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PRKFACE. 



The letters about General Israel Putnam and the Battle of Bunker Hill, which 
appear in the following pages, were written for the Danvers Mirror y in 1896, and 
a limited number of extra copies of them were struck off for use at some future 
time. I had hoped to recast the whole and republish it with several added illustra- 
tions, but circumstances have prevented ine, and so, after unexpected delay, 
I present the articles here in quite their original form. They relate, as will be 
seen, to the oft-debated question, who commanded the American forces in the 
memorable fight? The writer is not a descendant of General Putnam, as now and 
then has been said, but not the less does he feel that a foul wrong has been done 
to the old hero by certain advocates of the " Prescott theory," and he fain would 
bear his testimony to what he deems to be the truth in relation to this matter. I 
am far from thinking that Important controversies are finally settled by mere 
names or majorities, small or great. Current events and all the past should 
teach us that the appeal must ever be made to what is higher and better. But, in 
the present instance, the early and later verdict of history, as rendered by such 
numerous and notable witnesses as I cite, may well stand until some fresh, coun- 
teracting and adequate evidence, old or new, shall be brought forward to set it 
aside. Candid attention is also asked to what is said about " Allied Armies " and 
the *' New England (or "American") Army," the "Orders in writing," Bunker Hill 
and Breed's, the "momentous consultation" on the evening of the 16th of June, 
the orders and action of General Putnam on the 17th and before and after, the 
"command of Massachusetts men on Massachusetts soil," the libel on the Old Bay 
State, Nathan Stow's Orderly Book, the conflicting statements of Prescott author- 
ities, and the disingenuous means and methods by which even eminent men have 
persistently sought to disparage or defame a scarred and illustrious soldier of his 
country, to rob him of his rightful honors, and to falsify the plain and incontesta- 
ble facts of his glorious part in the great engagement. My plea is not altogether 
the " threshing of old straw" as some of his critics or enemies are apt to say 
under such circumstances, who themselves, I notice, continue at the same time the 
service for another; but even if it were, the work is likely to go on until the 

wheat is entirely clear of the chaff. 

A. P. P. 
Salkm, May 29, 1901. 
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A map for reference, showing the location of Bunker and Breed's Hills, the 
"rail fence," and Morton's Point at which the British landed, together with 
Charlestown Neck and a plan of the redoubt, is placed in connection with the 
eighth letter, page 28. 

Besides the rude cut of General Putnam on the opposite page and the three 
succeeding pictures, the editor of the Mirror, Mr. Moynahan, has also kindly sup- 
plied another and better likeness of him, which is inserted as a frontispiece. 

At the close is presented a copy of the impressive and oft-quoted inscrip- 
tion upon the old veteran's monument at Brooklyn, Conn., as written by his warm 
and admiring friend. Dr. Timothy Dwight, elected President of Yale College in 
1795. 



Ebrata. Owing chieHy to the rapid succession of these newspaper contributions, various 
inadvertences or typographical errors appear in the text. 

Page 27, first column, line 27, for •• had," read has. 

At the bottom of page 28, for "Heath himself," read Oeneral Lee. See correction in letter 
xviii, page 63. 

Page 32, first column, line 31, for " inst.," read ult. The writer incautiously copied an. 
other's mistake. Frothingham, and presumably the rest, have ult., as required by the context 
and doubtless contained in the original. 

In the second column of page 33, at the end of line 2, for " war," read vms^ and at the end of 
line 3, for " os," read •• or." 

" (Colonel Swett)," page 39, may well spare the inexplicable brackets. 

Cases of omitted or unwarranted marks of punctuation, etc., seem few and scarcely need 
further notice. 



7t|e Geniniafider at Banker Hill. 



From tbe Dahvbbs, Mabb., Uibrok. 



BDiroBorTHKHiBRORi—lDlbelectDre 
wbiuh was delivered at Bssifx ball, on 
tbeevrnlnKorthA Ttb tosl., before the 
larsHl Piitnan!] Chipleroflbe Danehters 
of the Amiirlcao Revolatloa and repre- 
' tentatlves or various other orKaDlzacloDB, 
and ol nhlch ihere nia some report In 
Ibe column!! of tbe Mirrok oTtbe 13th, It 
was clalmtd bv the >peaker that General 
Palnam WBH tbe sapreme commandf r of 
tbe Amtrlraa forceH » ihe Battle of Ban- 
ker Hill, June IT, 177S. and tbat, dnriog 




QEN. ISRAEL PUTNAM 

tbe Drst batf ceotarj after tbe engaice- 
ment, to na; DoibInK of later decndes, 
aoeh was the overnhelmlDg testlmoDV of 
along line of oraiora, poets, artlatR, 

scbolarf, hlstorlinii, and promlneut po- 
litical and mllitarj' characters. It may 
pertiapK aerve a good purpose to satber 
from acattered Rnnrres and preaeot In a 
somewhat compact and cooTenlent form, 
for nsf and preservation, the names of 
Dot a fen snch nltaeaapa, and what tbev 
, Midconcernin)! the matter Id qoeatlon. 
Id tbe abseoce of any new ll^bt OD tbe 



subject, sDlBcleotly stroog to change the 
verdict of blBioiy, tbe siaieoients or rep- 
reaeotatloos of vctorH In the momentoue 
drama, or nf Ibrlr conti-mporarlea or Im- 
mediate sDcceBMOrs, are plainly of far 
gri-ater worib than IboNe of suhtieqaeDt 
writers or speabers, fnll many of whom, 
ali.t, bave often aubftltuted Sctlon Tor 
fact and rhetoric for arsumeot. The 
"clond or wltoesses" cnuld easily be 
made much larser tbtn that whicb will 
here be hrouKht to view, bnt I Cbink It 
would be unnrceHBarT, The evidence 
which Is readily at hand Reems to me 
quite euouub, and Its very siiundaDce 
will require me so to summarize each 
part ol It ai to brlD;f the substance of lb« 
whole within a reasonable compaea. 

There are several conslderatloDa 
which may not besmlsaby way of Intro- 
duction. 

It Is sdmitied by all parlies that there 
WBH not a Utile of coD^u^lon and Irrefra- 
larlty In the artino of tbe army, ao Tieah- 
Iji HDmmoned rrom the dllTeri-nt colooles 
and so hastily called upon t'l eoaage In 
battle. Moreover, much secrecy wa.« ob- 
served In connpciloD with the movement. 
when, on ibe evening of tbe 16tb of June, 
the (letaL-hmenl was sent out from Cam- 
brldgi- to ChariestowD, to occupy Bunker 
Bill. It was not htrangr, thrrer.re, tbat, 
In the progress of events, many abonld 
for some lime be In error as to who was 
tbe proper and actual commander. It 
was Known that Gen. Warren had gone 
til the Beld Jast htfore tbe enfiaaemeDt, 
and as be had Oeeo madi- Major Qeneral 
three days previously. It waa widely aup- 
posed tbat he must have been the iubd by 
virtaeofbis superior raoli, tbe Intelll- 
eence that Brigadier General Putnam had 
Just been crowned nitb tbe same bouor 
by the Continental Congress not bavlog 
yet reached Carahridge. When Warreo 
arrived at the scene of action, Putnam 
tendered him the command, but he de- 
clined It and chose to serve only ae ■ 
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volanteer, and tiie world lumwa tbe a^mt to coofltet wUbone another, and 

story of his (|<llck anitnatlc Cste. Pot- Ubat iiHQdkasrtls^ ae it Mems to as, per- 

nhm Mtiil cootinaed to lead tbe host, and |>lex tbe inqairer. 

it was oDiy after tbe lapse of years that »» » • *. .^. *.u ^ 

all the crcumstances thus partlaily .tat- J'^^ ?":^TK^;'°*M^.f p'^ *^T h "^h 

ed bfcame fully known and Warren's °J^?« *"'^' k'^.""'^' h^h? !^,'^^^'^*' *^«^ 

Daml finally ceased to be meaUoned as at 8"Pr«nie authority and direction do not 

tJhe head mc«iauu«4 BB at. ^^^ ^j^^^ j^ makes Mm the tno»t incrmpe- 

tent and tinfaithful of commanders. Shot 

Of ovrarse, Putnam, though he rightly op in the redoubt as he was, be did uotb- 

asHumed and held supreme command on ins tkrring the battle, as his friends are 

tbe field and in tbe action, WHM nevertbe- compelled to admit, to direct tlie main 

less under tbe authority of General Wtfrd army nnd its action outside, wheie Put- 

at Cambridge. Tbe latter, as command- nam, Knowlton, Btark and th*-lr forces 

terin chief, sent on the troops, gave in- were ^iUCce•*sfQ11y and without bis ap- 

structious, and otherwise maintained pointment flshtins to savie him from 

soca direct and continued relations with capture. Richard Frothtngham's state- 

tbe aimy and itn officers during the day, mant, so pei*fectly true, yet ao fatal to 

that, in a larger sense, he might well his own theory, is this ; "Colonel Pres- 

claim that be himself in a general way cott was left in uncontrolled posoession 

conducted tbe battle. This claim in one of his fort, nor is there nny proof ihHt be 

instaTice, at least, be seems to have made, gave an order at the rail fence or on Bqd- 

and James Warren and others appear to ker Hill." A letter which the Colonel 

have made it for liim. Richard Froth- afterward wrote to John Adams about 

inghara refers to him as obe, who, '*keep- the eniiM^emeut shows how 11 tie be 

ing at bis headquan^iH^ having frequient seemed to kiiO«v of what bad gone on 

«ommuoicaiion with the tiaitle field, di- there, where his own peril was so great, 

rected tbe general movements of the Wbnt have military men to^ say at)out 

troops to such a decree that, at the time, thai? Leave Prescott to bis fort w|iere 

be was regarded as the resp(»nsible gen- he belnnifs, and he is all right. Give 

eral ommander." But such a view by Putnam the chief command and tbe wider 

no means lessens tbe honor due to Putnam field, and he is all right, ft M'the friends 

as the commanding hero in the fighi of Putnam who truly bbnur Prescott 

Itself. most. 

Several or more of the earlier accounts Like ho many others of the great and 

refer to Pi'escott as Ht the head of the glorious patriots of our history, from 

detachment or as the commander of the Washington and the Adarones down to 

redoubt. This he was; but the more Lincoln and Gram, General Putnam has 

incautiotta or Ie>i8 instructed leader of not escaped the d^-tractions of mesn and 

the history greatly mistakes it he jumps maliiinaut men who envy and hate none 

to the conclusion, as some do, that so much as those who faithfully and hero- 

therefore he was supreme. From tbe ically serve their country and justly 

beginning of tbe battle to its end, bis receive far their service its lavis^b honors 

presence and service were confined ex- and applause. Among the BcuirHoos 

clusively to the fort, and n(»wever im- newspaper t>r magazi ne artioleH, or other 

portant the post and however meritorious publictttions, which from time to time 

his defence of it, there was a larger scene have tbup been directed against him, a 

of tbe conflict where there was another Mmall dook appeared in New York about 

who outranked blm and where the higher a half century aso, so full of errors and 

command was exercised and the real misrepresentations, garbled extracts, 

victory was won. A proper regard to palpable falsehoods tod foul abuse, that 

sQCh facts ao these, which give due the better class of ey«n Prescott parti- 

credlt to both Putnam and Prescott, sans themselves were ashamed of it, and 

serves to harmonize a multitude of state- only those who revel in such things at- 

mentsoi expressions tbat more or less twcbed any importanoe to It orfoundany 



satisractlon Id it. It died an early death, preaobed «( the fioertti of the old berot, 
and it is duw only when 8ome QDiaformed took ocoasloo to append to ft a note In 
and ^oo credoloos person picks qp- a which be correct^'d the «rror. This Is 
stray copy aod faocies he bus made a what be said:— *'Tbe detachment at flrat 
gr»'at discovery, that we begin to bear was pat under Oeueral Putnam. With It 
aseain that the world has been ail wrong he took posaession of tl«e bill and ordered 
Id its hiub estimate of the chaiacter and the liacUe from the beginning to the end. 
services of the Hero of Bunker Hill, and General Warren (one of the most llias- 
that in fact be was a *'cowaid,'* a *Hrai- trious patriots) arrived alone on the hitl 
tor" and a ^^humbas.'* Before we get and as a roluoteer joined the Americans 
through with ibi» tteries of articles, we just as the action commenced; and ^itb- 
shall show what George Wa^^binston and in half an hour received a mortal wound 
other immortals of the Revolutionary while he was wazins valiant in bat^, 
times, who knew him long and well, and soon expired. These facts General 
thought of him; and h«iw thev praised Putnam himself gave me soon after the 
and honored him. Veriiy, what dolts battle and also repeated them to me 
they must have been, and how richly after his life was publi>hf d." The eni- 
thev dt^serve to he mocked, as they have nent and revered Dr. Timothy Dwlgbt, 
been and are bv the assailants of Putnam President of Yale College* a personal 
who despiSH their testimony I And what friend and great admirer of General Put- 
an everlasting; pity it is that these scrib- nam, testified that he was a man *'of 
blints wiseacres nf later times could not absolute truth and uprightness.*' Th« 
have all lived a century or more earlier, same was said of him by Dr. Whitney 
to have put a little dayiiiiht into the and all who knew him. But who was 
builders of the nation and teach them Dr. Whitney? He was not only one of 
sometbins worth the while about the the best of men, but tor the thirty four 
affairs and the men they had to do with I >ears just previous to the old warrior's 
Who can measure the good that might death, he had been his trusted and be- 
have come to ourselves and the ages, loved pastor and was exceptionally ac- 
could only the **Father of his Country*' quainted with his history and family. And 
and his renowned, but equally blinded the good minister also tells us this: — 
compatriots, have had their eyes opened **Soon after Bunker Hill Battle, I was at 
to the truth and their energy stirred to Cambridge some weeks chnplain to Gen. 
dnt? by the sassacions and veracious Putnam's regiment, resided in his family 
crilics and censors who have succeeded and bad peculiarly favorable opportoni- 
them? Sad to say, they all died without ties of learning, from blm and othera, In 
the sight. detail, the things which took place In 

the battle from beginning to end.'* 
Gbncral Putnam himself shall be the Moreover, Col. Putnam,son oftbeGener- 
first witness or authority whom I shall al, bears witness that his father made the 
cite. The earliest. A»iography of him — same declaration to himself as he made 
claimed by the author of it as *Hhe to Dr. Whitney; and the son, also, was a 
first effirt in biography that has been man '*of absolute truth and uprightness." 
made on thl** continent**— was written by Richard Frothingham seeks to break the 
Col. David Humphreys, and orlgmallv crushing weight of this evidence by 
published in 1788, two years before the saying that the GeneraPs meaning may 
veteran's death. It praised Putnam's ser- have been mistaken, or that **it is reason- 
vice at Banker Hill, hnt stated that the able to conclude** that the facts commun- 
deiacbment of the 16th of June was icated by him *^have not been stated ex- 
**aader the orders of General Warren.*' actly, and with the proper dlscrimina- 
It was felt that this was unjust to Gen- tionsi" But let us appeal to another of 
end Putnam, and, accordingly, the ex- our list of names : — 
cellent and venerated Dr Josiah Whit- 
ney of Pomflret, Conn., when in 1790 he Col. Samurl Swbtt. A resident of 
prieUKi In pamphlet form the sermon he Boston,he was the son of a distinguished 



pbyslclaD of Newburyport and sargeon II. 

io the RHYolatlooary army, Dr. John In my letter of a week ago I quoted 
Baroard S«vett, one of tbe origioal set- from Col. Swells **SKetch of Booker 
tiers of Newbury, Mass. Io coooectiOD Hill Battle" several passages, io which 
with a new editloD of Hamphreys' Life tbe author gave his personal testimony 
of Putnam, published in 1818, be gives to Gen. Putnam's chief superintendency 
us the fullest aud best of tbe earlier ac- or command at Cbarlestown, June 17, 
counts of tbe Battle. Tbe Chriatian Ex- 1775, and the evening before. Published 
aminefy a very high aatbority. said of it, in 1818, his work appeared about the 
that it is *'tbe oow classical authority on time of Gen. Henry Dearborn's slander- 
the subject," and Aldeo Bradford, an ons attack upon tbe old hero more than 
emineot bistoriao, declared it to be **lbe a quarter of a century after his death, 
most correct and perfect account which The assailant's enmity, like that of Gen. 
has been given," while Samuel A. Drake, Stark, in whose regiment be was the 
another historian of like merit and of captain of a company in tbe great engage- 
later date, has well remarked that it was ment, was due lu Putnam's successful 
the ''basis ' of all subseqient sketches of interference with certain troubles among 
tbe Bdttle. In this work Col. Swett the New Hampshire troops, but quite as 
says respecting the detachment: *'WItb much to bis rapid promotion and exalted 
these troops Colonel Prescoit was order- honors and to what they ruefully regard- 
ed to proceed to Charlestown in the ed as his ^'unbounded" acd '*unaccounta- 
evening, take possession of Bunker Hill, ble" popularity. From Revolutionary days 
and erect the requisite fortiflcntions to it had lain rankling in the breasts of 
defend it," and that ''General Putnam, these brave but unhappy old warriors for 
having the general superint^ndenc* of successive decades, untij at iast it burst 
tbe expedition, and the chief engineer, forth In accusations against their long 
Colonel Gridley,accomp>i hied the troops." departed comrade that aroused the most 
And atsain, after Gen. Putnam bad begun intense public indignation. He wi^s ae- 
to intrench on Bunker Hill for safety in cased of inaction, neglect, cowardice and 
case of retreat, and for that purpose had various crimes and misdemeanors, on the 
taken men from both Prescott and Stark day of lb e battle, shockingly unbecoming 
for the service, *'ThH drums beat to a military officer. He was even repre- 
arms and Putnam left his works, com- sented as having had no proper share in 
menced on Bunker Hill, and led tbe the conflict at all. Col. Swett« in the 
troops into action." And still again, first edition of bis Sketch, bad shown how 
after tbe British bad t^een repulsed, but extremely energetic, courageous and 
had renewed the attack upon the Amerl- faithful the General bad been in all the 
cans at the rail fence, and once more had scene, how be had ordered and led tbe 
been beaten back, "Putnam's imagination troops as they came upon the field, and 
bad already inscribed tbe victory of how from first to last be had exercised 
Bunker Hill on his coat of arms, when a unquestioned authority. Certain subor- 
dark cloud fiew across the brilliant pros- dinate details of tbe account might re- 
pect. The retreat of the right wing quire correction in the light of subse- 
burst upon him. Tbe enemy pressed on quent years, but the main, essential facts 
them and tbey were in turn compelled to were there. Tocorroborate his statements 
retire. Putnam covered their retreat and vindicate the character and fame 
with bis Connecticut troops and dared of the man he had so much honored, but 
tbe utmost fury ot tbe enemy in the rear who was now so cruelly defamed, he 
of tbe whole." But Colonel Swett'^ tea- made his appeal to still surviving veter- 
timony, as here rendered. Important as it ans of the fight throughout New Eng- 
is, is much less full and complete than land. Tbe call was not in vain. No one 
that which he afterward presented, and knew them better. No one became ac- 
to this we shall call attention in another quainted with so many of them, and they 
communication. rose as from their graves and appeared 

in large array to tell their story; and 



nbUever the vary Idr Cesttmoa; tbej tra ordtrrd thare tbe next da;." 
gave, It niB bo decisive and ImpruBslvu a MwOR Soarburouqu Obiulbt. Says 

niiDe»8, Dot odIt tu Qent-nl Futnam'H oar btttb a^iUmriij: "Oapt. T re veil, Sen- 

presence, valor and acilvlty Id Ihe battle, t<)r Capt. oi Artillery, oa Ibe da; at tbe 

but aUo to hla aupremacy In It, tbat battle. Inqalrt-d .ifflctiDy of hlacomoiaDd- 

FreHCiiit men have only been too prone tog officer, MhJ. Qrldley,lbeD iDCOamiaDd 

tu Might It ur petit aoldi: Bit the conlnscd Of all the arillleiy at Cambridge, aod 

racullecUone uf liiQrm and foruetrai old wbOKe lather, C<il, Oridtey, w&a Inferior 

■«e. In 1826 and 18if7 Col. Swell iSBDed to no odh la Ibe cnuDcils ofivbr,— 'Vho 

a secoud and a third edttinn of biB work, bad command of Ibe iroopr?' aod was in* 

enlarged uDd n-vlMcd, giving In a coploas furtiitd by hlcn, 'Ueu. Putasm;' be ob- 

appeodix thu affldavUa o( these venerable iterved at the time, 'Then tbcre In Dothlog 

Uuu'eierB on th>- acage. and of otbera with to fear.' He conxequeutl} applied l<> Qen. 

them to whom aUo the past wag a vivid Puioam for orderw aad r<-celved tbem." 
and nodylDR ati'morj. We have not room Thomas Ohusvbnob, of CunnecllCDl, 

fur Ihem all, but by wa.v of lllusiratlun was a Lieutenant In the battlu and wu 

ne present ibe names and itepualiluna uf afterward colonel and Jadiie. Judge 

a few ol the numbi-r Oro>veiior sajH, "Duder tbe Immediate 




Dr. AiRON Dbxtrr, who was aiipec superintendence of General Pntnam, 

tAlnr orib" battle t^cene. vlewlns It Irnm urnnnd was b'Ohen and a redonbl formed. 

the Chelxpa msrHbes. The record tells The ti<>xt day Oen. Pntnsm was estreme- 

os thai "Doctor Aaron Deitpr, in astale- ly acllve and directed principally the 

ment from written memorsada, niiide at operatlona." 

the time and written by blm, Bays:Thal Elijah Johrdam, of Bncksfleld, ftod 

thp dny after the battle he wan at Opd. "of umhlemlahed character," deposes: 

Ward's qnartera, and wan Informed bv "Helped halld ih*> Intrenchmeata, and 

the office's there, tbatGi-D. pDinam bad fousht withlu tbe iatrenchmenis till Ibe 




GENERAl. ISRAEL 



G 



GENERAL ISRAEL-PUTNAM 



AND 



THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. 



A CRITIQUE, NOT A HISTORY. 



BY 

ALFRED P. PUTNAM, D.D. 



SALEM, MASS., 

1901. 



f^om Cambridge and began an intrencb- pnblicationo, we shall D<»zt glaoce again 

tneot OD an eminence beiow Bunker Hill." over tbe balf century and more wbicb we 

Bbnrt Burbbck, wbo waH a panic!- bave burrl^dly traversed and see bow 

pant, r(»se to be Brigadier-Qeneral, be- the testimony of tbe old noldiers and 

came President of tbe Society of the others wbo bave appeared before as \s 

Cincinnati, and lived to be over ninety, confirmed by that of their cnntempora- 

wrote of PotniB, that **he was tbe great ries of many professions and callings, 

gan of the day." 

Col. Samubl Ward, of Rhode Island, 

wrote from Ruxbnry on the 20tb of June; ^ l|.|. 

**Putnam bad a sore battle on Saturday." ^"' "** 

Btham Clarke wrote: ''We bear tbat Editor of the Mirror: Richard 

Putnam is defeated and Dr. Warren Frothingham, in bis ** Siege of Boston," 

slain.** What was nominally a defeat, while referring to a statement in Rev. 

was, we need not say, really a victory, as William Gordon's "History of the Amer- 

iutimated in tbe folio winff. lean War" (London, 1788), says, "This 

Dr. Timothy Dwight, president of is the first time Colonel Prescott appears, 
Tale College, at a time when many still in print, as the commander of the in- 
thought that Warren was commander, trenching party." 

said: **Itisuotso extensively known as On the same page he refers to Dr. 

it ought to be, that General Putnam Josiah Whitney's testimony as given in 

commanded tbe American forces at the connection with his published funeral 

battle of Breed's Hill, and that, to bis discourse on General Putnam (in 1790), 

courage and conduct the United States and as quoted in my first letter, and adds : 

are pd'rticularly indebted for tbe advan- *<This is the first time I have met, in 

tages of that day, one of the most bril- print, with the statement that General 

liant in the annals of this country.** Putnam was the commander." 

RiyiN6TON*8 Gazette, publie»hed in What with Mr. Frotblngham*s well- 
New Toik, contaiLed In its issue of known and extensive acquaintance with 
June 29, 1775, the following: **Putnam, the then existing Bunker Hill Literature, 
on tbe 16tb innt., took possesHlon of the implication was, that no such printed 
Bunker Hill and he$an an inireccbment." testimony to Putnam's command ap- 

Rev. Joseph THAXTBR,of Edgartown, peared at all until two years after the 
wrote, in 1818: **0n the evening of the first printed testimony to Prescott*s com- 
16th of June, Col. Prescott and Col. mand, the latter being thirteen years 
Bridge, with their regiments, under the after the battle. He may be right as re- 
direction of Gen. Putnam, took posses- gards tbe date assigned to Prescott, for 
sion of Breed*s Hill, and threw up a he ought to have known about that, and 
fort or intrenchment." A special we will not dispute him there. He 
interest attaches to this venerable and doubtless did tbe best he could. But It 
interesting *'old man eloquent'* and the is somewhat strange that he was aot 
words we thus bave from him. At tbe familiar with previous statements of the 
time of tbe battle he was a chaplain in kind in print concerning General Put- 
the army, and in 1825, fifty years after- nam, giving him the pre-eminence. Cer- 
ward, he offered tbe prayer at tbe laying tainly, Col. Swett supplied him with 
of tbe corner stone of tbe Bunker Hill printed material enough in this line 
monument. How well he must have shortly after his **Siege" was first pub- 
known the truth of what he said as lished, as was sufficiently shown In my 
quoted above is evident, but Col. Swett, last. As was tliere seen, the pertinent 
in reviewing Frotbingham's '*Siege," testimony of Rivington's Gazette dated 
with Its extensive account of the battle back even to June 29th 1776, or twelve 
of 1775 and of the celebration of 1825, days after the engagement itself. Turn- 
says that **be looked in vain into the ing now from Col. Swett's Sketch, or its 
author's book for the name of Tkaxter/* Appendix, to Dr. Tarbox's volume, we 

Not to make further use of Swett's shall find in his bristling pages other 



prinleU statemeota, belonglDd U> that 
earlier time &Dd Klvins the commaDd to 
PatDBm. M r. Froihl QRham ma; not 
have Been them, but oihrirs bad. 

Thk Nkw England Chromiclb (later 
7^ IndtpeniietU Chronicle), wbb a Boa- 
too ptpet, printed In Cambridge dorlag 
the war, and "was thererore close to the 
beadquirtera of the AraHricao Arm; sad 
bad every advantuge Tor oblalDlug mili- 
tary news." Dr. Tarboi addH : "We 
have looked over, with a cnDalderable de- 
gree of ctre, tne pajrea of the 'Chronicle' 
Tor tbe years 1775 79, aed n>e have not 
found the name of Colonel William Fre>- 
cott mention i-d in any cooDectloD what- 
ever." But he quotes from the papor 



said fn print: "0«DeralPatDani,n1io com- 
manded the CoDtinental troops, la a vet- 
eran soldier of great experience. He 
served darlos the wbole oftbe laat war 
against tbe Frencb. . . . Snch a man U 
every way quailfled to command a set of 
vlrcuons provlaclala." 

The Pknnbtlvahia HAeAziMB, Jol; 
1776, Is anotter vtry early witness In 
print. It cDotalned a rnde abetcb or cut, 
probably "ihe very Orst, deslEDcd to 
repreaent to the eye the battle of Banker 
Hill." There ts a key wtib nine points 
to [Dark the Impnrlaiit reaturea at the 
situation, the fhlp', tbe lireaslwork, and 
the sTiDV ; and tbe iMily person whom It 
natnea i« General Puiuam. "And there," 




IStb Cbnturt ADitmoN td Qbn. Israki, Putnam's 
Danvkrs, MAfle. 

Nora. ThU view la tbe one vener&llv moti, frantlnj^ the street; but it i 
hmuein vhlon Gen. Fatnam waa born. 



varioaa war Items of 1715, both foreign 
abd domestic, as atteHtlni; tbe wide- 
spread recosnItloD of GeDeril P>iiQam aa 
the head. Tbey Inclnde a toast drunk at 
Dobiln, by a Bocleiy of Free Citizens, 
Joly 19tb, to "General Patnam and his 
brave FrovlDclals:" and another drank 
at London by tbree bnodred gnests of 
the Lord Mayor, Aniiaai 8tb, to "Gener- 
al Putnam and all tboae American heroes 
wbo like men nobly prefer death to Slav- 
ry and chains-," — for the American caaae 
at that time had many warm friends In 
EDKland as well as Ireland. 

Taa Phnnsylvania Packet of June 
26thl,776, nine days after the battle, also 



says Ur. Tarbos in his notice of tbe pic- 
ture itself, "the sturdy old General 1s> on 
his white home, with bis sword drawn, 
hia steed on a half leap, as In the act of 
canterlDK, the only person mectlnned by 
name, and the commander-in-chief as 
clearly and distinctly ae the pictorial art, 
with worda accompanying, can make him 
so. Piescolt Is nowhere named or Indi- 
cated." And he asks most forcibly, "le 
it likely they were all wrouK about that 
mat'erlD Philadelphia, In tbe summer of 
1776, under tbe very droppings of the 
Contineotal ConnTess." Tbe picture 
afterward found place in Tarlous other 
papers, and did good service In tbe 
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Boston Herald ht the Cenienuia] of June are Dot the odIv tesiimoojr, tbnugh, if 
17, 1875; and eveo Mr. Frothiogham, we mistake not, it has J ast been seeo bow 
whose , frequently candid spirit Is in valuable they can be. Yet written words 
marked contrast to that of some of those may render a like service, and so may 
who advocate his theory, reproduced it pictuies. The most celebrated and most 
in one of his later Bunker Hill publica- widely known of all the portraits of Oen- 
tions ! eral Putnam is the one that was executed 

A London Portrait of Gteneral Put- by Col. John Trumbull. This son of 
nam, painted by J. Wilkinson, artist, and Oovernor Jonathan Trumbull of Connec- 
engraved by G. Shepherd, publisher, ap- ticut, *'the only Governor in the thirteen 
peared in England, in September, 1775. colonies on the side of the people against 
It bore a verbal inscription, of which Dr. the crown," was a graduate of Harvard 
Tarbox properly says, It *Ms not techni- College, was an Adjutant In (}enerad 
cally correct, but on the point now be- Spencer's regiment at Roxbury daring 
fore us its testimony is unequivocal." It the event of the Battle, and was after- 
ran thus: '^Israel Putnam, Esq., Major- ward taken by Washington into his fam- 
Oeneral of the Connecticut forces, and ily at Cambridge as one of his Aids, and 
commander-in-chief at the engagement on this at a time when, **ai Washington's 
Bunker Hill near Boston. 17th of June, table, Putnam by invitation dindd once a 
1775." The portrait is supposed to have week, and Washington went once a week 
been painted at the instance of British to dine at Putnam's headquarters." The 
ofl9cers who had known the General on next year he was appointed Adjutant 
this side of the water and some of whom General. He had hid great opportuni- 
may have contracted a strong friendship ties for learning the story of the 17th of 
for him during the French and Indian June, 1775, when, from his stronger love 
War. Copies of it, with t)ie legend, are of art than of military »«ervice, he went 
on both sides of the Atlfffitic, and the to England in 1780 and there became a 
writer was favored with' one of them pupil of Benfamin West, tbe noted paint- 
some years ago by Mr. ^E>vmke, the his- er. Subsequently he produced his re- 
torlan. markable series of pictures, representing 

A French Picture. One^f the dis- some of the battle scenes of the Ameri- 
tinguisbed speakers at the Commemora- can Revolution. Tbe best known and 
tion, in 1890, of the One Hundredth A o- favorite one of the»e is his ''Death of 
niver»ary of the Dealb of General Put- Warren," at Bunker Hill. As Dr. Tar- 
nam, by tbe Dauvers Historical S<»ciety, box well says, with regard to its group 
was Hon. Mellen CUamberlain. In the of figures, "No one, of course, supposes 
course of bis remarks, he spoke of a that tbe men (shown in that picture stood 
portrait in his possession, which was in that exact attitude and relation at the 
made in France in 1777, and which was moment of Warren's death. That is tbe 
inscribed with tbe words, <*Major Gen- work of the artist's own imagination, 
eral Israel Putnam, comm^nder-in chief But back of tbe^e minor details, tbe law 
at the Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17th of historical truth will prevail, iftbe man 
1775." He proceeded to say : ''The force who was commander-in-chief in the bat- 
of it you will see, indicating how wide- tie is so represented;** and "Trumbull, in 
spread was tbe opinion, not more than painting that picture, made General Isra- 
two years after, as to who was tbe com- el Putnam tbe American commander. He 
mander-in-chief in that engagement. Of did it, not because be had any pet theory 
course, I do not intend at this late hour to maintain. There was no discussion 
to go into the question between Colonel on tbe subject. He did it naturally, as a 
Prescott and General Putnam, for, as has thing of course, as a simple matter ol^ 
been said, it will settle itself in time.** fact." Putnam appears in tbe sroup 
Judge Chamberlain closed with an elo- with uncovered bead and upraised sword, 
quent tribute to the hero's great courage the former having been taken ft*om an 
and patriotism. original penoil sketch by Trumbull v^'ho 

Col. John Trumbull. Printed words was well acquainted with him. Dr. Ellis 
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oalls the picture a *'faucv piece," yet Hill with about two tboasaod men, and 

claims that Tramball purposed to rectify began an intreuchment." As in varloas 

bis error Id giving sacb promlneDce to other iostaoces of the kiod, the writer 

Potoam ; bot thoQgh the artist lived on here was at fault concerning incidental 

to the age of eighty seven, he never details, bat was right as regards the main 

made the correction, and Dr. Tarbox fact. He had probably not yet heard 

maices havoc of the whole story in his that Colonel Patnam had been recently 

osoal remorseless way of dealing with made a Brigadier; nor that the detach- 

such apocryphal or groundless state- ment, though ordered to occupy Bunker 

ments. Indeed, Trumbull himself has Hill, had actually intrenched on Bieed's 

told us in hlH own handwriting how the Hill; nor that it marched with about one 

main point at isHue stood in his own thousand men, the other of the two 

mind, wherein his '^Description of the thounand promised being pledged for the 

four pictuies from Hubjects of the Revo- next day. Some of the authorities state 

lutlon,'* he sayH that the Detachment of that it was Prescott who took posses- 

the 16th of June was ^^commanded by sion, and this they might properly 

General Putnam and Colonel Prescott," enough say' of him as the immediate com- 

and this, as Dr. Tarbox well remarks, nrander of the detachment; bat other an- 

is **the Just and exact truth, putting thorities naturally and quite as properly 

the whole matter into its proper histori- refer the act to Putnam, aa the general 

cal and military shape.** superintendent of the expedition and as 

We most quote once more from oor bio- the responsible leader. Trumbull's state- 
graphical authority- in this connection : ment, as tfiven above, presents the true 
*'We have, then, three pictures prepared order and is best. 

very soon atter the battle, all pointing to Silas Dbanb of Connecticut, was a 
General Putnam as the chief commander famous man in the Continental Congress 
at Bunker Hill. Are there any ancient at Philadelphia. Accounts of the battle, 
paintings or engravings that bear alike in which the troops and their officers 
testimony in favor of Colonel Prescott?" from his own state had rendered such 
Of the four pictures which we have no- splendid service, had reached that city, 
ticed above, three are the ones thus men- when he wrote thence to his wife, July 
tioned by Dr. Tarbox and the oth^r is 9th— three weeks after the event — "New 
the one referred to by .faclge Chamber- England, with all its foibles, must be the 
lain. But there are plenty or other wit- glory and defence of America, and the 
nesses who respond to the Doctor's sum- cry here is, Connecticut forever! So 
mons, with pen and voice, if not with high has the universally applauded con- 
pencil and brush. duct of our Governor (Trumbull), and 

LiBUT. Col. Expbrience Storrs, was the brave intrepidity of old General Put- 

of Mansfield, Conn., and belonged to Gen. nam and his troops raised our Colony in 

Painam*s Regiment. He, too, kept a the estimation of the whole continent." 

dUry, and in it be made this entry for the Very soon he writes again to his wife and 

17th of June, 1775: **At sunrise this refers to Putnam as the one '*on whom 

mornings fire began from the ships; by every account the whole army has 

about 10, wentdown to General Putnam's depended ever since the battle of Lexing- 

post, who has the command. Some shot ton.** And still again, July 2gth, he says : 

whistled around us.*' Putnam*s post was *Tntnam's merit rung through this con- 

at Banker Hill, where he could best sur- tinent, his fame increases, and every day 

vey the whole scene and best control aN jastifles the unanimous applause.** About 

fairs at large. the time of the first of these letters, Sam- 

"Ambrican Archivbs" (4th Series, uel B. Webb, who was a Lieutenant in 

Vol. II. p. 1086), has a letter from a gen- the battle, and afterward was one of 

tleman In Providence to his friend in Putnam*s Aids, and subsequently one of 

New York, dated June 20, 1775, which Washington*s, with the title of General, 

says, **0n the open Ing of the 16th, Colon- wrote to S. Deane, ft-om Cambridge: 

el Putnam took possession of Bunker **You*ll find the Generals, Washington 
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and Lee, are vastly fonder and tbiok bigb- says, with enforced coDcession and with 

er of Patnam than any man In the army.'* unwarranted disparagemeni : ** Acting on 

Popalar before, he was DOW more popular bis own responsibllitv, he now for the 

than ever. Toasts were drunk to bis first time daring the day assumed tbe 

honor on both sides of the Atlantic and supreme direction. Witboui orders from 

everywhere he was **tbe great gun of the any person, be rallied such of tbe logi- 

day." Washington, having Jnst before tives as would obey him, Joined them to 

arrived at Cambridge, took command of a detachment which bad not arrived in 

the Army as its cbier on the 3d of Jul v. season to share in the combat, and took 

He knew what be was about, and we possession of Prospect Hill, where he 

need not doubt that his first care was to encamped that very nitibt." It is to such 

learn wbat bad taken place and coropre- desperate straits, and scant, and reluc- 

hend the situation. This we know be tant justice, that some of our theorists 

did. Prescott received but little notice, are driven by tbe stern and pitiless facta 

Will some one tell us wbat Wasbington ot tbe history. *'Now for the first time 

knew about him, or said respecting bim, during tbe day assumed the supreme 

or wbat attention he paid himor wbat be direction!" But where was FrescoUf 

had to do with bim? With Putnam, as we IfAewas the chief commander in the 

have seen, be exchanged visits, and made battle, who but he, at that fearful crisis 

him bis companion at tbe table, while he in the fortunes of tbe day, should have 

assigned bim the central military honor taken tbe **supreme direction*' of affairs, 

near himself there at Cambridge, wUh rallied the breaking and. wasting forces 

Artemas Ward over the riubt wing of that bad fought like demigods all alons; 

the Army and Charles Lee over the left, that open and extended line and twice 

and afterward entrusted to him tbe most vanquished there the formidable foe, and 

Important commands of ihe army, at then have led them off the field to the 

Boston and New York and elsewhere, place of safetj^? What! Cy to Cambridge 

Why this neglect of Prescott, and this as soon as he had made his own escape 

''unbounded applause," (hut not '^unac- from tbe redoubt, and leave the central, 

countaft/e popularity"), which, with its remaining body of the army, who nad 

accompanying distinctions, was accorded been last at their guns, but who were 

to Putnam? We know whai it meau>. now tired and torn with almost incredi- 

The only common sense explanation of ble service for their country, to tbe care 

it is, that it was because he had just been of an ''interloper" and "Intermeddler," a 

tbe brave, efficient chief at Bunker *'traitoi" and a "coward?" And was it 

Hill, even as the general and irresistible for this, then, that General Putnam was 

voice of the people declared. If Prescott honored and applauded, and Prescott was 

had been "the trusted chief" and "tbe not? Putnam only "assumed" or exer 

hero of the day" as Dr. Ellis, in a grand- cised the "supreme" command which he 

lloquent sentence affirms, he, and not had "assumed" and exercised from tbe 

Putnam, would have had the hoijors; and beginning to the close of the battle, and 

if Putnam had been tbe intruder and all his communications and relations 

usurper which Prescott men e>ay he was, with Oen. Ward during the day, and 

and bad been guilty of the unauthorized after it, and all bis conduct throughout, 

assumptions and arbitrary and unmili- the whole without criticism, protest, or 

tary conduct^ which thev have ascribed reprimand from whatever quarter, attest 

to bim, Washington was not the man to that be acted his part with the full 

condone it all and reward him for it, and knowledge, consent, and approval of his 

disgrace would have been his swift and chief. 

merited punishment. Bancroft tries to It is not enough to say that Putnam 

patch and compromise the matter by could not have been tbe supreme com- 

ailowing that be had tbe command at the mander of the battle, because he was not 

retrtatl Like Mr. Froth! jgham, he makes regularly and formally commissioned by 

his fatal admission. Writing of Putnam writing, or otherwise, to act as such, 

with reference to that critical juncture,he Tbe prime question is not, whether he 
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beld the position by a strictly legal dip- IV. 

loroa or prfscrit)ed or accu»«tomed coarse Editor of thb Mirror;— To the list 

of procedure. The sreat question in, of DHoaeH which I preHented in my last 

whether he a8f»iimed to be the bead, acted letter as talcen from Dr. Tarbox*8 book 

assQcb, andas 8uch was accepted and and as testify in^r to Putnam's command, 

approved. The jFVict is what we want; I may add a few more from the same 

and if the Fact has not yet been made source, of eminent distinction and of 

apparent in what has thus far been paid, gr<^at weight. 

let other witneHMeH bf cnllt-d and other Hon. John Lowell was of the dis- 

con<*ideration8 be prest^nt-d, to entA^li^oh tinguihhed Bobton family of the Lowell 

it. Yet let it be remarlced, in connection name. Born in N^^wburyport in 1769, 

with what haf) just been written, that all be wa^ a son of Judge Lowell, was 

the past has had its military commanders prominent at the bar ^nd bad inherited 

whose rule or authority has been ac- largely the legal abilities of his father, 

Icnowltfdged and respected, even when it had lived near Btftiker Hill and **bad 

was without *d»e (firm or proreix^o' taw.'* brousht with him Ikrom bin early years 

Our R^volutionarv War, righteous as it the memories and ^sociatlops clustering 

WHS, was 'Mllesar* from first to latit. and around that famous battle-field," and 

English and To'y, both, roiild declare it **knew from all the conversations of men 

to be so with truth. Many a war mea<4- about him in his childhood whom they 

ure of our Government during the R*-hel- regarded as commander of the American 

lion, was as "lUeaat** as 't could well be, fo»ces on iho^e heijih^s of rh»irle*«town." 

but it was a stern nece*>sir.y, and the end He wan therefore pfculiaily well qiiali- 

Justififd the aieHnM. There Is no ronclu- fied to weitfh evidence and pass judST- 

sfve evidence that Prescott, as his friends ment in relation to the question under 

so frequently aver, held a written com- consideration, and this is the Judgment 

mission or order to occupy and defend he rendered in the last of a masterly and 

Bunker Hill, though it would roatternot most unanswerable series of articles 

If he had H*- did nnt i eed It. for the duty which he wrote In 1818 for the '*Colum- 

assigned him ; and there was little time bian Sentiner in reply to Dearborn's 

then, as there IS often little occasion or calumnious accusations :—*'It Is a little 

opportunltv under like circumstances, extrhoidinary that at this late period of 

for technicalities, red-tape, and the like. ^^^^ ^^ should find men disputing about 

General Ward'K Or^erlv Bnolc has no ref- tbe most essential facts relating to such 

erence to it. It has not yet been pro- ^ battle as thnt of Bunker Hill; that even 

dDCed. Wherefore H. B Dawsnn, the ^^^ important one, whether there was 

historian, friend of Prescott and en* my any commander-in-chief or not, is still 

of Putnam, sHielv infers that **none was the subject of controversy. For our- 

iHSued in writine." Sumner's History of selves we think the evidence recently 

East Boston says there is **ieason to be- before the puollc settles that question 

lieve th^t at, and previous to, the battle satlsfactoi ily , ar.d that General Putnam 

of Bunker Hill, the 'orders' were given ^^^ undoubtedly commander in that 

verbally, and not In writing." Putnam's action.*' 

need was not s;reater than Prescott's; ^^^ William Edstis, of Massachu- 

but that hi^ authority, thouii»h dcmbtless <*^lts* Hr. Tarbox, while engaged In 

verbally Kiven, was supreme in that en- writing his bioierapby of Putnam, ac- 

sauement, is the clear and emphatic cepted a pressing invitation to visit 

Judgment of htN day and generation, and H<>"- Daniel Putnam Tyler, at Brooklyn, 

of the. years that followed a'ter, as we Conn., as the latter »*was seriously ill, 

shall coutinue to show. *>id had some things which he wished to 

communicate." Mr. Tyler was born 
near the close of the last century and 

was a great-grandson of the General, 

and was one of the leading men of 
Connecticut, having been lieutenant in 
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the United Static Army in his eerlj 
msDhood and eftpr«aitl a lawyer, a 
deik of ctMirts for Windbain Ooanty, a 
Gimnty jodcr, Senvuir? of Siate and a 
very pttpoUr and eff'-ciive f»pe«krr Id 
p«>IUical campaigbii. He died !■ 1875, at 
the ajse of sevea^y seven. Tiii<« mast 
h«ve bt^o 8hortlv after the visit jast 
referred to. He t«>id Dr. TartM>x abo«i mn 
iateiTiew which be had bad with Gov. 
SaHtift Id 1823, wbeo the latwr ws» 
'^aoxioQa** to relate to bim some facts 
be well knew concemlns the Battle of 
Banker Hill, being moved thereto by 
DearhoroV fal^te accanatinDii which bad 
been poblltthed »eTrral yeari> hefi*rp 
while h« himself wan ab^^ni in Bsrr>pe. 
The testimony which the G«)vc>rDor had 
slven him, he bad now committed to 
Willi as and had wito*-8«<Hl to bef«»n! a 
jostice of the peac« in anticipation ot 
his own spproacbins eiKt. As thas 
pses^oted to Dr. Tsrbox, it stated in 
the stniDgestt termn that Geo. Pntoam 
had been io the banle, *'*ltb almoc^t 
saperboman ener^ artins as c«>mmand- 
er." Mr. Tyler ckn^ed bis deposition 
thob: *'The ror»*Koios i» memortt^r. bat 
perfectly fresh io my n^»nection. The 
only written m»moran«1am I made i^ on 
a blank Iraf of HompbreT!«* l.ife or Put- 
nam and is a8 f<»llow9 : '*1822. Weut to 
Tbompcton with Dr. Btistis at bi.< re> 
qoest, »o that he coo id tell me abont 
Banker Hill ard Geoerai Poinam — «aid 
be wan at the battle. t«arpe<>D — that Geo- 
erai DrarboroV arconnt of the hattle 
was oot correct, that Geoeial Putoam 
was the ommander. and be did not 
know of aoy otber. oor stee any other 
actios as sncb. He Hsid be wan there 
all tbroosb the Ba tie.** The Governor 
btfd formerly b«-eu a obystciao, bad been 
a medical stodeot io Dr. f Genera I) War- 
reo*8 office at the tim<^ tbe detachmeot 
was ordered to Cbarlestowo, bad then 
been a sur^eoo at Bunkt-r Hill aod after 
ward at We.**t Poiot wbeo Potoam com- 
maoded at that p«>st, and soboeqoently 
bad been tbe honored chief magistrate 
of tbe stste, member of Coogresis, and 
SecreUry of War at Washington as 
Dearborn's s* accessor. Soch was the 
man who felt aod knew that a great 
wrung had been done, and who coold 
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correctloa of the error. 

Uoa. H0KT C. 
deliTen^d la 18S9 a 
•akiaiam oa Qeaeral Pa(o 
lioa €»i tbe 



proper 



Hartford, 
eloqQeat 

oo the 
of the 

▼eteraB'« sword fen the Ooaat^ticafe His- 
torical Society. Taiboz tamlabea aa ex- 
tracts froBn the addrr»a aad trlkt aa that 
the speaker made **a miaafee examlBa- 
tioo of the pniofb which so to establish 
the fact of Pataam*s c*>maiaad at Banker 
Hill,** qofHins the laaaaage of the orator 
as he paid tribote fe«j ike **hern, who In 
tbe falnctiai i>f time, whea petitjonat 
prayers, anil r%-aM>>>«tr«acea biMl all 
flu led, aad oar aabora rishts aad priT- 
ili-ges were broashi fei> the arbttraBeat 
of the baule-teid, held la hiai«>rlf a 
safflrieat vtilaoM of itlamberf ag coarage 
aad martial en' haMtAm to electrify cHir 
whole people, and dare^i t^» lead a t»tordy 
ye<»aianry where aov (fared to follow**— 
**ibe irastted leader wIhb oMikl b**]d our 
aotrled ploosbmea t«» a bieasi-w*rk of 
b^y throagb three sstsaalts f^M British 
grenadiers.** 

Wm . W. Whxildox of Ooacoffvi, If aaa., 
tbe venerable bii»tonan wb«Na I have 
oamed in a previ-'a** letter and wiio died 
only a few year« since, wrote maMeroaa 
pamphlets aod newnpaper artldes abont 
m^tteri« of local iotere^t, bet espc-^atly 
of Revolutiooary dayit. He had form- riy 
eidted for forty three ycaia (1827-1870) 
the Cbarlestowo '-Bunker Hill Aurora," 
and for eisbteen years of that time 
(1828 1846) aod biaxer, hid actaaliy 
been a resideot of tbst city, while anea 
of the earlier period were aiill there oa 
tbe t^tage sn*1 he kaew them well. His 
life long atady of the battle, his excep- 
tional famlliarliy with tbe grnond, and 
hi^ rare love of tratb and his well- 
known honesty and exactaess In deal- 
ias With sach qaestioos, constituted 
him a most Important witneas in the 
case before as. Io his ^*New History of 
the ^'attle of Bonkrr Hill** (1875), which 
Dr. Tarbox well says i« **ciear snd ex- 
celleot,*" the veterao aod tboosbtfol 
chronicler obserres^: **It is aw*nmed that 
this qoesition has been finally settled, 
and it Is now very boldly ss«»erted — the 
statement resting on a basis of asser- 
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tions and npioioDs— that Mt la certain and action 8ha)l not be t;aken away from tbe 

now beyond all question that he (PreM- man to whom it heloos^s. . . . We shall 

ct*tt) tiiA,i\ the command of the day and the «tver contend in the clear light of con- 

action.* This siaiemeut Igniireit all tbe temporiiDeoas histoty, that the plan of 

fact and arKomt-nt on tbe other side, that battle wa8 hlH, and the conduct of 

which have never been satirtfactoiily tbe battle was ^to.** 
answered, and we think ix distinctly lo prfsentlnis thas far the kind of 

ontrue." Mr. Wbeildon,« in rererrlog evidence we have adduced from pabli- 

elsewhere to the aiip^r«me command hays : cations of Swett and Tarbox, we have 

**0f coarse, this could only be assumed twice been led to jilance over the centu- 

by a Hoperior ofl9cer, and this officer, ry that followed the battl^^ and now we 

beyond all que!«tlon, wotild be General shall do this once mor^^ gathering the 

Putnam,** who ** necessarily became com- same sort of test imoq]^' from varlons 

manderofthe l^attle and very seB^ibly scattered sources, fgniie of which, 

and satisfactorily left Colonel Piescott as It seems to os^/.^ttave n(>t been 

in lull command of the redoubt. *' adequately, U at all, wifced in the pro- 

Col. Samubl a. Drake, who not only tracted controver><#i'eii>ecting the com- 

is a very able and careful historian, but mand at Bunker Hfl|. - 
also has bad a valuable military experl- Not much may be said In praise of 

ence, nays In his pamphlet, "General the ea«lier poetry or. dramatic pieces of 

Inrael Putnam, the commander at Bun- our country. Yet, so far as they relate 

kerHill:' ••lu estimating tbe services to the Revoluilonary war and its chief 

of General Putnam and Colonel Pres- actors, they, too, reflect ihe popular sen- 

cott from a miliiHry view, the former timent of tbe times when they were 

must rective the award as ihe command- written. Ail such productions, so far 

Ing officer of the flld." At ihe Daovers gj, ^^ have seen them and so far as they 

commemorative meeting, previou^ly have to do with the battle at Chailes- 

referred to as held In 1890, Mr. Drake town, give the command or pretminence 

was one of the speakers and said: to either Putnnm or Warren; none of 

"There is no lact any clearer to my them to Prescoit. One of them is en- 

mind than tba^ the honor of command- titled* 

Rkv I N Tarroit n n Ahpr wold*s »»Curio8ities of Ameiican Litera- 
clthTfor ihe sake o^' c mvenl'ence so ture/ and mention l«, also made of it In 
roarf wltnt8%H from Dr T?rbox'8 Frothirgh.m's Notes. It is a -Dra- 
HLJLl ..«««frm «r ^r rwA^ H«i^f« mailcPieccofFiveActs, InHc-roicMeas- 
pftieett, many or most of viho*ie declara- „..«.. ^„umJk i k«. u k L*. u n dkii^.^^! 

placj. I'et n. bear what .he author fe,i"|j„c,°on ^J New jir^e^ a 
»a*-.fo. himsWf»ft«rbJslhoroDgh..tudy "L™", „f ,h« P..nMn.nt.T p^n„,J.. 

or. h- Whole MOhJ^cl. He writes : ••Qro. S^"''*; "' ^^Ln^n Im^I-L -h/™ «; 
A-ai T>..in .»« . y>4- ..i« « »4- *^ D 4. Thc ooly Amcrlcan officers whom it 

Hn fh.t. i^hi h!., 1? rilCL'^.h^'"*"*?? na.D.8 are Warren. Putn.m and Gardner. 

Sli » vitTm..n, Y^ . n?Sl R. GHswold say* of It ibat !t has not 

w»8 a vitaU point to occupy. . . . But . ,, ' » ^ oralaed wheu 

he weniihere dir. ctly from Bonker Hill f? „ ? fll;\ "LTilS .n^ h^ 

and led tbe army there, ao one entrusted Lrr.„^.M „^„t wi,hn„t S,.,r«n, h«« 

With it* destlules. In all this be is 8een *J?" JVT„«m ?n „Tim?n.n7!« I, h'„p^ In 

to have been tbeir cmmander-ln chief, T.^in^ . Zt »?.T,J?f ^S .h« Wr?,i«h 

««-ri u»« ^ .*» ia o^ M . 4. * k ^ fc, leading a last assault on the British, 

and Pre.«*cott 18 seen not to have been pn.namoivea the order- 

their commander-lnchlef." '^The con- *'at'nam gues ine order . 

sequences of that buttle were immense, **Now from our troops, 

and it becomes all lovers of their couu- Seven hundred gallant men and skilled in 
try to see to it that tbe glory of that arms, 
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With speed select, choice spirits of the 

war: 
By yoo led on, brave Gardner, to the 

heights, 
Ere yet tde morn with dawolDg liffht 

breaks forth. 
Intrench on BuolLer Hill." 

Id the battle that ensQes on the fol- 
lowiofi; day, Wanen is slain and Gardner 
U pierced with a **a muskei-ball death- 
winged." Putnam calls to the army : 

'*Now for onr sacred honor, and the 

woQod 
Which Gardner feels, once more we 

charge, once more 
Dear friend!^, and fence the obscured bill, 
With hecatombs of slain. Let every 

piece 
Flasih, like the flerce consuming fire of 

Heaven, 
And make the smoke In wh*ch they wrap 

themsfivfs, 
*A darkn^s«• visible.' — Now, once asain 
Receive the battle, as a ntiore of rock 
The ocean wave, and if at lant we yield. 
Leave many a death amidst their hollow 

ranks, 
To damp the measure of their dear- 
bought Joy." 

The Americans, overpoweied by num- 
bers, are •>blised to retreat, and Clinton, 
British uf&cer, exclaims : 

** 'Tis true, full victory declares f»r ua. 
But we have dearly, deaily purchased it. 

The left wing gave way. 

And with their shattered infautry, the 

whole. 
Drawn off ^y Pntnam, to the causeway 

lied." 

JoRL Barlow writes in his more 
fam lus poem, **The Vision of Colum- 
bus" :— 
'*There strides bold Putnam and from all 

the plain. 
Calls the third host, the tardy rear sus- 
tains, 
And *mid the whizzing deaths that fill the 

air, 
Waves back his sword and dares the 
following war." 

Richard Frothingham acknowledges that 
^'General Putnam en)oyed great popular- 



ity with the army," and no dooht he 
wonld admit, if he d^en not, thnt the old 
waTior, as Bancroft says of him, was 
"every one*B favorite." The popular 
enthusiasm about 6im easily ran to 
rhyme and not seldom Indulged itself, as 
was common under similar circum- 
stances, in Somewhat ambitions and 
turgid language in prone as well as 
verse. Prescott historians are not slow 
to seize upon auy such exaggerated 
expression which thus had Its origin 
among the people and to make use of it 
to the prejudice of the veteran himself. 
Frothingham quotes the following 
acrostic as shoeing the *Hdea enter- 
taitied of hiiii.** li. \fi wrlitt-n in the 
frequent style of the day, but It is not 
d)ffi«*u'h to d'scover in all such effuHlons 
relative to the hero, who the nriters as 
Well asoth»*rM hellHvefi uas the deuidedly 
energetic commander at Bunker Hill, 

*'P ure mass uf courage, every soldier's 
wonder, 
XJ Dto the fie'd he steps, Inrobed with 

martial thunder, 
T ares up the elements, and rends the 

earth asunder. 
JSf ature designed him for the field of 

battle, 
XT nused to statemen's wiles or coor- 

tier*s prattle, 
M ars like, his chief delights, where 

thanderiog cinuon rattle." 
If that was the spirit and character of 
*'Old Put"— and we think we detect 
something akin to him there — we do not 
wonder that the men who first began 
deliberately to blacken his name and 
roh him of his lauteU, took good care to 
wait until about a quarter of a century 
had elapsed after he had gone to his 
grave and they themselves were thus 
safely beyond his reach, before they 
made their onslaught. 

Richard £mmom8, M. D., in 1839, 
published in Boston a hisio>ical poem of 
one hundred and twenty pages in four 
cantos, entitled **The Battle of Bunker 
Hill, or the Temple of Liberty," with an 
appendix containing Important matter. 
The aathor excelled as a historian rather 
than as a bard. We copy the following 
from his second edition (1841 :) 



17 

''When the decision to proceed was done, scriptive of the character of the hon« 

The whole aoited in the cause as one. ored patriot and as voicing the troth of 

Onward t the motto every sool expressed, history respecting him : 

And for their bleeding country braved **BInnt, hearty, simple, cheerfnl, reso- 
their breast. lute, 

All felt debirous to compose the van, A firm-set sonl, torn by no subtle doobt, 

To plant the flag, and consummate the By birth and nature he was formed a 
plan. man. 

With prompt decision, these their wish Fit for the time, great Feeedom's par- 
obtained— tisan." 

More rich the boon than golden treas- ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

ores gained — **Our corner-stone was laid on Booker 

For Ward, obedient to thejiublic will. Hill, 

Selected Putnam to command the bill ; Aod Israel Putnam laid it. Twas his 

Prescott, who next in enterprise ex- will 

celled, Inspired, bis dauntless energy upheld 

The station next in due gradation held. Our farmer-soldiers on that fatefol field. 

Gridley receives th* important trost, to Years were summed up in that eonian 
form • day, 

The Bu]wark,to resist the coming storm.'* W hen Putnam's shout rang o'er the fbri- 

ous ftray 

The Nbw ToRK Sbvrnth Rbgimbnt, as The battle-cry of freedom— all who 

Dr. Tarbox amusingly* tells as, voiced beard, 

the truer sentiment of the people at the To battle-fury felt their pulses stirred. 

Boston Bunker Hill Centennitd Celebra- It rings across the years, its music is 

tlon of 1875, when with ^'something of a Accordant with the cheer from Salamis 

shock to the finer feelings" of those who Or Marathon, or witb Rienzi's cry; 

were trying **to give a ^rescott torn and *Tbe people's rights, and death to 

fiavor to everything," it came into the tyranny.* ** 

city '^singing iheir regimental song 

composed for the occasion, every one 

of wbnse nine stanzas ends with the V. 

following chorus : 

iXKT^ «,«« iK« «.«»^-„ o* »H.«. A<.K» Editor of thb Mirror :— Extracts 

*We won Ihe victory at that fight, «i„«„ ;« «.« i««4. i^#.»^« «,-« «>««*.«.,*« 

We kntw we should for we were riff ht- *^*^®" *° "^ *^®* **''**'^ "*^ perhaps 

niHPnf«or. ili^himrn^ttn^^^^^^^ «"ffice to show how the Bunker Hill 

Old Putnam led tbe men that night, u«-^« «««« # »- r>»4.»«n. i*«* ♦i»«« u-»— . 

At Boukep Hill at Bunker Hill » »' ^^^^^ ***°^ ^^^ Putnam, but they have 

At Buuter Hill, at BunKer Hill. ^^^^^ ^^ far down in the course of his- 

Nor wa^ tbe nervous effect which was tory and it will be necessary to retrace 

produced by this **rude invasion of all our steps and start again, in order to 

the proprieties of the occasion" at all make our other gleanings as coextensive 

lessened by tbe circumstance, that two as possible with tbe whole field. What 

paintinas were at the same time seen the old veterans of the fight have said 

placed conspicuoosly opon the front of for as is so interesting and weight? that 

the City Hall, one of them, says Tarbox, we can hardly refrain from presenting 

beins that of ^'General Joseph Warren, the testimony of a few others who were 

tbe volunteer and martyr," and the other likewise engaged in the battle. It all 

that of ^'General Israel Putnam, tbe points one way, and particular attention 

chief commander in the battle.*' is called to the fact, that, as in the pre- 

Prof. Charlbs F. JoHMSON of Trinity vious case, so here, it comes from sol- 
College, Hartford, Conn., delivered a diers of Ward and Stark and Putnam, or 
fine poem on the occasion of the dedica- of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
tlon of an Equestrian Statue of General Connecticut, alike. It shows, as Hon. 
Putnam in that State, June 14, 1888. John Lowell intimated in his review of 
We quote a few lines as admirably de- it, while writing his articles for the 



''Colnmblaa Sentlael,' that the Jekloas; that General Patnam bad do part In the 

or Fat Dam's t&atii nblch eo embittered bauie, but rode off the grnaad i*Uh a 

sucb men as Stark aod Dearborn, did aumber of spades and pickaxes In bis 

not altogether pervade the ranki tbey hand, 
commanded. Ebenszbr Beaji, of C'>uwb;, If. H., a 

Job Sfatford, o( Berlin, a sergeant of private in Capt. KlnHman'H cnmpaay. 

Oen. Ward's regiment, teBliaes: "We Col. Stark's reelmi'Dt. "A deUcbment 

went to the rail fencf^. Oen. PntDBm under Captain Kinfinan wax nrdcren on 

waa emplored at different places. He tolbeblllln tbn lorit part ut the day. 

seemed to have tbe chief command on We arrived at the lednabt about twelve 

the bill and where we wrre." o'cloek and contlnaed there tbruogh the 

Enob Reynolds, of Boxfurd, Stark's aciioo. The rest (ifColnnel Stark's reg- 

reglmunt. Sidney Perley, In bis "HU> Iment arrlvedAD the hill Just t>efore the 

Cory of Boxfurd" (I8S0), relates that Mr. actlou commencad. When we arrived 

Reynolds In 1839, when he was 62 years at the redonbc. General Patnam was 

old, addressed to Bicbard Frothiogbsm a there, and was ver.v aelive: be waa arg- 

letter which waa never sent, bat which loi; tbe men on, glvinu orders, riding 

"ts full of Ihe entttuHlasm of ibe old Irom one end of tbe line In the other aa 

soldier and breathes of Lh« spirit of the far aa I could obHt-rve, and continued 

Revolatlonary patriots." He had active through the action, and In my 




Room ih Which Gbn. Isbabi. Putnam Was Borm, Dakvkrs, Mass. 

marched to Bunker Hill from Medford opinion fonghl with Kreat bravery," 
where his reetment had been fHatloned. AHoa Baeks, of the same town, Capt. 

"There was mach confusion In the bat- Abbott's company. SlarK'a regiment, 

tie," he waa wont to say, "Did you see "When we got on the top of the Mil, I 

Patuara that dayF" It was iDqulrxd of saw one or two fletd-pleces which bad 

him. "Tes. If I saw anybody," he cea<ed flrluK. Patnam wan nn hlx home, 

replied. "Where did you see blm?" near tbem, and when wr passed him, he 

"At the breast work," "Are y(ju sore urged Coloael Stark to urge on bis men 

he was in the battle?" "Tes, If 7 was as fast as ponslble." "We marched 

tbere." "Did yon see blm aaaior" down the hill, by Ihe redoabt, and after 

"Tes, when we were going off tbe Beld." Urine flftpun or twenty minutes, as 

"Did yoQ see his bands rail of spades nearly as lean recollect at this distance 

and pickaxes?" "No, bat I remember of time, Major M'Cteary ordered os tn 

aeelng his sword as be was waving it far retAat. I continued in service till 1777, 

In the rear of the retreating Americans." and in 1778 entered again and cootluued 

Tbe last Inquiry had reference, aa Mr. till I780,and never in my life heard'e word 

Ferley indicates, to Dearborn'a allegation apatiut tbe military character of General 



19 

Patoam till I saw General Dearborn's to inqoire where his father was, and 

statement.'* that Major Durkee pointed with his 

Abnbr Allbn, of Western, coanty of sword to Cbarlestown, and confirmed 
Worcester, yeoman. **EDli8ted as a the gesture with his word. Then he 
soldier in the company commanded by hurried to the Generars headquarters, 
Gen. Israel Putnam, Hon. Judge Thos. where tbe Adjutant informed him that 
Grosvenor being then Lieut, of the same, his father *'had been there but for a 
Testifies : I was at the battle of Bunker moment, and had returned to Charles- 
Hill, and went on tbe nigbt before the town as soon as the firing began," The 
battle and worlied at tbe breastwork, same was told him at Gen. Ward's bead- 
Putnam was then and there called Gen- quarters immediately afterward : **Your 
eral, and acted as such" father was here before dawn of day this 

Joshua Ybomans, Norwich, General morning, but has gone bacis to Charles- 
Putnam's regiment. *<Helped build the town." Anticipating the need, he had 
fort the night before the battle, led on come for reinforcements and refi*esh- 
by Gen. Putnam. Was well acquainted ments, but had started back at the first 
with Gen, Putnam. Saw a great deal of sound of the guns. That night, as the 
him in the action, encouraging tbe men." accounts of the battle reached Cam- 

CoL. Daniel Putnam, was tbe son of bridge, the youth's mind was relieved at 

sixteen years whom tbe General left at bearing that his father was safe, and the 

the ploQgh at Pomfret as he flew to next day (^Sunday,) be went in search of 

Cambridge when he heard the tidings him to Prospect Hill. *'There," be says, 

from Lexington, who long afterward so **I fouod him about ten o'clock on tbe 

nobl? defended bis father when he was morning of June 18, dashing about 

assailed by Dearborn, and who, as we amonii the workmen, throwing up in- 

have HCeu, bore witness, with Rev. Dr. trenchment8, and often placing a sod 

Whitney, to the old hero's declarations with his own hands. He wore the same 

as to the command at Bunker Hill. Young clothes he had on when I left bim thirty- 

as be was in 1775, he then joined his father eight hours before and aflSrmed be bad 

at tbe camp at Inman's farm, Cambridge, never put them off or washed himself 

and there made himself useful. Peculiar since, and we might well believe him, 

interest attaches to what Is thus said in for the aspect of all bore evidence that 

relation to certain things that took place he spose the truth." Within those 

on tbe evening of June 16tn. **At sun- ''thirty eight bouts." what a chapter of 

set his father said to him, 'Yon will go American history had been written, and 

to Mrs. Inman's tonight as usual; stay with what herculean and heroic labors, 

there tomorrow, and if they find it what courageous flghtiijg and visrorous 

necessary to leave town, you madt go intrenching, what incessant action, 

with them.' From this order, and the ubiquitous care of the cause, and yet 

attending circumstances, the young man constant and almost unexampled peril to 

knew there was to be a military move- himself, the brave old commander bad 

ment of some importance, in which his crowded them all! And now, when all 

father would participate. *My imag- was over and the rest had fled from the 

ination,' says be, 'figured him as mangled scene, behold him there with the '*rem- 

witb wounds and no one near to aid nant" he had saved, still hard at work on 

him. I earnestly entreated permission tbe vantage-ground he bad discovered, 

to accompany bim.' <No, no, making ready for the common need, ask- 

Daniel' was tbe reply, which he affected ing none of his men to do what he was 

to give sternly, while his voice faltered, not willing to do himself, having at such 

and his eyes filled, as if entering into my au hour no thought of personal comfort 

feelings. He added : ^YoQ can do little, my or appearance, but only having every 

son, where I am going, and there will be energy of soul and body strung as before 

enough to take care of me.' " to highest tension for the sake of Justice 

Daniel also tells, that, early the next and liberty, and content if but tiie right 

morning, he hastened to the encampment should triumph \ If tbe battle of Banker 
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Hill, io all its broad and varied relations, of the local Artillery Ck>mpany, he pro- 

iDflaeuce and effects, was the great and ooanced, at his native city where be still 

giorioQS event it is more and more seen resided, an oration on the 17tb of Jooe, 

to have been, and If General Patuam 1801,— the twenty-sixth anniversary of 

acted the part in It which the many and the battle — which, with other literary 

trostworthy witnesses say he did, remains of his accomplished pen, was 

then, as the one originator of the move- poblisbedin a volume a few years ago by 

ment, and also the one inspiring and bis son, the late Hon. James W. Aostin, 

supreme leader In the action, be rendered of Boston. It made no mention of Pres- 

a service on that day than which a more cott, but said : *<Under the command of 

magnificent and beneficent is not re- General Patnam,a hasty fort,breast high, 

corded in oar Revolntionary annals, was raised with an expedition which 

Yet, in fail view of the nnimpeachable spobe a resolute spirit." We can well 

evidence, as given by Daniel Pntnam, believe that amidst the crowd that 

Thomas Grosvenor, William Enstis SLd listened to his words there were not a 

all the others of our list, there have noc few survivors still of the eventful day, 

been wanting Prescott writers who have who had continued to live on or near the 

quite concealed or questioned the tact spot, and we can well believe that there 

that our veteran was with the original were none of tbem all, soldiers of the 

detachment on the night of the 16th of fight itself or otherM, who disputed what 

Jane,and that he was of signal account in he said. 

the battle that quickly followed. Again Bbv. Jedidiah Morsb, D. D., who, 

and again his name Is conveniently with the assistance of Rev. Elijah Parish, 

omitted where it should prominently A. M., wrote a ^'Compendious History 

appear, good deeds he performed are of New England, desigued for Schools 

ascribed to others, alleged mistakes are and Private Families," of nearly four 

exaggerated. Idle things are credited, hundred pages. Tbis was published in 

and plain truths of history are outrage- Charlestown, Mass, in 1804. Dr. Morse 

onsly perverted and travestied. But was a settled minister In that place for 

more aboat tbis, by and by. thirty-two years, or from 1789 to 1821, 

One or two of the Prescott historians and was the author of various works of 

are pleased to remind us that they had Geography and History. The period of 

I6ng resided in Charlestown and thus his settlement there. It will be seen, was 

had had special advantage for the study the best possible for one of bis pursuits 

0/ the battle on the very ground ^here to learn the principal facts In regard to 

it was fought, and for learning thus the the great event which not many years 

truth about the particular question in before had so immortalized the town, 
debate. However that may be, others Several pages of his **History of New 

who have widely differed from tbem as England" are devoted to the battle of 

to who was the commander, were there Bunker Hill. He makes no mention of 

before them or were there at the same Prescott, but he repeatedly refers to 

time with them, as citizens of the old Putnam and assigns him the command. 

Revolutionary town. We have seen He says, **An army of 20,000 men shortly 

how it was with Mr. Wbelldon, not to Invested Boston under the command of 

mention here any others whom we have General Ward. Soon were these joined 

previously named. But there were two by a large body from Connecticut, under 

more who must not be passed by. Gheneral Putnam, whose name was then 

William Austin, was born at Charles- a host." **On the night, of June 

town and belonged to one of the old 16, 1776, General Putnam, with a thou- 

distlngulshed and historic families of the sand men took possession of Breed's Hill 

place. He was a graduate of Harvard (erroneously called Bunker's). They 

College, and from his social opportuni- labored with such diligence and ardour, 

ties and local surroundings would be that by the dawn of light, they had 

likely to know well what was the tradi- thrown up a redoubt of eight rods 

tion and what the truth. At the request square." .... By and by the reinforced 
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Provincials were coDfrooted at the ran with his endeavor to enthrone his hero* 

fence by the approaching enemy. **In But this is right, if hts belief in his 

this crisis Potoam made an harangne. favorite's supremacy Is really sincere. 

He reminded them Hhat they were all Because we so surely inherit the prlce- 

marksmen, and could bring a squirrel less blessings that flowed from that 

from the highest tree.' He charged them riven rook at Charlestown, we may not 

<to be cool and reserve their fire till the be indifferent as to whose mighty hand 

en«)my were near, till they could see the it was that smote It and let the abundant 

white of their eyes.' They obeyed, and stream gush forth. If we own it as a 

at the distance of ten rods they began a duty and privilege to k how, remember, 

Airious discbarge of small arms. The and honor our spiritual benefactors, we 

British, whose ranks were thinned, re* are bound, for a like reason, to keep in 

treated with precipitation. Again Put* mind and gratefully venerate those who 

nam addressed his men. He told them wrought our political redemption and 

they had done well, and wouldjdo much bequeathed to us the measureless good 

better and directed them to aim at the we enjoy as citizens of a common coun- 

offlcers.' The British returned. The try. No, from more causes than one, the 

Are was terrible. Their, officers ex- controversy will not sleep until it is 

claimed, Mt Is downright butchery to settled aright. Indeed, the more mo* 

lead the men against the lines.' In mentous and fruitful of benefits the 

telling the story, 'My Gk>d,' said Putnam, Battle grows to the view, the more 

*I never saw such carnage ot the human eagerly new claimants, throogfa the 

race.* *' The fierce assault was then kindness of their friends, press forward 

made on the redoubt, and *'a retreat was for the command. It is not Prescott 

ordered." The historian discribes the alone who has done it, or rather his 

loss of the British during the day as belated partisans for him; for it was 

prodigiously |[reater than that of the only several years ago that champlonk 

Americans, or as greater than they sus- of General Stark boldly pushed their 

talned "at the battle of Quebec, which own idol to tbe front, and with about as 

gave them the province of Canada, a much warrant or Justification. One 

proof that Putnam's orders were:; not thing is clear, that, however much their 

disregarded.'* Such early and worthy vision may be disturbed and their judg- 

Charlestown authorities as Austin, ment perverted as regards Stark and 

Mon>e and Whetldon, are also not to be Putnam, through their enthusiastic ad* 

disregarded., miration of the former and the old 

inherited grudge they owe to the latter, 

•n.^ they are yet keen enough to see that, at 
_ ^ *" any rate, Prescott, whatever his indis- 
Editor of thk Mirror:— At a ban- putable merit, was not the man. But if 
que& of di^scendants of Bevolutionary Prescott or Stark may enter the lists, 
soldiers, which took place at Chicago, why may not Mr. Depew's generally 
June 17, 1898, Chaoncey M. Depew said: accepted dictum ere long incite to a 
"The Battle of Bunker Hill created the •'boom" for Pomeroy or some other 
American Republic, the hope and salva- gallaot worthy of tbe memorable day, 
tlon of the world," and the utterance who shall eclipse the Pepperell Colonel 
found great favor with his andience. himself, as the ''incomparable" one upon 
Certain it is that no event of oor nation- whom '*too much praise can never be 
al history, more than that Battle, de- bestowed" and on whom "will the eye of 
serves our earnest study; nor can the history beam"— "the hero of that blood- 
question, who was then and there the dyed summit" and the "orator of the 
chief commander of the field, ever be opening strife," and "the cool and delib- 
regarded as a matter of but little interest erate overseer of the whole struggle," 
or importance. Now and then a Pres- and "the merciful deliverer of the rem- 
cott man pretends thus to make light of nant"— who "had done enough to sat- 
It, but Instantlv, we notice, he proceeds isfy his country" and "had secured a 
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glorioQS immortaltty"? Meanwbile let delphia, bas two articles on the Battle, 
as tarn Arom all this rivalry and rhetoric, in the February and March d ambers, 
and porsae the sober facts of the past, 1818. The original detachment is placed 
and in a letter or two more complete oar under Prescott, bat the chief command 
list of names, with their accompanying in the encasement is thns given to War- 
statements, and then ask on rselves what ren and then to Patnam; '^General 
it all means. Warren who had beeo appointed by 

Chablbs J. W. BoTTA, a learned Congress a Major Geaeral in their ar- 
Italian, who was boro at Piedmont, in mies only foar days before, was every- 
1766, pablisbed, in 1809, in foar volames, where aiding and enconraging his men. 
a **Hi8tory of the. War of the Indepen- General Pomeroy commanded a Brigade, 
dence of the United States." It was and General Potnam, a brave and meri- 
some years afterward translated into oar torioas officer, directed the whole on the 
own language and repablished io New 'fall of Warren.*' 

York in one volume. Thomas Jefferson Ezbkibl Sanford published at Phila- 
highly praised the work. Concerning delphia, in 1819, his **History of the 
the Battle of Banker Hill, the author United States before the Revolution, 
says: '^General Putnam directed in with some account of the Aborigines." 
chief, and held himself ready to repair to He says of the Battle: **Itmay be true 
any point where his presence should be that the Army was not under any Gien* 
most wanted." eral, who had been regularly commis- 

Rbv. Mason L. Wbbms was for some sioned ; but it is equally true, that 
years rector of the Pohick Episcopal Putnam discbaraed the duties, though 
Churcb, at Mount Vernon, where Wash- he might not have held ^he diploma, of a 
mgton was ao attendant. He resigned comroander-in-ciiief.** 
his charge about 1790. He wrote and Aldbn Bradford was a highly hon- 
published biographies of Washington, ored citizen and an eminent historian of 
Marion, Franklin and Penn. The first Massachusetts. *'He was a man of 
mentioned waH orlsinally a brief sketch sturdy and independent honenty, and was 
and was issued in 1800, the year after the perfectly candid and tolerant.'* In 1825, 
death of the great and sond man whom be published a pamphlet account of the 
it commemmorated. This was after- Battle, in which he said : **0n coinpar- 
ward enlarged and passed through many ing all the circumstances and transac- 
editions. Appleton*8 Cyclopaedia (1880) tions of the occasion, by recollecting the 
says of it, that it **is still largely sold in conduct of Putnam, as stated by several 
the rural districts of many parts of this persons in the battle, and by other citi- 
country and is the most popular bingra- zens who were on Charlestown Heights 
phy of that General in existence.** From as volunteers, and by assuming that snch 
a German edition of it, which appeared an important enterprise would not have 
in 1817, we give several orief transla- been undertaken by advice of the Council 
tions, as relating to the Battle of Bunker of War or Committee of SafetjF without 
Hill. The Author makes no mention of some system (although the short time 
Prescott, but says : '*Tbe Americans there was to make arrangement, and the 
were all inspired with the greatest en- imperfect organization of the American 
thusiasm for their freedom." **Their troops prevented it being entirely rega- 
brave countrymen and leaders, Patnam lar and complete), it will appear that be 
and Warren, were at th» front." ** *Do was, in fact, the commander-in-chief, 
not throw away a sinele shot, my sallant He evidently acted as such, and either 
comrades,' said the veteran Patnam. had the appointment by General Ward, 
*Throw not a single shot away, but aim or by designation and consent of the 
well and press no trigger until you can Council of War." These are Tery 
see the white of their eyes."* Weems weighty words, and they are the oatcome 
was an eccentric character, but he helps of Bradford's later studies of the sub- 
to voice the prevalent opinion. ject. (Italics Mr. Bradford*s.) 

**Thb Analbotio Magazinb," Phila- **Thb National Portrait Gallbrt," 
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io four volames, condocted by James B. accooDt of tbe eogagemcnt, he makes 

LoDgmaoD, of Philadelphia, and James him practically tbe cbief. Beferriog to 

Herring, of New York, and published in certain conflicting testimony of soldiers' 

1836, contains an article on Gen. Pu&- or eye-witnesses of the flght, he writes : 

nam, from which we quote the follow- ''The evidence of one competent witness, 

ing; '*0n the 16tb of June, 1775, it was testiC^ing that be saw General Putnam 

determined in a Connril of War at in the heat of the engagement, discharg- 

which General Putnam assisted, that a ing tbe duty of a brave and able com- 

fortifled post should be established at or mander, would be allowed, in any court 

near Bunker Hill. General Putnam of justice, to overbalance that of any 

marched with the first detachment and number, who could only say they did not 

commenced tbe work; he was tbe prin- see him* The amount and character of 

cipal engineer who traced the lines of positive testimony to this point, fbr- 

the redoubt on Breed's Hill, and he con- nished by Colonel Swett's notes, is such 

tinned mobt of the nigbt with the work- as should satisfy tiie most determined 

men. At sunrise, on the morning of skeptic." 

the 17th, he had taken his station, and Gborob Canning Hill also wrote a 
he participated in the danger as well as Life of tbe General (1858), designed 
tbe glory of that day. He was, it is more particularly for the young and pub- 
believed, considered as having the gen- lished as one of the* 'America uBlograph- 
eral superintendence of tbe expedition.' leal Series." He says : "Whenever, 

Oliybr W. B. Pbabodt. The Seventh indeed, this immortal battle is spoken of 
Volume of "Spark's American Biogra- by tbe people of this country, it will 
pby." New York, 1854, (entered 1837} have to be admitted that these two men, 
contains a "Life of Israel Putnam,** of above all others, — Putnam and Pres- 
113 pages, written by the cultured and cott, — began ftnd carried forward tbe 
excellent Bev. O. W. B. Peabody. It work, which on that day was so glori- 
refers to those "who shared with General ously done." "Putnam took the general 
Putnam the glory of the day," and says command outside of the redoubt, over- 
alsov with much force, "it is very im- seeing the arrangements of tbe men, 
probable that the various detachments and taking due advantage of all favor- 
should have been left without a comman- able circumstances." 
der of the whole. He (Putnam; appears G. H. Hollistbr was the author of a . 
to have acted, throughout the battle and "History of Connecticut," published in 
tbe previous arrangements. for it, in this two volumes, in 1857. Of the Battle of 
capacity. Sucb was the purport of his Bunker Hill, he says: "As Putnam bad 
own constant declarations." And the conceived this daring enterprise, so was 
author quotes in connection with the tbe execution of it intrusted to his 
last statement, the testimony of Presl- hands, as best suited to bring it to a 
dent Dwigbt, who said of the General, safe issue.'* And again : "Meanwhile, 
that "his word was regarded as an am- General Putnam was busy bere and 
pie security for anything for which it there, superintending and directing ^ 
was pledged; and bis uprightness com- the movements of the American Army." 
mranded absolute confidence." 

William Cutter, who published an 

extensive and most interesting Life of ^jl^ 

Putnam, in 1847, deals more fully with 

all the details of bis career than any EDrroa of thb Mirror:— I must 

other of his biographers. He sais, close our roll of names with a few of 

(Fourth Edition, 1854,) without much more recent date. 

discussion of the particular question we Rby. Horaob Bushnbll, D. D., the 

are consideriog, "Putnam, though he sn- most eminent New England preacher and 

perintended tbe expedition to fortify the theologian of his day, was a profound 

bill, had no definite command in the student of history as well as a master of 

battle which ensued/* while yet, in his Christian doctrine. In one of bis vol- 
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omefl, entitled, **Work and Play" (1964,) realised tbe need of fortiffiiig Bnnker 

there is a ?ery able chapter on <*Hl8tor^ Hill, and ''ordered off a large detachment 

ical Bstlmate," in which he gives a from the redoubt (that is, from Prescott) 

snccinct acconnt of the battle of Banker with the intrenching tools to break 

Hill and in a striking and impressive ground therei" "At last the Nbw Hamp- 

manner sets forth Putnam as the com- shire troops arrived," and 'Tntnam 

mander. He says : "The occopation of reserved a part of this force to throw op 

tha hill was emphatically Putnam's meas- the work on Banker Hill, and ordered 

are, — one that truly represents the man. the remainder to press on to the lines as 

See him, as he is represented, in tbe quick as possible, aud to Join the 

council, the march, the beginning of the Connecticut troops at the rail fence," 

entrenchment, the fight itself; present "and they moved on rapidly to the line." 

everywhere, directing, cheering on the "Colonel Little arrived with bis (Massa* 

men, rallying aU the force he can to heep chnsetts) troops ; Patnam ordered them 

the d^ult point of the field ; last in the to their posts " "Captain Ford arrived 

retreat, issuing grimmed with smoke with his compaoy" (from Chelmsford, 

and gnnpowdeir, and seeking, with his Mass.) ;f Patnam "ordered" tbe veteran 

force, another hill, there to entrench to draw Callender's deserted cannon 

again and wait the fortunes of another from the hill to the line; "the Captain 

day— do this, I say, and there is but one remonstrated," sayiug that his men lacked 

conclusion for us to receive, vis., that artillery discipline; "but the general 

General Patnam was the chief in com- persisting in his order, he obeyed; his 

mand, the animatiog spirit of the battle, company moved with the canoon, accooh- 

Tfals most be our claim, and we must panied by tbe General himself, to the 

make it understood.** (The italics, as in rail-fence." **TQe American drams 

the case of the other witnesses whom we beat to arms, Putnam left hts work 

cite, are In the orleinal as the author's commenced on Banker Hill, and led the 

own.) troops ioto action.*' Colonel Gardner 

David Pulsifbr, A. M., a well known arrived with a part of his regiment, and 

member of various hisioilcal societies, Colonel Scammans, with a part of his^and 

published, In 1872, a small book of seven- both received orders from Patnam, and 

ty-fivepages,eDtiiIed" An Account of the both were of Massachusetts. It needs 

Battle of Bnnker Hill, Compiled from no plain and positive declaration that 

Authentic Sources.** (Boston; A. Will- Putoam was chief, when it Is thus stated 

lams & Co.) He places the detachment, on good, authenticated testimony, that 

as it marched on the evenlog of tbe I6tb, he took troops from both Stark's and 

under Prescott, and says that Putnam Prescott's forces as he needed them, 

accompanied it, bat does not expressly stationed regiments or parts of regiments 

state who had the chief command on tbe as they came on the ground, led the 

following day, while Putnam aud Pres- action as tbe battle began, aud gave 

cott both are represented as very orders to Connecticut, Massachusetts 

pnominent and active. Yet what, with and New Hampshire men alike, at ti^nes 

ample warrant, he says of Putnam is compelling obedience with the sternest 

abandantly suggestive of his leader* voice of command Nor are the instances 

ship. The men who worked at midnight thus adduced the only ones recorded by 

to build the redoubt, "performed prodi- PolsUer. 

gies of labor,**' and were "instracted and Ramd, Avkrt, & Co., of Boston, pob* 
stimulated by Putnam, Prescott, and lished, in 1876, a "Bunker Hill Centen- 
other oflacers." Earlier and later, on the nial," of eight pages and of large news- 
17th., Putnam, as opportunity was given, paper form, giving a history of the Bat- 
rode back for reinforcements, in antici- tie and containing numerous maps and 
pation of the crisis^ or as the actual pictures illustrative of it. The narrative 
conflict required. He "ordered Captain follows generally the account as written 
Knowlton, with the Connecticut troops, by Col. Swett, Prescott heading the de- 
to take post behind tbe rail fence." He tachment on the evening of the 16th, and 
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Patnam bavlng the principal soperlnteD- the Mystic. It is, of coarse, true, that 
dence and direction of the enterprise and when Warren came on the groand, be 
leading the troops into action on the was the ranking officer, being a Major- 
following day. General; and that his declination to 

Ellbn D. Larked. '*The History of serve as chief commander left Putnam, 
Windham County** (^Conn.), of which the then a Brigadier General, as the ranking 
towns of Pomfret and Brooklyn are a officer and logically with the same right 
part, is a monument of Miss Larned's to the supreme command, bat a right 
patient and well-directed industry. It which he had possessed and had exercised 
was published in two large octavo vol- before Warren's arrival. Warren*s de- 
umes in 1880, and is crowded with inter- clination clothed him with no new power, 
esting and impr>rtant matter, evincing He did not offer Warren what he had not 
extraordinary research and care. Con- to give, nor would Warren so courteous- 
cerning the Battle of Bunker Hill, she ly have refused such an honor f^om one 
says: '*A most honorable share in the wbo bad no claim to it himself. But it 
glory of this momentous battle was won is true, also, that Putnam tooR men from 
by Windham County," and adds; *'Her Stark as well as from Prescott, for in- 
Patnam** was '*the chief projector of the trenching on Bunker Hill — a demand to 
movement/* and '*chief in command upon which tbey both yielded, and which 
the hill during the day," and *'even those attests bis authority over them both. It 
who would rob him of his laurels allow was not the only instance of bis supreme 
that 'no service was more brilliant than rule over them during that day ; but If he 
that of the Connecticut troops whom he bad no occasiun further to interfere with 
was authorized tu command.' " their work, it was because he felt that 

**Applbton*s Cyclopabdia of Amrri- each of them was competent and would 
CAX Biography,'* (1888), in its sketch of be faithful to his post. When Warren 
General Putnam, has the following with signified his desire to serve only as a 
reference to matters at Cambrid^^e and volunteer and asked where he could be 
Banker Hill : ''From the nature of the most useful, Putuam, anxious for his 
situation, rather tt^an by right of senior- safety, pointed him to the redoubt, and 
ity. Gen. Ward, of Mass., exercised prac- said, **Prescott is there, and will do bis 
tically tbe command over the whole. Oo duty." 

the day of Bunker Hill, it would seem Goybrnor Lounsbury, of Connecti* 
that tbe actual command was exercised cut, delivered an eloquent address, in 
by Prescott at tbe redoubt and by Stark accepting in behalf of his state, at 
at the rail fence. Warren was the rank- Brooklyn, June 14, 1888, the equestrian 
ing officer on the field, but as he express- statne of General Putnam which was 
ly declln*d the command, it left Putnam then and there dedicated with appropri- 
tbe rankini; officer, and in that capacity ate ceremonies to the honor of the old 
he withdrew men withintrenchiutt tools hero. In the course of his remarks he 
from Prescott*8 party, uodettook to said : '*We all know that we can do 
throw up earthworks on the crest of nothing here today to perpetuate the 
Bunker Hill in the rear, and towards the memory of tbe illustrious dead. He, 
close of the day conducted the retreat whose command directed and whose 
and directed tbe fortifying of Prospect presence inspired the heroic struggle on 
Hill. Putnam was, therefore, no doubt Bunker Hill, crowns with bis glory even 
tbe ranking officer at Bunker.HilI,thougb the lofty monument that is erected there. 
\t does not appear that the work of The genius of neither orator nor artist 
Prescott and Stark was in any wise done can slid the fame of Isrnel Putnam." 
under bU direction.** Hon. Hbnrt C. Robinson, of Hartford, 

These statements have much of truth delivered the able and appropriate **Me- 
and force. It is true that Prescott com- morlal Address," at the Dedication of 
roanded at one end of the lines as Stark Gen. Putnam's equestrian statue, to 
commanded at the other^the latter being which reierence has just been made. He 
at that portion of the rail fence nearest said: **I have alluded to Putnam as the 
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commaodins officer at . Banker HilL It Haien saM, in tbe coarse of his speech : 

is eooagb to say tbat the voices of con- <*I was particularly pleMed to bear the 

temporaneoos literature and tbe repre- excellent remarks of Mr. Drake. I lie* 

seatations of tbe early sketches and pic- lieve he is right Id bis estitnate of Geo. 

tnres of tbe battle as published iu this Putnam and his pciHition on tbat great 

country i^^aod on tbe other side of tbe day** (June 17th, 1775.) 
ocean, are substantially ananimoos in John Ward Dbak, A. M., Veteran 

demonstration of the fact. It was re- Bditor for so many long years of tbe 

served for later and ill-judged criticism to **New Bnglaod Historical and Genealog- 

question it. Tbe artiflcial rules of eti- ical Register." In the Centenary number 

quette and precedence were then, as they (1876) of tbat periodica!, Mr. Dean gives 

had been before, and as they now are, and an interesting notice of Dr. Tarbox*s Life 

as they ever will be, the cause of histoi- of Putnam, in which be presents strong 

ical quarrel and discussion.'* * * * * and conelusive reasons why Prescott 

'*There was little unity of plan." * * * * could not be regarded aw the chief com- 

**In the broad sense of leadership there mander at Bunker Hill, 
can be no doubt in any Impartial mind In a letter which he wrote for the 

that he was tbe leader of tbe American Dan vers meeting of 1890, be says: **It 

troops, and was so considered by friends would give me great pleisure to assist 

and foes at tbe day and lime." in paying honor to tht^ memory of tbe 

Bbv. Gborob W, Porter, D. D. At brave patriot. Gen. Putnam, who ren- 

the commemorative meeting at Danvers dered important services to tbe colonies 

in 1890, to- which one or two allusions in tbe French and Imllan wars, who 

have already been made, a letter was commanded at tbe Battle of Bunker Hill, 

read from the venerated R\iv. Dr. Porter, who enjoyed the friendship of Washing- 

who was then tbe President of tbe Lex- ton, and who was entrusted by him with 

ington Hisiorical Society. Thin is a part important commands In the Revoiution- 

of what be wrote; *'If the t'ollowiog t»en- ary War. I And. however, that J must 

timent is III your judgment worthy of tbe reluctantly decline to accept your kind 

attention of tbe audience tbat shall Invitation." 
assemble on Monday evening next to 

commemorate the One i^uudredth Ann!- Such is tbe *'cloud of witnesses." It 

versary of the death of tbe commander «)f could easily be made much larger, but 

the Colonial forces at the Battle of Bunker enough has been done to show how ex- 

Hill, it is at your disposal.— To the mem- tensively, from the earliest time down to 

ory of Major General Putnam, an officer our own, it has been believed that Gen. 

of the army of tbe American Revolution, Putnam was tbe supreme commander of 

preeminently the Cincinnatut* of moderu the American forces at Bunker Hill on 

times, distinguished for bravery in the the 17th of June» 1776. Those who have 

field and for wisdom in council, possess- been called thus to testify from their own 

ing a mind fertile in resources and personal knowledge, or from their deep 

prompt In action;— may bis heroic life conviction that he was the leader and 

and character never cease to Inspire the the hero, are firom the New England 

hearts of coming generations, and bis colonies or states generally, and from 

ardent, intelligent, and unfaltering pa- various other sections of the country and 

triotism be tbe model of our devotion to from beyond the sea. They represent 

the Republic which bis military exertions many a clarfs. Interest, or occupation, 

largely helped to originate and his civic They are military officers of higher or 

virtues to Illustrate.^* humbler rank, brave though untitled 

Bby. Hbnrt a. Hazbn, of Auburndale, soldiers of tbe army, statesmen, govern- 
MasB., author of the '^History of Biller- ors, judges and lawyers; scholars, his- 
ica," was one of the speakers at tbe torians, biographers, college President h 
meeting just referred to. We have else- and professors, editors and publishers; 
where alluded to an address on tbat clergymen, poets, artists, orators, corn- 
occasion by Col. Samuel A, Drake. Mr. mittees, and other witnesses or author- 
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ities. Tbey voice the sentimeDt or belief tbie Achillea of the fight, and the presld- 
of great maltitodes of people. The vast ing geoias of the fray." Aboat that 
majority are prononnced \n their declar- matter, I have still more to say. First, 
atloD of the Fact, and if any of them fail however, as I began my list of witoesses 
to do so, or treat the general subject as with General Putnam and Dr. Whitney, 
if the vital point were well understood of Pomlret, Conn., where they both lived 
and needed no special emphasis, yet the and died, let me close it with still another, 
troth ever and anon crops oat by suggest who, like the great patriot, was a native 
tioii or implication which gives to prom- of Danvers, and who there passed his 
ineoce the force of supremacy. The nu- long and conspicuous life. John W. 
merouH statements vary in regard to Proctor, Esq., was for many years the 
many particulars and are not of equal most prominent lawyer in the town. He 
value, just as might naturally be expect- was the son of Johnson Proctor, a brave 
ed ; but as to the special matter in hand. Revolutionary soldier, *'of stoutest frame 
the verdict is as accordant as it is impres- and stalwart mind.*' Both father and 
sive. It is not t>hat testimony, early son were well*versed in American his- 
or late, — later rather than earlier,~:-is not toricallore: and the latter, in his Ad- 
elsewhere brought forward in support of dress at the Danvers CeDtennial Celebra- 
the other side; nor is it that thin is not tlon, June 16. 1852, said: **Captains 
often given by men of high distinction; Foster, Flint, Page, Porter and othersof 
nor is it, yet again, that there are not Danvers, were found in the post of dan- 
certain conflicting statements by the ger, at the bloody ramparts of Banker^ 
varying authorities, that more or less em- Hill, under General Putnam, the ^grn^' 
barrass many minds and lead to dilTerent mander, himself of Danvers." It is ftUing 
yet honest conclusions. If it had not been that Danvers and Porofret should Join 
so, there would not have been the earnettt their voices in the general testimony as 
and protracted controversy which had they do, not so much from any feeling of 
taken place about tne command. Not the mere local pride, but rather from a deep 
less significant, however, ifr*tbe consen> sense of justice lo one whose character 
sus of the popular mind as evidenced or and service they well know and have 
indicated in the foregoing pages. But every reason to viudicate and honor, 
let us now turn to a more general con- '^Orders in Writimg.*' 

sideration of the subject, ask ourselves In support of the theory that Prescott 
what are the facts that underlie and was the chief commander in the battle, it 
support the constant and persistent dec- is claimed that he bad orders in voriting 
laration of our witnesses, and pass in from General Ward to conduct the 
review some of the ways by which it has detachment, as its head, to Bunker 
been attempted to reverse this judgment Hill on the evening of the 16th of June, 
of our coantryroen, and falsify so impor- and there erect fortifications and defend 
tant a chapter of our American history, them; and that these orders entitled him 

to the supreme direction of affairs, not 

vin only during that night, but also in the 

Editor ov the Mirror : Very apt and engagement that ensued on the following 
true are the words wUlch our esteemed day. It is a question of much interest, 
friend and local historian, Mr. George whether any such wriUnn orders were 
F. Priest, quotes In last week's Mirror ever issued, and if not, what was proba- 
from Charies J. Peterson's '* Military bly the nature of the orders that were 
Heroes of the United States" (Philadel- actually given. The inquiry involves a 
phia, 1848). Dr. Tarbox says: *'The curious, yet vital bit of history. 
man who had most to do in unlocking It was on the 15th of June, the day- 
those Bunker Hill thunders was General before the march of the detachment, that 
Putnam'*: and Peterson was likewise the Massachusetts Committee of Safety, 
correct when he wrote, -*To Putnam we originallv appointed by the Provincial 
owe the battle of Bunker Hill,'* and Congress, Oct. 26, 1774, to muster and 
described him as **the hero of the day, equip the militia and generally to regulate 
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or manage the army, Eesolvedt unaui- As he still urged the plao, Warren was 
moQsly, that, **Wherea8 it appears of so moved by the appeal, that he exclaim- 
importance to the safety of this colony ed to blm, ^'Almost thou persaadest me, 
that possession of the hill called Bunker'8 General Putnam.*' It is easy to see that 
Hill, in Charlestown, be securely kept the latter was the one aggressive spirit 
and defended," *'it be recommended to the in that Council of War, to whose mem- 
Council of War thai the above mentioned bers it was now left to determine what 
Bunker*8 Hill be maintained by sufficient should be done. The opposition so far 
forces being posted there." Accordingly gave way that it was voted to proceed 
the Council of War, composed of the with the enterprise, and it was a very 
general officers of the augmented army natural and appropriate thing to do, to 
that now beleaguered Boston, met on the make the one who had coaceived the 
16th to take action with regard to these plan and was its most ardent and influen- 
recommendations ot the Committee, tial advocate, and was by far the most 
Dr. Tarbox says that, among those who experienced and popular officer of the 
were present, **four persons are quite army there, tlie directing, general superin- 
distinctly seen. Ward, Warren, Putnam tendent of the expedition. As Horace 
and Pomeroy," and that *'there were Bushnell has testified to us : *'Tbe occu- 
probably other Generals there, from the pation of the hill was emphatically Put- 
right wing of the army at Roxbury, — nam*s measure; one ihat truly represents 
Thomas, or Spencer, or Heath, and the man." His suggestiou of it and his 
perhaps all three of them." Frothing- insistence upon it, were in full accord 
ham slips Prescott, a colonel, into the with his spirit and action in all the battle 
group, but Tarbox finds no '^historical and in bis earlier and later life. It is of 
authority" for his presence and regards the utmost importance for one to keep 
it as only ^*of the imagination," though, these facts weli in mind as he considers 
as be says, '*if he was really there, it the events that soon followed, and not to 
was doubtless by special invitation, as lose sight of them as some of the bistori- 
one upon whom Putnam had already fixed ans would have us do. Dr. Ellis very 
his thought to bear au important part in appropriately describes the enterprise 
the expedition." Tarbox adds: '*It is as one that was '^fearfully hazardous." 
very certain that the colonels generally Therefore, it was of the utmost necessity 
were not in the couucil," and *'A few that it should be entrusted to the chief 
weeks later we have records of these control of some well-known and honored 
Councils of War and they are composed veteran whose name and record would 
only of the general officers." be most likely to give the assurance of 
An earnest discussion ensued at this success. As many as eiaht generals and 
meeting in relation to the proposed more than thirty colonels were in that 
movement. Both Ward and Warren army, and half of the former and a large 
were opposed to it, as a rash or impru- proportion of the latter, had won military 
dent project, while Putnam and Pomeroy distinction in former years, and were 
decidedly favored it. Dr. Ellis admits able and accomplishi^d soldiers. And 
that **General Putnam was earnest in his yet we arc asked to believe that the 
advocacy of the measure" and says, also, authorities passed by Putnam with bis 
that "Pomeroy coincided with Putnam." previous ten years of heroic warfare 
The plan originated with Putnam, who, against the French and Indians, and 
according to the testimony of his worthy such tried and competent generals as 
son, Daniel Putnam, had told Ward, Thomas and Spencer and Pomeroy and 
Warren and Palmer, that bis object was others, and. such trained and able colo- 
not to **batter" the town of Boston, '*but nels as Stark and Reed, Frye and Bridge, 
to^draw the enemy from it, where we Nixon and Brewer, and Gardner, Learned 
might meet them on equal terms", saying, and John Whitcomb— and gave the corn- 
moreover, that * 'the army wished to be mand to iVescott, who, as Heath himself 
employed and the country was growing says, was **unknown to fame," and who, 
dissatisfied with the inactivity of it." good soldier though he was, had only 
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served for a brief time, about twenty tbe detachment was originally placed 
years before, as lieutenant of a company aoder tbe command of Colonel Prescott, 
of foot at tbe capture of Cape Breton, vjith orders in writing, from the Com- 
Tbis servlcf , thoutfh we may well believe mander-in-cbief ; that they marched to 
ii to have b«en creditable to him as a Breeds Hill and there threw np the 
bumble officer, was by no means extra- works: aod that neither General Putnam, 
ordinary; and whatever embellishments nor any other officer, ever exercised or 
his friends may seek to add to it and claimed any authority or command over 
however they may search for facts or him, or the detachment, b^ore or in the 
circumstances with which to magnify or battle; that Qeneral Putnam was not in 
eke out bi^ military importance as he the redonbt during tbe action. All this 
now comes before us at* a oewly appoint- I have often beard stated by my father, 
ed colonel of a provincial regiment, it as well as other officers of the station.** 
still' remains tbat teni« of tboufiiands of That is, while Mr. Froth ingham says that 
tbe liemeosuu* and rank and file of our Prencott bad written orders to proceed to 
recent Union Armies, all ''unknown to Bunker Hill and intrench there, as the 
fume", won a!< much distinction and did Committee of Safety had recommended, 
MS much for their country as be had tbe Judge — an authority which he de- 
done, if not more. Let go what is so clare««, at the s me time. Is *'of such high 
plainly meretriciouH and what is so labo- character aa to be, of itself, almost conclu- 
riously attempted in order to make out a sive** — distinctly affirms tbat his father, 
caf%e, and it will be neen bow very unlike- having tbe written orders, actually march- 
ly it was tbat, in the presence of such ed to !Brsed*s i7(2Z, and intrenched there. 
generals and c<ilout*l(4 as we have nam- Bunker Hill which but just now with Mr. 
ed, Prescott could have h«*en selected to Frotbingham was tbe objective point to 
lead so to'fearfuDy liHzardons** an enter- be aimed at, la here quite lost sight of by 
prise. the Judge, and Breeda Hill, anothtr 

Yet Mr. Frotbingham bravely says: eminence, **nearer Boston,** rises to 
**I7iedetachfnentwas placed under the com- view, as the proper destination of tbe 
mand of Col, William Prescott, of Pepper- detachment and tbe place for its defenses. 
ellt who had orders in writing, from Oener- as to what is said in denial of Putnam's 
al Ward, to proceed that evening to exercise of any authority or command 
Bunker Hill, build fortifications to be over Prescott **before or in tbe battle,** 
planned by Col. Richard Gridley, the we shall present in due time to our 
chief engineer, and defend them until h^ theorists certain stubborn fscts to the 
should be relieved.*' (Tbe italics ours), contrary for their thoughtful considera- 
Ont: would almost think, in reading this tion. But meanwhile it may not seem 
formal and very precise statement, that so very strange to us that, in view of 
there never was, nor could be any doubt Mr. Frothingbam*s declaration and thr 
a*4 to the trntb of it, and that all its parts Judge's testimony as given *ibove,aDd the 
raust needs be e*<tabli8bed bistory. Incongruity between them which has been 
What is Mr. Frotbingham'M authority as pointed out, taken in connection with 
regards such ** orders in writing?** The the absence, heretofore alluded to, of 
learned Henry B. Dawhon, so friendly any original or authentic document con- 
to Prescott and so furious against Put- taining the alleged **orders,'* or any note 
nam, sayn that the hiHtorian*s chief or trace of them whatever in General 
authority for them, and the only one that Ward's Orderly Book, where certainly 
is *'at all important,** is a Memoir of tbe tbe record would appear if they were 
Battle, by Jodge William Prescott, who ever issued as described— it is not strange, 
was A son of tbe colonel and of whom we say, that, under such circumstances, 
the author of the **Siege" makes a great so well informed and independent a man 
account in his narrative. Turning to as Mr. Dawson, should, as he does, sum 
the *^Memoir*' as quoted in that book, we up the matter and render judgment in 
And this from the Judge himself : <'I these words :— 
have always nnderstood and believe that **The only authority for this subject is 



so 



Mr. Frothlbgbam, wbo cites a M.S. 
Memoir by Col. Prescott's son." . . . 
'Mtself merely hearsay evidence— wbicb 
is stadioQsly withheld from the poblic, 
.evcD fk*om the stadeots of the history of 
that period, by those who possess it; 
and we are not Informed of the words 
employed therein on this subject. For 
oorself, we are free to say that the 
evidence of the Orderly Boots of General 
Ward, and other circumHtances within 
oar Icnowledge, lead ns to believe that 
no Order was Uaued in writing to Col- 
onel Prescott.** (ItallcH ours. Fortu- 
nately, what purports to be the *^Me- 
moir" has sio^e been printed.) 

It is not alone that snch an incoo- 
graity exists as between Mr. Frothing- 
bam and Judge Prescott, but In certain 
other records of the Prescott family 
there seems to be a more palpable con- 
tradictioD. In Butler's "Historv of 
Grdton" (1848) there is a somewhat 
extended account taken from what 
is known as the **Prescott Manuscript" 
for the use of which the author was 
^'indebted to a distingui>hed descendant 
of the commander at Bunker Hill,*' 
which was **penned at snndry times and 
kept by sundry pernonn of that family,*' 
and of *Hhe truth and correctness of 
which,** we are also told, **no doubt can 
exist." This record <»f "snndry times'* 
and of '^sundry persons " states that 
**General Ward, the commander In-chief, 
Issued an order for placing three Massa- 
chusetts Regiments," ... '^under the com- 
mand of Col. Prescott, directing him to 
proceed to Bunker Hill and there erect a 
fortification." But Col. Prescott himself 
tells a very different stoiy. In his letter 
to John Adamt>, dated Aug. 25, 1775, he 
says, *'0n the 16 of June, in the evening, 
I received orders to march to Breed's 
Hill in Charlestown, with a party of 
about one thousand men." . . . '*We 
arrived at the spot, the lines were drawn 
by the engineer, and we besan the en- 
trenchment about 12 o'clock." It will be 
observed that Prescott, like the state- 
ment from the **Prescott Manuscript", 
has nothing to say about ^^orders in 
writing^** nor does he tell us who gave 
him the '^orders" he received. But what 
means his plain declaration that he was 



ordered to march to Breeds Hill, and 
that he commenced his intrencbroents 
there, when we are as positively assured 
by bis family, and by Frothingham, Ellis 
and others, that he was directed bv 
written orders from General Ward to go 
and erect bis fortifications on Bunker 
Hill? Which party shall we believe? 
Is it possible to doubt Colonel Prescott's 
word ? Could he have made a mistake 
in regard to such a matter as this, when 
he sat down to pen that letter about the 
Battle for such a man as John Adams, 
and wrote about the greatest event in his 
own life, and that, too, only a few weeks 
after it had occurred and while all the 
circumstances were fresh in his mind ? 
Surely, his own emphatic and unequivo- 
cal testimony would seem to be worth 
more than the '*hearsay evidence" of bis 
son and hiM friends, which places him in 
so sad a plisiht, except that their plight 
may be considered worse. In what ways 
they have sought to escape the dilemma 
and protect the •*trusted chief" whose 
situation their own theory so often and 
so needlessly renders undesirable, I 
shall endeavor to show in my next. 
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Editor of the Danvers Mirror : The 
Bunker Hill controversy is not without 
its humorous as wel) as serious side, and 
the instance in h^nd is the perplexing, 
but not altogether unnatural etifort of 
leading Prescotr. writers to reconcile 
their frequent and emphatic f«tatement 
that the Colonel was ordered to march 
with his detachment to Bunker Hill ^ with 
his own equally unmistakable declara- 
tion that he was ordered to proceed with 
his detachment to Breed's Hill. The 
straddle and what became of it, cannot 
well be omitted in this connection. It 
belongs to the history. It seems to have 
begun with Judge Prescott himself, who 
says, in his account or *'Memoir"of the 
Battle: **Bunker Hill was named in the 
Orders, but the whole height, it is said, 
was at that time often called by that 
general name, althongh the south&mpart 
was known by the neighbors (as) and 
more properly called Breed's Hill. After 
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some dlscQssioD the soQthern part, dow thoaieht respecting Breed's Hill:,**it 
known as Breed's Hill, was determined would seem that, outside of Charlestovfnt 
on. It was thought to he the place in^ at least, the Hill on which the engage- 
tendedt as well as the best position" ment took place was nqt known by its 
And then, Mr. Frothingham, who had present distinctive name, tUl aftfiv the 
bad access to the '^Memoir'* while it was war. Cbarlestown Heights, or Bnnker 
In manuscript, linds there still more Hill> was the comprehensive designation " 
testimony lo the »*aroe effect, as he tells (Italics ours.) Hon. Charles Devens, 
us: * 'That the best position was Breed's friend of Frothingham and JSllis., whose 
Hill, Judge Prescott oays, was 'Colonel more independent testimony as to an- 
Grldley*s opinion, and the other field offl- other point we shall adduce In good 
cers who were cotjsulted — they thought time, is likewise glad of the ingenious 
it came within his (Prt-scott's) orders, explanation and joins with the others in 
There was not then the distinction be- the centennial chime, saying, **It was 
tween Bunker Hiil and Breed's Hill that determined to fortify Breeds Hill, not 
nas since been made.'" We can imag- then known by the distinctive name it ^09 
ine something oC Mr. Frothingham's since borne. Connected with Bunker Hill 
relief and delight at the suggestion. It by a high ridge (evidently in a process 
seems to have sent him straightway to of evolution), these two eminences 
the CharlestowA archives to see what he might not improperly be considered as 
could discover there, in. confirmation of peaks of the same hillV* Just as the 
the welcome hint or averment. He **mishty angel" of the Apocalypse, with 
finds at length that Bunker Hill was *'a ''a little book" in hand, **set his right 
well-known public place," the name foot upon the sea and his left foot on the 
**beinj£ found in the town records and earth,** and **sware" that **there should 
in deeds, from an early period." But he be time no longer," so each of these in- 
adds : **Not so with Breed's Hill, for it fluential authorities, holding the brief 
is not named in any description of streets **Memoir," with all its ^^sweet," and 
previous to 1775, and appears to have with all its **bitter," too, plants one foot 
been called alter the owners of the on Bunker's Hill and another on Breed's, 
pastures into which it was divided, and solemnly declares that any real dis- 
rather than by the common name of ti notion between them, so far as it re- 
Breed's Hill." And, wonderful to relate, lates to the time or the history of the 
**Thi8 Hill IS called Green's Hill in a Battle, is abolished forever! According- 
British description of the town in 1775!" ly, the whole difficulty or trouble is now 
Tbeevident purpose is, it will be noticed, happily removed, and if Colonel Pres- 
to make Breed's Hill appear to have cott leceives '^Orders in writing" from 
been so unknown and insignificant an General Ward to proceed to Bunker Hill 
elevation, and Bunker Hill so well known and fortify it, and, instead, marches to 
and prominent a feature of the peninsula. Breed's Hill and fortifies that,— why, he 
that the latter might properly be re- miy nevertheless say, if one did but 
garded as iucludlnsf the former, since know it, that after all, when he went to 
the two were near neighbors of each Breed's Hill where he himself tel^B us 
other and a certain ''rid^se of ground" he was directed to go, he actually and 
extended between them ! Dr. Ellis gets plainly did just what the said written ord^ 
deeply interested in the discovery, ers of the commv^nd/er-in-chief required of 
Though he was a settled minister in Aim ; for tboujfh it is possible that som^ 
Charlestown and a student of local his- might not consider Breed's precisely the 
tory, he had not snfflcientlv informed same as Bunker% yet unquestionably 
hlmf^elf about this matter at the time of Bunker's is quite the same as Breed's, 
bis earlier accounts* of the Battle, but and both are truly **one and inseparable" 
now in his later publication (1875), and there is no difference! 
catching the cue from his busy and eru- Alas, for all such painstaking, anti- 
dite colaborer, he rises to the occasion quarian researches and labored and skills 
and thus develops the comforting ful adjustments, as we are confronted 
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with a certain welt-known and aatbentlc mote endeavor of grare historians to 
historical statement, from which there confoand the two and bring them both 
is no appeal and which does not permit noder the *'compr«*hen8ive designation** 
this confonndiog together of things that of **Bunker^8 HiU,*' and bad, back tliete 
sre dlilbrent, bat which nhows that these in July, 1776, set tliemsclves to the spec- 
two hills were reusrded as distinct fhun lal work of stating all the fkctst relating 
each other, and were definitely named as to the matter, so as to render vain and 
Bnnker'ri and BteedV and localized as hopeless every such attempt at confoaion^ 
SQch, — not by the inbabitantn of CharlcM* tbey could not- have writteu anything 
town alone **till after the war," as Dr. more to the purpose than the above 
Bills would have as think, bat by the statement. 

Ma8$aekuseU$ authoriiie», themselves And now comes th ludicrous Mnale of 
^'outside of Charle^town,*' at the very all this buslnei««, as Mr. Frothiniiham 
beginning of the noar^ <a 1775, as doubt- appears before us again (1876), in what 
less by others in divert places for a lon^ we thiuk was his last publication as re- 
time previous. Here It is and It it* qaite gards the Battle, and virtnally admits 
enough, it beints an extract from an the fatilitv of all his l«bor and zeal in 
account of the Battle, which U dated this direction, and frankly concedes, 
July 25, 1775, and which, ordered by the that, a;* the anthorlties knew and repre- 
Frovincial C(»ngress at Wateriown on aented. Banker Hill is Bunker Hill, and 
the 7th, eighteen davs before, was pre- Breed's Hill is ^BreecT a UilL nor most the 
pared by the Committee of Safety lor straddle continue lonaer. This. If oor 
transmission to Great Britain Particu- readera can credit it, is exactly what he 
lar attention if* called to the wordn we »<ays: *' I am aware that Colonel Preacott, 
have italicised. io his letter of Aug. 25. 1775, says that 

It says : **Iu obedience to the above he received orders to march to Breed's 
order of Congress, this committee have Hill ; but this must have been an inad* 
inquired into the premises, and upon the vertenee. He was certainly ordered to 
best information nbtained, find that the Bunker Hill." And there the cortaia 
New En|[land array had, about the 14th drops, and I am not aware that theee 
C<^£C^, -hMi., received advce that General Gage historians pursued the subject ftirtber. 
had issued orders tor a party of the How could they? It is as if Mr. Froth 
troops under his command lo post them- inaham suUI to his aasoclates and fol* 
selves on Bunker's Bill, a promontory lowers, *We are mistaken aa to this 
iu9t at the entrance of the peninsula, which poitit. The facts are against as. Let na 
orders were soon to be executed Upon be open and honest. Let us still say, 
which it was determined with the advice with our accepted authorities, that Pres- 
of this committee to send a party, who cott was ordered to Bunker Hill; ami 
might erect some fortifications upon when he tells us that he was ordenMl 
sa^ A<n, and defeat this design of our to Breed's Hill, let us openly and boldly 
enemies. Accordingly, on the 16th ult , say that, though he was writins to Joho 
orders were Issued that a detachment of Adams, and soon after the Battle, and 
one tiiousand men should that evening concerning the chief event of his lif^, he 
match to Charlestown and intrench upon yet was muilty of an inadvertence, made a 
that hill. Just before nine o'clock they mistake, and said what was untrue. He 
left Cambridge, and proc- eied to Breed's meant to say, or ouaht to have said 
HUlt situated on the further part of the Bunker^s, whereas be plainly says Bremts, 
peninsula, next to Boston, for by some I am sorry to have misled yon, bat the 
mistake, this hill was marked out for the two hills are two distinct and different 
intrenchment instead of the other.*' Nor tuings and one was not, equally with the 
Is there here any Intimation of written other, ^within his orders.' Both were 
orders; but it will be seen in what a not *Bunker Hill,' and we know it.'* Hot 
striking manner the committee distin- what an **in(ideeresfiee" it was, for snch a 
gnish, by name as well as by location, the man as Prescott, at sn^ a time and 
two hills. If they had foreseen the re- under sach circumstances! Noah Web* 



33 

ster defines the word as **negUgence," cott's) orders.*' Nor does it matter at 
'^carelessness/* *' inattention," ^'heedless* all, by. bow many names Breed's H^l war 
ness," and tlie like. Are the Colonel's known. Many a hill has several os 
ArieDds williDg to leave him io such a more, but does not lose Its proper Jden- 
plight as that and content themselves tity on that accoont. Brown's Hill in 
with high-sounding, but cheap and easy Danvers, like various others in the town, 
praise of him and proclamation of bis is thus fl&vored, being also familiarly 
command, thinking thereby to make known under the names of **Folly Hill' 
good his hurt? It would seem so, if and **Long Hill," yet it is the selfsame 
only they may thus escape the inevitable Hill notwithstanding, nor am I aware 
alternative they would fain avoid. Yet that any anyone has blundered about it, 
^'inadvertence" it was, if General Ward's or about any of its neighbors, however 
'*Ordfrs in writing*' directed him to humble, or however named. And though 
Bunker Hill. As a matter of fact, how- Englishman, Ameripan, Chinese or 
ever, it whs no inadoerUnce at all. He Bgvptian should call Breed's HIil Qreen*$ 
was neither heedless, nor false in his or White*8 or Black% he fioi^^ not for 
statement, but said "Breed's Hill," be- the life of him make \t Bunjm. Neither 
cause it was there that he was ordered to does it matter what the general world 
go, Kven as he suited the action to the beyond Charlestown knew about it or 
word. And again Mr. Dawsou flies out at styled it, an.vway. As already seen, the 
those Bunker Hill ''Orders in writing,*' authorities at Cambrldise were sufl^cient- 
saying with emphasis : "No such Orders ly informed with regard to it and it is 
were really issued, nor any other, except with them that we have to do as regards 
those recUess verbal directions to the this question. Previous to the Battle, 
colonels of the fatigue parties, which reconnoitering parties had been sent out 
were given for the occupation, instead, to inspect the peninsula and its sur- 
tit Breed's hU.U a more exposed position roundings, and it is more than probable 
than the other." His impatience U excas- that before the detachment received its 
able. orders, the two hills had been considered 

But now, if it be said that the Com- and talked abrnt at headquarters, as the 
mirtee of Safety, though they did not natural and inevitable thouieht and in- 
pen their statement for Great Britain quiry came, voJiere shall the intrenchment 
"after the war," yet they wrote it soon be made? 

after the Battle, Bud when that event had So it is not true^ as Judge Prescott 
made the name of Breed's Hill known to says, that "there was not .then the dls- 
them as not before, we have only to refer tinctlon between Banker Hill and Breed's 
to their recom«neadationM to the Council Hill, that has since been made " Quite 
of War, riHt«vd June 15th, to see that the contrary. The fact that the original 
previotis to the Battle as well as subse- purpose, as well as recommendation of 
quent to it. Breed's Hill with them wa<) the Committee of Safety, was to fortify 
not tbe same as Bnnker^s, neither was it Bunker Hill, and that the Battle for the 
any "«otij^rn part" o( it, as Judge Pres- most part took place near the base of 
cott's memoir designates it. Two dayn that eminence and made its summit and 
before tbe engagement thev advise the declivities so largely a picture of the 
occupation of Bunker's, and when, after movements of the day, gave to the en- 
tbe fight, they found out that it was gasement at once its name in history^ 
Breed's Hill that had been taken posses- "Bunker Hill monument," erected to 
sion of, they called it a '^Mistake,** which commemorate the event, stands upon 
they could not and would not have done. Breed's Bill, where the redoubt was 
if, in their minds, on that 15th of June, raised, and thousands on thousands in 
there bad not been a clear distinction our own day and before it, have 
between the two, or if they had thought thus been led to think and speak of 
that one part as well as another of the Breed's BUI as Bunker BUL The con- 
"larger" Bunker Hill of the ^^oomprehen' fhsion grew oat of the Battle and was 
sive designation'* "came within his (P^es- previously unknown. Especially since 
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the toeatlon of the monmneiit where followed hfs instroctions, what becomes 

it now is, Breed's Hill has appropriated to of the alleged ^'orders" that bade him to 

Itself a certain degree of glory that does Intreoch at Bunker*8 and that had to do 

not belong to it, and Bunker Hill, thongh with that alone? All this mast now be 

immortalized b? name, has been despoiled brought Into the light of what took place 

of much of the honor that was and is its at the '^consultation** to which we have 

due. referred. 

A M^MOBNTOTTs * •CoNsui.TATioif " ^l"®^ Importauce is attached to a let- 

A MOMBNTOUS UONSULTATIOH. ^er by Samuel Gray, dated July 12, 1775. 

2* It won Id fe»eem that he was one of the in- 

Bditob of the Mikror :— Few scenes in trenching party and his brief account of 

American history are invented with more what occurred on the 16th and the fol- 

interest or were fraught with more mo- lowing day— a portion of the material 

mentous consequ^^nces, than that which being famished him by others whom he 

was presented under the shadows of calls '*good characters'* — contains some 

Bunker Hill when the detachmeot there valuable testimony. See how be, also, 
came to its second halt at a late hour of distingaishes bet^ een the two hills, as 

the evening or the 16th of June, and the he tells us that the detachment **ln« 

officers then and there held a '*consalta- trenched on the southerly part of Charles- 

tlon*'and debated the question as to town hill (Breed*s), on the heisrht towards 

where the intreucbment should be made. Charles River. North of this hill lies 

Let us bee just at what point we have Bunker Hill, adjoinlnsr East or Mystic 

now arrived, what was the nature of the river. Between these two is a valley.*' 

discussion, what was the decision and This *' valley,'* by the way, is Mr. Ftoth- 

what followed. It all has a direct and Ingham's **ridge of ground* and Mr. 

most vital bearing upon the one matter Devens' well-developed *^high ridge," 

in controveray, and no be know that this whereby these gentlemen seek to make 

is so better than those who try In vain to the two hills one. And Mr. Gray also 

exclude General I'utnam from the scene says, (the italics all our own) **I am in- 

or to make his action or influence in it formed that, in a Council of War, itvma 

of little or no account. But perhaps it determined to intrench on Charlestoum 

is only necessary, In this immediate coo- Hill (Breed's) and on Dorchester Hill 

nection, to quote again Mr. Frothinif- the same night ;" . . . **that on Friday a 

ham*s remarkable words, as ^iven in our resolution was suddenly taken to inirench 

last letter, v£« : *4 am aware that Col the night following (same day,) withotU 

onel Prescott. in his letter of Aug. 25, any further council thereon; that theen- 

1775, says that ne 'received orders to gineer and two generals went on to the 

march to Breed's Hill'; but this must hill at nfgh rand reconnoitered the ground, 

have been an inadvertence. He was cer- that one General and the engineer tnere of 

tainly ordered to Bunker Hill." (Italics opinion we ought not to intrench on 

ours.) This chart^e that the Colonel was Charlestown Hill till we had thrown vp 

so careless as to make a misstatement in some works on the north and south ends of 

regard to an affair of such s$rave import- Bunker Hill, tu cover our men in their 

an ce, is a very serious one, and well de- retreat, if that should happen, but on <Ae 

serves consideration. Whatever his pressing importunity of the other general 

**orders," certain it is that he went to officer, it was consented to begin as was 

Breed's Hill, If he was not ordered to done,** 

go there, but was ordered only to go to According to Col. Samuel Swett (1818), 

Bunker^s, Bs Mr. Frothingham asserts, **the officers were hastening to order the 

then plainly he disobeyed orders, and set arms to be stacked and the fortlftcations 

at nought the author!^ of General Ward, commenced" (at Bunker Hill,) *'wheo « 

the commander-in chief, by whom, it U most serious coi\fusion arose as to the eon- 

said, such orders were given. But if struction of tJ^ir orders, and the point to 

Prescott, as he himself teUs us was the be fortified." (Swett makes no reference 

case, was ordered to go to Breed's and to written orders.) ''And though this 
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was the most commanding and most de- oos. Just as Mr. Frothingbam plainly 
feosible position, It was too fir Arom tbe admits, **Tbe order was explicit as to 
enemy to anooy their army and shipping. Bnoker Hill," so Dr. Ellis tells us, **Tbe 
This bill seemed speciHed only by mis- order designated * Banker Hill' as tbe 
take, and Breed's Hill was far better position to be taken.** And he. goes on 
adapted to tbe important objects of l^e to say: **Bat by moontingit, eren today, 
expedition, and better salted the adren- we can onrselves see tbat, canoonaded as 
tnrons spirit of tbe commandin^r officers, it migbt be by shipping Id the rivers, and 
Their most Invalnable moments were annoyed by defences pat op by the enemy 
waited without coming to a conclnslon, on Breed's Hill, It would have been al- 
though the wary and scleotiflc engineer together untenable except in connection 
again and asain orged tbem to determine with tbe latter summit; while for all pur* 
at ooce on the ground or It woald be poses of restrainlnt; and anDojring the 
impossible to complete the requisite for- enemy in Boston, Breed^s Hill, with any 
tiflcations. Breed*s Hill was at length reasonable works on its tops, and its 
concluded on and Colonel Orldley )m- risht and left declivities, would be a for 
mediately laid oot tbe works." superior position." '*Much time, how- 

Mr. Frothineham gathers what be has ever, wa» consumed in deliberation, and 
to say about the matter chiefly Hrom Gray the natural hesitancy of a bewildered 
and Swett. It is as follows: **A long anxiety manifested by those who, equally 
consultation took place In relation to the concerned for tbe success of an enter- 
place to be fortified. The veteran Col. prise under any circumstances fearfhlly 
Orldley, and two eenerals, one of whom hazardous, differed widely in opinion as 
toas General Putnam, took part in it. to tbe best course to be pursued. This 
The order was explicit as to Bunker Hill, hesitancy, which was felt on tbe way, 
and yet a position nearer Boston, now resulted in a provokins: delay of action 
known (and known £Aen, al9o, as we have after the detachment bad crossed the 
shown) as Bteed's Hill, seemed better neck and reached ihe peninsnla. It was 
adapted to the objects of the expedition, only after the repeated and argent warn- 
and better suited the daring spirit of the ingn of the engineer that any farther 
officers. It was contended, however, postponement of a decision as to the spot 
that work ought not to be commenced at where the intrenchment<4 nhoald be raised 
this place until Bunker Hill had been won Id make tbe whole enterprise a fall- 
fortified, in order to cover. In case of ure, that it was concluned, even then not 
necessity, a retreat. The moments were in accordance with the judgment of all 
precloas, and the engineer strongly tbe advisers, to construct the works upon 
urged the importance of a speedy deci- Breed's Hill It seems that the compro- 
slon. On the pressing importunitv of mise, while allowing the occupancy of 
one of the Generals, it was concluded to the lower summit to have the priority, 
proceed to Breed*s Hill. At the ^ame carried with it a purpose to fortifv Bun- 
time it was determined that works should ker's Hill as soon as possible afterwards." 
be erected on Bnnker Hill." — Now, all Though the reference here t> the ''lower 
this Is quite plain, if not quite satisfac- summit" seemH to smack of Dr. Ellis's 
tory. It distinguishes clearly between ''comprehensive designation," it yot 
Breed's Hill and Bunker Hill and pre- appears how difficult it is for these gen- 
sents tbem as the separate heights which tiemen to treat of this subject in any in- 
they really were, while elsewhere, as we telllgent or intelligible way, without 
have pointed out, Frothingbam and Ellis makintc some plain and unmistakable 
tK>th, under tbe stress of circumstances distinction between Bnnker and Breed's, 
which we cannot let them escape, try to But let tbat pass. One thing, espebially, 
make the two somehow one, under a deserves notice in connection with Dr. 
'•comprehensive designation," Judge Ellis's account of the proceedings of tbat 
Prescott seeming to lead the way for Friday evening and nlgbt. The reader 
them. has only to refer to tbe numerous wit- 

What Dr. Ellis says is not so ingenu- nesses whose testimony we have given 
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in our previous letters, in order to see Judge's; ihe-ltallcsiMirtictttoWy our own.) 
how many of the very best of them make But the Judge also says this: *' After 
(general Putnam a conspicuoos partici- some discussion, the southern part, now 
pant in the march, the consultation, and known as Breed!s Hill, was determined 
the laying out of the works. Even Mr. on. It was thought to be t^ place in^ 
Frothingham himself says, as we have tended, a» well as tiie best position. The 
just seen, that Putnam was one of the consultation caused a delay of about half 
^*two Oenerals** at the consultation and an hour. Colonel Prescott led the de- 
that he ** took part in it;" and he also tachment directly to Breed's Hill." The 
refers to various authorities by whom Judge, it will be observed, still deter- 
**PQtnam is named as going on at night*' mined to make the two hills one, calls 
and cites Judge Grosveoor in attestation Breed's the '^southern part" of Bunker*s, 
to the fhci that *'he was prebent when Mr. Gray, it has been noticed, says that 
ground was brokeo." But will it be be- the detachment intrenched on the'^south- 
lleved that Dr. Ellis, io all his account erly part*' of Breed's Hill. Putting the 
of these transactions, does not even men- two things together, we have it at last: 
tion General Putnam at ail, and is abso- The fortification was constructed on the 
lately silent about him from first to last? ^*sotUh erly part'* oflhe ^'southern parf* of 
Such is the truth ; but it is only one of Bunker's I What more lies at the south 
many instances in which he, and others for us, we do oot yet know 
with him, fail to recognize tue General Aod now. Id view of k11 these note- 
where he is distioctly manifest^ yt-t just worthy statements by Gray, Swett, Froth- 
where they want hi'U lea«t. Nothing is Ingham, Ellis, and Judge Prescott, there 
more observable than that tne-e men do are a fow sogge«iiion» we should like to 
not know what to do with this old Bon- make and a few questions we would fain 
ker Hill hero. He is so '* ubiquitous" as ask. If Prescott was clothed with ftdl 
Dr. Ellis elsewhere de>cribes him, and authority and had written orders from 
is so forever in their way, that they find General Ward, as cmmander- in-chief, 
it exceedingly hard to wriie their bistor- t> march to Buoker Hill and Imreoch 
les as they would Some of them reluc- there, why did he not do itf What means 
tantly, but slightingly, admit him to ooe the '^pressing importunity" of one ot the 
or another scene, where yet he was actu- two Generals that had so much the eflTect 
allv the mosr. prominent and influential to chin^^e his plan and to cause him to 
figure of all, while others are so preju- march to Breed's H ill and intrench there 
diced or anury against him, that they instead? What means that heated and 
**won't play" and will take no notice of prolonged evening controversy among 
him whatever. Perhaps the reason of the officers as to the **best position," 
this treatment of him by our distinguished Bunker's or Breed's, for the works they 
chroniclers of the past and by the less were to build? What right had they, as 
widely-known writers who ^o trustingly soldiers sent to perform a definite duty, 
and often so innocently follow their lead, to halt on the way and exchange opinions 
may be more appirent in the sequel. about it, and consider the advantages of 
Then here are most astonishing state- one of the two hlUs and the disadvan- 
ments by Judge Prescott himself in his tages of the other, and take counsel of 
accounts : — Having, ao he says, been their own pergonal doubts and prefer- 
placed in command of the detachment ences and anxieties, and still parley and 
and received orders in writing Arom quarrel among themselves, until the hon- 
General Ward to proceed to Bunker Hill est old engineer was obliged Htrenuously 
and fortify it, **Col. Prescott conferred to urge them to end their dispute and 
with bis officers and Col. Gridley (Gen. hasten their decision, for the hours were 
Putnam might be present) as to the place flying ; and until th^y Uien patched up 
intended for the fortification; but Col. the * 'compromise" which Dr. Ellis speaks 
Prescott took on himself the responsibility of, and finally proceeded to do what they 
of deciding J as well he might, for on him had never been ordered to do, and to 
it would rest." (the parenthesis the leave undone just what they had been 



37 

sent and charged to accomplish? What tence,*' or mistake, and that **he wgs 

sort of military service is that, and what certainly ordered to Bo nicer Hill.*' H^ 

conld nations or armies hope to do, in Is cautions enough not to say by whose 

wars olfensive or defensive, were such authority and decision it was that the 

the character and conduct of their sol- detachment continued its onward march, 

diers? We had always supposed that but simply uses' the language of Samuel' 

soldiers were expected to obey orders and Gray, thus : "On the pressing importnn- 

not to hesitate, or question, or argue. Ity of one of the Generals, U was ean* 

••Theirs* not to make reply, eluded to proceed to Breed's Hill.*' What 

Theixa' not to reason why, ^^' ^Mls says, as to this point, is llke- 

Thelrs' but to do and die." wise wary and unsatlsfoctory. He says : 

rpK-* ««^i» ^^i-« -«^ A^u^*^ ♦^^i, ^i-«o After all the ••deliberation'* and •*hes- 

.nKf^^ht^Lr?^!.^^^^ itancy'* and ••warnings" of that momen- 

!5^ ^nH 'tw ^^l^l^X^L^lSt^^^h tons hour at Bankerl[ill,^«i« was eonclud' 

t^Lo^^J^t ». wA.™?n JLiT^ «^' even then not in accordance with the 

reached at last, «»» we say again, and yet judgment of all the advisers, to construct 

again and again, abundant proof that no ihe works nnon Breed'a^HiU " '^"''"^"'''' 

such specific -orders in writing*' wer^ B^t Jud^e^Jes^t brVve makes 

given to Col. Prescott or aiiy other offl- at^f ac^«^t^^^^^^^^ 

S^^!5tjH''h'„?wrw««^^^ Ity «f o«« of the Generals** and the 

aw made of,** but we have not done with i.jadgment** of the ««advi8ers,** and lets 

^S^ii^''' wWcT^']l,Z*1>r!:^^ ^»«^^*ber decide the matter for himself. 

deMing, which Judge Prescott says his ^ ^ ^^ j^j ^ j „C^, 

father assumed, nor the probable charac- p-ogcott ''he savs ••conferred with Ms 
ter and source of the orders actually l^^^^'^J^ JfJ,'' Q'Zey!"\^o^ ?hl 

***"®"' place for intrenchment, «*but Col. Pres- 

cott took on himse^f the resporisibility of 

COLOOTL Prksoott's ••Responsibiuty.** ^^^y* as well he miKht, for on him it 
xy^/«^x«»«. & nao^ « « o AMy(Mrv«<ou>«i4« s . ^q^j^j rcst.** Accordlugly, ••Colonel 

^^* Prescott led the detachment to Breed's ' 

Editor of thb Mikbor :— The ques- Hill,*' as that was thought to be ••the 

tion recurs with redoubled force,— If, as place Intended** as well . as ••the best 

his champions say, Colonel Prescott, as position.*' But If, as the Judge says, in 

the authorized commander of the detach- the same connection. Breed's Hill was a 

ment, received from General Ward ••Or- ••part" of Bunker*s (or. as Devens tells 

ders in writins'* to conduct it to Bunker us, was one of its *'peaks"), and if it was 

SUl and intrench there, why did he not do not only *'the best position^ but evidently 

Uf Why, when he had reached that *Hhe place intended" where and what 

eminence, did he neglect It, and still was the Colonel's awfhl ••responsibility" 

march on to Breed's Sill and fortify that, about it, as If a mountain load for him 

instead? were involved in his decision to go 

It would seem, flrom Mr. Frothlngham's there? Was there not enough here to 

flnai admission, as quoted in our last, make the path of duty plain, and as 

that Prescott*s friends could no longer Breed*s was still a ••part*' of Bunker's, 

enter the plea for their hero that Breed^s did not his ••orders in writing*' for the 

was quitf the same as Bunkeit^Sy and that latter continue to hold good - for the 

therefore when he ' ••received orders to former? What could be his decision and 

march to Breed's Hill," it was only what was his responsibility under such 

another way of saying that he was circumstances, but simply to march on 

ordered to Bunker's HiU. The Colonel as he had begun at the very outset, until 

would never have resorted to such leger- he had reached his proper destination and 

domain as that, and Frothingham wisely there erected his fortification, leaving 

renounces it, as when he acknowledges the responsibility where It belonged, with 

that Prescott*s statement that he was General Ward, or the authorities who 

ordered to Breed's Hill was an •*inadver*' sent him? 
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TbeBimple truU), wbiehlte who runs QharlestQwo, oalied C9uurl49tov»u*a SSIK 
ipay read, is Uils :—thAt Judge Preeoott, near Boston, where tbej lotr^ched." 
iaiiszeal togreateB4iisffitber*8aQtbor- There are no more weigl^y wlineesea, 
i^ and command, bere nnwitUogl^ dis- aa to tbU matter, than CoLFnescott^ 
tiagui^es between tbe two bUls which Mr. Qraj, Judge Oro8Tenor» and €^en« 
OYcr and anoo he tries to make one, and Stark, and they are for more impor- 
represents the Colonel, on bis arrival at tant and credible than tbe sliisle 
Bunker's Hill, as uavlng gone as far as bit of **bearsay enridence" on Uie other 
his ''orders in writing*' could take bim, side. Tbey have nothing to say i^nt 
and then as having, on his aum responH' '^vnitten orders,** while all of them point 
bilitff^ decided to adyance to Breed's. It to Breed's HiU as the pUce wbirher the 
was tbns, according to tbe Judge's own detacbmeDt was directed to go, some of 
nbowlng, an unwarmnted even as It was them calling tbe eminence by tbat name 
a complete cbange of base. But tbe sim- and some of them givins it tbe other 
pie troth is also thiSt that Col. Prescott OHme by which it was also known, 
assumed oo such renponslbility and made '^Chartestown HUL** Whatever the deaig- 
no such decisipn at alL Whatever was nation, it wat*, with tbe authorities and 
done in tbls line was done for him by others, as Mr Froth Ingham styles Bnn- 
others and we are glad to relieve him of ker Hill, **a well-known place ** Being 
the burdee, or rather ha relieves himself **the intended place,** it would seem to 
of it, when he says, in words that must have been thus known, previous to the 
not be forgotten, *'I receiwd orders to Battle, as well as ttfterwards. 
march to Breed's Bill;" nor can we im- What was the character of tbe Orders 
peach or set aside such testimonv as that were actually given? In view of all 
that. Yet we will back it up with other the many mingled facts and consideria- 
that likewise is incontrovertible and tions which we have pre*>ented, it W'obid 
allows no »uch solemn and anxious **re- certainly appear that they could not have 
sponsibiiity of deciding*' on the part of been written, nor very specific. They 
subalterns. Samuel Gray, of tbe de- must have been v^6a^ but it is not nec- 
tachment, in a letter which has been essary to conclude, with Mr. Dawson, 
quoted and which Mr. Frothingham him- that thev were also **re<^ie8s." The de- 
self says contains *'tJie best account of cision of tbeCoui>cilof War and w bat- 
what took place** on th** evening of June ever order was issued in consequence of 
l€tb and on tbe following day, states that it were on tho very eve of the depirture 
he was informed by *'good characters" of the detachment firom f^ambridge, andf 
that, *'in a Council of War, It was deter- the ebrcumstanoes of the hour were 
mined to intrench on Cliarlestoion Hill obviously unfavorable for ttMHdifftnrmalltV;. 
(Breed's), and that '*on Friday a resolu- or legal procedure. At such a time as 
tioo was suddenly taken to intrench the that, affiiirs did not move with military 
night following" (same day). Hon. precision, regularity and due observanee 
'Judge Grosvenor, of Connecticut, and of rules and etiquette, as with a tbor 
also of the detachment— than whom no oughly organized and well-established 
more trustworthy witness can be named army. All the writers concede that, • 
-rsays in a letter to CoL Daniel Putnam, from first to last, there was a deplorable^ 
Ang. 80, 1818 : * 'Being under tbe com- however unavoidable, lack of discipline 
mand of General Pntnam, part of our and consolidation, whatever the endeav- 
Begiment, and a much larger number of or of tbe authorities to secure unity of 
Massachusetts troops, under Colonel plan and efficiency of aetioo. Putnam, 
Prescott were ordered to march, on tbe tboogh he was the foremost actor Mi the 
evening of the 16tb of June, 1775» to conflict, had no written orders from • 
Breed^s B^h*' And Gen. Stark, though General Ward. Stark» though be and 
be makes the number of men in the ex- his New Hampshire men rendered valiant 
pedition much too large, writes that they and immense service in the Battle and 
**mArcbed« by the General's order, to though he was sent to the field directly 
make an intrenchment on the hill at by the coninuinder*ln-<diief , had no orders 
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ia writing. Least of all did aither of as poaaiUe afterwards*" Samuel Gragr 
tbesalieroie and oonspieaoas leaders. In says in his letter that one of the <*twa 
the ilgtit receive a single order of what* geoeials*' (Pomeroy, It is supposed) and 
ever kind tnm Colonel Prescott, or the engineer thought that Ihmitor's 
recognize in any way his authority over should be fortified firsts but he remarlre 
him. Colonels do not eommand generals, that **the pressing importunity'* of the 
efvaa where there is but little system, other generel led to the intrencbment on 
Andtbe one > reason why the writers, Breetf^ first. *'It was eotMswr^d to begin, 
whope accounts we 80 much call In qnes- as was done." Tbat **pre88log importun* 
tlon, single out Presoott to invest him ity of the other general officer" carried> 
with a regular, legal, formal appoiotment ibe day. l^or is It difficult to see Who it 
is, to give him If possible a certain ad- watt that thus urged the onward movo- 
viinta^ he might not otherwise bave, meot. It was he who had been so earnest 
oyer others, but especially over General In wish and porpose In the Council of 
Pntnam, whose official rank, as well as War, and elsewhere, to draw the enemy out 
whose actnal service, tbey decry, at the and fight them on eqwjit terme. But he 
same time and with equal pertinacity, as would ftln have tbe free cooperation at 
dobions, iDOonseqneotlal and unmilitary. the other offlieers and probably had .been 
They purchase the honor for their favor- instructed to secure uoited action as to 
ite at too great a cost to htm, as we points to be considered, so that when at 
have seen. last their coneeiwt was obtained, he, as 

The verbal orders, It would seem, the general superintendent of the eiipl»« 
must have beeo of a general rather than dition, could well give the directing word 
of a specific character, to answer all the to proceed, and Colonel Prescott could- 
varied conditions of the case. The Com- well say In truth' and with emphasis, <*I 
mittee of 8if«*ty knew well enough about received orders to march to Breed's HiH." 
the two hills, as we have shown, but Dr. Tarbox says, in his life of Putnam t 
though tbey *<recommended" ^e occupa- **We are not sure but the facts concern^ 
tion of Bunker's Hill, they did not learn ing Colonel Prescott, in conot'Ctlon with 
until sometime afterwards that Breed's this battle, might be summed ap in the 
had been marked oat for the Intrench- following proposition, tiz : That Pres« 
ment, and this thev concluded was **by cott had no orders, written or verbal, 
somelnlataibe " Tet, however satlsfkctory from Ward; that this expedition, being. 
the manifold i e«tlmony that tells us that known and publicly recognised as of 
the detachment was ordered to Breed's, Putnam's devlsina. Ward gave into his 
it Is quite ol«ar that the claiois of Bunker hands the management of it on the field, 
Hill>were not lost sisht of. **f7^l8 hill," and Prescott was the Colonel that Put* 
(CSolonel 8«rett) says, as quoted in our nam chose as hin principal subordinate 
]aat,*<ssemedap6e(/Moulybym<8laiks.'*To officer, whose movements h^ directed, 
be sure, there appear to have been **lbls- We do not recall any sure and well es- 
takes" enough, — such as they were — but tabUshed fact that is Inconsistent with 
it is plain that the orders must have had* this theory, and it is certainly more 
some refemnoe to Bunher's and were defensible than the statement that Pres- 
such as to justiiy a consideration of both cott's movements were directed by the 
hOls at the "consultation," especially so written orders of Ward." 

far as to determine which of the two — 

should be fortified flret. Only as some Nathan StOw's Obdisrly Book. 

such matters were left to the discretion ^_ 

of the ofllcers as they reached the ground, -^^ 

would discussion be permissible and Editob of thb Mirror :— Though the 
dela3^ be pardonable. Thus and thus champions of Col. Prescott make so 
only could Dr. Ellis's '^compromise" be much account of his alleged ^'Orders In 
allowed, which let Breed's Hill' *bave tbe writing," I think my readers will 
priority" and wb^ch * 'carried with it a concur with me in the (HHnion that 
purpose to fortify Bunker's QUI as soon enough space has already been devoted 
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to 4 coosideration of them, especially in aatborities contains the order for troopa 
¥lew of the fact that aoy anch orders to parade aod march to Charleatown oa 
woold by no means necessarily preclade the 17tb, as the promised relief to the oi^ 
the appointment over him of a Qeoeral iginal detachment. Botjnat this entry la 
Sop^nteodeot if this should be deemed a fouodin an old, well preserved mana- 
wise and expedient meaanre. script Orderly Book, which, with other 

Yet before leavlna this part of our yalnable documents, waa soM some 
general subject, I wish to call attention years aao for rubbish at an auction in 
to a recent find of much importance as Concord, Mass., and was bought by a 
connected with it. The **Pres« respected citizen of that town who in 
cott Manuscript** says %hM% as the good time discovered its value and 
detachment was sent to Charleatown on rescued it from the hands of a Junk- 
the evening of the 16th, the order ststed dealer. The book itself was kept by 
that **the party should be relieved the Sergeant Nathan Stow who belonged to 
next morning,*' and other authorities Captain Abishai Brown's Company In 
say the same. Mr. Frotbingbam says : Cul John Nixon's Begiment of the army 
'*It was understood that reif^orcements ofOen. Ward, at Cambrfdae. It covert 
and rtfrtBhmenU should be sent to about two months of military transact 
Colonel Prescott on the fc^lowlng mom- tions, Arom May 19th to July 16th, and 
ing** (the 17th0 There is much indls- abounds . in general and regimental 
criminate use of these words, relief and orders and other customary details. ▲ 
reinforeemenU^ by the various writers, copy of it was taken lor the Concord 
The promise, whatever it was, was not Library, another for publication in . 
ftilfllied. Dr. James Thatcher, in his PQtnam*s Monthly, 8alem, and stiU 
3fi2itafift7bttrfia2, writes :'**It was by an another is in my own possession. I 
unaccountable error that these people, first became acquainted with it tiirongh 
who had been laboring all the night, the iate W. W. Whelldoa, the venerable 
were not reliewd by others, nor were Concord historian, aod shortly after 
furnished with provisions before the gave some account of it tQ Uie Mirror^ 
battle;*' and Samuel Oray writes, **The quoting from it the foJlowteg ocdeca Ibr 
reason why our men on fotigue all night June 17th, the day of the Battle.: — 
were not relieved, or attempted to be **6eneral Orders Head Quart era June 
relieved, I cannot assign." From 17th 1775. That Col Nizun Col Little 
evidence presented below, it is dear that Col Mansfield with their Beg'tta 200 
it was reli^ rather than reinforeements^ Conneticut Trops with 2 Days provisions 
which the detachment was led to expect, and well equipted with ;Armes and 
though, as the battle came on, It was Ammunition March to relieve Col preacot 
the latter instead of the former that Col Fry and Col Bridges* Beg*tts Charles- 
Putnam and Prescott appear to have so* ton that the provisions be well dressed 
licited from (General Ward. before they March from Camp and that 

It is well known that the American they be on the parad at 5 oclock rea4y 
Orderlv Books which supply any details to March.** . 

respecting the great event are very few ^'Regimental Orders— that the 8eva»l 
in nimiber. They are especially wanting Companies In my Begi*t parade peralsely 
in the materials we most desire or need, at five o^dock this afternoon at our 
Of the two or thrc'C which Mr. Frothing- alarum post with 2 Days provision well 
ham makes use of, he says that they Dressed their armes and ammunition in 
"contain meagre leferences to the Good order ready to March in Aareeable 
Battle.** Even Gen. Ward's indicates to Beg*t orders. John NIxoa Col** 

only the loss sustained in the engage- There are certain strong and just 
ment. Fenno*s, we are told, has the inferences to be drawn fWm that wcoixl. 
order for the three Massachusetts Eegi- The orders, Itis seen, are in essentialfeon- 
m^nts to parade, and gives a brief formity to the promise which is said to 
account of the action. I am not aware have been made, though its contemplated 
that any one of such hitherto known afternoon execution partook of the 
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dilatory spirit of only -too- moch of the colours who were in ioiinediate corn- 
action at headquarters, the relief having mand of theair, and what Vith all th$ 
been pledged for the morning. For, as circomstances' of hope and ibar and 
will fhtther be noticed, it was relitf^ not uncertainty thiit existed at the time, the 
reii^orc«f7i6iit«, which the anthoHtlelB had head, of the army would sufScientl^^ 
in view— the latter beinj; a word that is authorize so&ie one of higher rank and 
often used by certain parties to suggest greater ei^peilence lind prestige to 
a longer and larger service fDr tbe accompany the expedition, who, what- 
detachment than was intended. Tbis ever chafnges should take place, or 
service was meant but for a night— for a hostilities should ensue, might still have 
day at most. The three new regiments the chief supervision and diirectfob' of 
were tO' take tbe place of the three afTairi^, The contrary is well nigh In- 
refiiments already there; find if tbe conceivable. The supposition ' is in ftill 
attack had been deferred until the morn- accoid with what we know of, Putnam's 
Ing of «he next day, the 18th, Prescott movements or action on the evening of 
and Frye and Bridge, with their men, the 16tb, and on the next day and 
would have been relieved and would have aftetward. For, though Natban Stow's 
doubtless returned to Cambridge and Orderly Book, like other ui^impeacbable 
perhaps not been in the Battle at all. autbontie.^ of the kind, glveS" us ^o 
Moreover, it Is clear that tiie same account of the Battle, it does, permit us 
general duty is assigned to the second to follow Putnam at once to Prospect 
detachment an Wrts assigned' to tbe first. Hill and see him there still In commanYl 
to man and hold the fort, Nixon, Little of the **remnant" he bad rescued and led 
and Mansfield are bere the equals, in all tiiither. Just as we know from other 
respects, of Prescott, Frye and Bridge, sources that he was in communication 
Whatever command was given to Pres- witb headquarters at Cambridge' during 
cott, it now belongs to Nixon, if only the 17th, so here, as we bave else^where 
the plan Is carried out ; but It does not stated, we find bim at' once recognized 
appear that any command is given to and powerfully relDftirced by Oenen^l 
either, above that which tbe otber four Ward, as tbe bead of the surviving armjr 
of tbe six colonels have with the two as of Blinker Hill. 

being at tbe head of their own regiments, flere are more of the sergeant's entries, 

except as tbe two are mentioned first on Tbe first which we copy Is for June 19th, 

the lists to which they respectively tbe second day after the Battle.— **Qeni> 

belong. But the plan was not carried eral Orders. That one half by companies 

out. However soon it might have been Nixons Brewers Scammoos Gerishes 

expected that tbe British would make Mansfields Woodbrld^es and GTardners 

the attack, it came earlier than could Regiments and half of tbe <]!onnecticutt 

bave been anticipated. It was a general Forces Imeadiately repair ^to) the Lines 

surprise, as all concede. It might have upon prospect Hill their to encamp accpi^d- 

been looked for while Nixon should be log to orders which they may receive.^-^ 

there much more reasonably ur confi- **June 26tb. General Orders. That* 

dently than while Prescott should be. Adjutant Febeger and Marsden make' out 

But though Nixon was an old MOldler and the Details for the several Regiments on 

a brave and able officer as well ■• as Pres- or near prospect Hill and make a return' 

cott, would any one say that he was to General putnam.*' June 29. Persons 

singled out from all tbe generals and nfllicted with ditiease or disorders *Mn 

colonels in Cambridge to be the supreme the several Regiments now doing duty 

commander, In the dread contingeucy on prospect hill to be immeadlately 

and confiict so sure to take place and reported to Genl. Putnam in order that 

that ftill soon! One can say it of him as they may be removed to a proper place 

truly as one can say of it of Prescott. appointed." Washington' arrives at 

Far more likely it was, that, what with Cambridge July 2nd aqd issues General 

this raiHd succession of detachments, and Orders July 8rd as **Cdmmandeir-in-Cblef 

With the worthy, 'but not distinguished of the forces of North America.** A part 
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o/;M8 0««ienU Ordars for JuJj FoniUi i« tlirows a ^opdofliglit o» .tibii <|ii«M«i, 

«# follows: ''Tb»( Hoo. ArteiDiis W^ltA wbo oosmaiKt^d t«» Ameriofs forpi»? 

ClMurl98 Lee PbilUp Skoly (Sclioyler) aDd Tbe fact to wblcb it polsla is ao 

larael Piitoaip iBsq are i»ppolnted Major apparent tbat Preaoott writers vaqalljr 

0ei»erala of tbe American Army By tbe toacb apon It rerr lisbt]iy» or avoM 

Bon. Cootaoeotial Coogresa and Dae allaaion to It, or make it a maitier of 

iQbediAPoe are t« (be) paid to tbem aa ridicole. In any event» tbey am^ to 

si^*» *»An t^e Troopa of tbe aeveral bide from view tbe great aenrioe wbich 

pollonles wbicb bave been Baiaed or Putnam bere rendered and even the old 

may bereafter be Baiaed for enpport and warrior bimaelf, knowing fall well wlmt 

Defence o( tbe Liberties of America," he did, bat not wlabing to let ibeir 

are received into tbe <*pay and service*' readers learn tbe tmtb abont it and (tosw 

of tbe Contijaental Congress and **are tbeir own inference. Dr. Bllle, after 

pow tbe Troops of tbe United Provinces baving employed Dearborn'a notorlonslf 

of Nortb America and It la boped tbat vile misrepresentations witb whlob^ik) 

all distinctions of colonies will be laid carrlcatare Patnam*a strennops effofi. to 

aside." **Svmf officer to continue to do make tnat one atand mor« on Bunker 

iMtf in the Bank and Station he at Hill, dismisseethe sobject tbua: <*Tbe 

present hold$ until further orders.** A battle had pccopied about two bourse 

few days later we have this :— **Camp on Tbe British lay on tbetr ariis all nigbt 

Pr()Speol Bill July 16 1776 Qeoeral at Banker's Hill, discharging tbeir pieces 

Ordera for tbio Camp by Msjr Genl Pnt- against the Americans, who were eafely 

nam Tbat To Morrow morning preclaely encsmped opon Prospect HiU« at tbe 

atS oclocfc all officers and aoldiera m distance of a mile.** FrolbltigbsBn's 

tbia Camp attend on prospect Bill at the account oiTtbe heroic service is snmaMd 

nsnal plac of attending prayers tbeir to op in a Une of a footnote : Pntnaai 

bear read by Mr. Leonard tbe manifesto **retreated with thai pui cfthe amny that 

of the Bon Contiuental Congress Con- tseiU to iVoflspset Mil and rewMined httt 

taiolng their reasona for Taking np through the n<^A( ;" nor were it posaibir 

i.rmes.*' Tbe la^t entries In the Book for anyone to describe a great tranaao 

are for July iStb and incladevariona Qen- tlon In more belittling phrase than thak 

eral Orders by Putnam as Msi)pr General And Dawson, wbo waa of Bnglisborll^ 

and fts alill commanding at Prospect and makeit Putnam chiefly responalbie 

BilK The officers are instructed to for bringing on the war and dismember* 

Wf rn the SQldlers to be on parade at ing tbe British empire, ravea and atonms 

foqr o'clock and be ready for action at on sgaMist him like a madman, ontdOf s 

once, *'as by some movements of the £Uis In Jeering at bis detemslned 

^nemy on Boston Common It appear* eouraee in the final scene, and altogether 

that (thsit they) bave some intention of decllAes to fc»llow him to Prospeet Hill 

coming out." Off even Uk make mention of It, tbe 

The logic of all these many facta and eirldeiice is so overwhelmiBg tlat, as 

detaHs which we have thns gathered Bancroft adimits„ be h«re had the 

from the old. Orderly Book of Sergeant ^'Supremo Direction^** 

f^atban Stow ol Concord, and Arom other -^ r. 

eiqml^y trqstworthy soofoes, we must CovcsBNise a Lib«^mi MdMikOHOsvrf 9; 

le%ve \o the intelligent and candid 

reader. That resent eX the brokan XUL 

armg at, Bunker Hill by Qenernl Putnam, Bditor o» th^ Mlllllo»^-^The vaaioue 

witahialaad ofit to Preopect. Hill and wayaby which thetPreecotjt writera seek 

hlai conftinned command of it there and to establish tbeir theory, now feaorting 

t^ favor and support be received from to one device- and then to another, now 

^ard 1^ Washingjton in succep»ron« by conning sobterftage and then by^elof 

nntili l^ was assigned to duties else- qaent declamation, now bf petty tecbnl*- 

wbei^t^coQnecta itaelf with the. Battle caUtii»pand<then by monatronai aaaumg* 

as, a part of the immortal stony and tions,— present a very curious stody^ for 
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ike reader of AraertcAD htst^rt. One of Butlettosftee whlat klnti of an tomy 
Iheir prepoateroorcoDteniioiis ie tIMs :— thfaioos, nnd was nuf^nt tb be, and WMsi 
thait tbe BaUM of Banker Hill was a midentoadtohe; and wbat were General 
M[U9acku9€tU afliilr; that the forces ttiAt Putnam's rftbts aod pbsilibn and 
arrived from tbe otber (Boldnies tmd no service in connection witb it. 
proper l^al rank with the Massachusetts The Battle of the 19th of April, 1775, 
•army; and that, thefefbre, Pntnam, however fitorable to the cin^ of the 
-being a Connecticut oiBcery was not en* patriots seemed the immediate result, 
ttt^ed to eommand MasBti^hiisetts men on greatly intensiieU the feiir and anxiety 
Massaebttsetta solli Henbe be eonid not of tbe ^eoplie of the ^roilnce oi Massa- 
have had tbe part which history has chuietts, at the same tt^e that it 
aaalgned htm m connettlbu with the de- ardnsM thett to fresh and more d^er- 
tachment and the engageitaent. In sup- mined action in the defende df their 
port of this view, it la claimed that it liberties. For the gebeHIl mbv^ment 
was not a New Bn§innd or an AmeriMn now on foot, the itaitiltory measures had 
army that waa gathered there in and been instituted by the cobgre^i^ of the 
about Cambridge, but rather foii^armtcg. Province itself. It was onhr too evident 
representinit, respectively^ Massachu- that it was the piirposb of the BHtiih 
setts. New Hampshire, Rhode Island and government to crush out tbe rising 
Connectient; and that these /our, so far Spirit of fl^eedoth in the American colo- 
from beioft a duly organiied and consol- ntes, and as Massachusetts was made to 
idated wbole^ were quite independent even feel most heavily the yok^, it itas but 
ae tbey were quite Jealoiis Of one another, natural that she should b^ the irst to 
owning primary allegiance t6 their own organize armed resistance, calling upon 
local governments or peoples, while the otbef parts of New England to aid hef 
last three rendered service to the first Itt her struggle for her own deliverance, 
only as volunteer ''allies," whoso aid and to do this also a^ a mMns of the 
Massachusetts was pleased to accept, c^mimon defence. That is precisely 
but whose rights and privileges, as what she did. Cn the 6tb df April, tbe 
egtMi2a, she conid by no means grant or Provincial Congrens, then assembled 
acknowledse. It will be in order to at Concord and apprehemAve of further 
show that here was on4 New SngUtmd trouble from the enemy who wcfre still 
army rather than /e^aKisd armies; tbat strongly Intreoehed in Boston, "Re- 
Putnam belonged to It as much as Pres- solved to take effectual meaaures to 
cott'or any otber oflloer; and that, pre- raise an army, and to send delegates to 
vions to tbe Battle, be again and again Abode Island, New Hampshire, and 
did command Massachusetts men on Connecticut, to requesi their coopera- 
MassaobVAeUs soil, and therefore wa9 not thynf;** and varlocrs preparations for 
barred frcimi tltt honor on the 17th of hostilities were continued during tHe 
June by any such obstruction as tbat days tfiat immediiiteiy followed. Aftei!' 
whleh has been adverted to. But foi' {be evettta of the 19th, tbe need, thd 
that fancied fatal barrier, Mr. Frothing- nrgfenoy, seemed greater still. Tb^ 
ham, with a sort of candid and compla- nelt day a camp wa)B established at 
cent air, tells US that Putnam might bav« Cambridge, with General Ward as tb^ 
been aupreme, eveur it would seem, oot^ comitoander-ln-li^lef. The intelligence 
wltlKBtanding Preecott^s "Orders in ^bmsernioji; tbe outbreak at Lexington 
ll^Kiif ;" for be says, **In a regularly and Concord **snretatd with wonderMI 
organiied army, his appeagance on tbe rapVditv,** andf "in almost every com- 
fleld, by virtue of bis ranV, ^onld bave munlty in New England, oto its recep- 
given him tbe command. But it wmi tion, tbe mlifnte men rushed to a>ms," 
an army of aZifea, whoie Jealouslea had th^r action belong stimulated bv n l^te^ 
ootyteMed to tbe ffUal prinoipk of sw6or- of thfe Conimittee of Safety to tb«l toi^ns, 
din^Mm^ and he waa preaeni^ rather m dated April 90, ttrgin|^ them' to enllat 
the patriotic volunt^et^wa as> a genera? and send fotwiNtf men to' fortf" aft irmy 
commander.** (Italics ours.) without delay; for, it sAtd, *K)ur all 1^ 
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AtsM^ke. Deii^b sBd devastatloD are the several resolves for empoweriiiir and 
certain cposeqaenoes: of delay. Every directing oar recelver-geoeral tobotrow 
moment Is iDflnitelyprecioos.^ An hoar the snm of one hundred thoasaod poands 
may del age yoar coantry In blood, and lawfal moaey, aod to issoe.his notes for 
entail perpetual slavery apoD the few of the same, it being the only measure 
oiyr posterity. that may survive the earn- which we could have recourse to for 
age." On the 26th, it sent another cir- Nupportiug our forces, and we request 
cular. to the other New England colonies, vour asMistaoce In rendering our meas- 
a|M>ve mentioned, in pursuance of the nres effectual, 6y ^lofn^ otir nates avur* 
Aame object. On Sunday, the 28d, the tency through the OonHnmt.*' Nay, more 
Provincial Congress had taken definite — and we now quote from Mr. Frothlngf- 
aetion for raising such a New England or ham himself C*Siege" p. 106)-«**The 
American army, and It was with refer- Committee of Safety wrote to the gov. 
ence to this matter of supreme interest ernment of Connecticut, May 4, that Iti 
and moment, that the immortal Warren, was their earnest and pressing desire 
on the 8d of May, and from Watertown, that it would send three or four thousand 
whither that body pf which he was now men of their establishment to Massachu- 
the President had adjourned, addressed setts immediate/^, to enable the Commit- 
the Continental OongresH to be convened tee to secure a pass of the greatest Im- 
at Philadeiplila on the 10th, a letter in porta nee to the common interestf and of 
which he set forth most pathetically the which the enemy would certainly take 
hardships and sufferings Massachusetts possession as soon as their reinrorce* 
had endured and' the dreadful perils to meats arrived. *If they once gain posses- 
which she was particularly exposed by slon/ the Committee say, Mt will cost ns 
reason of the situfUiion of her seaport much blood and treasure to dislodge 
towns, and of an expected .reinforcement them ; but it may now be secured by us, 
of the enemy within her borders. Said If we had a (brce safflclent, without any 
Warren, in the communication thus re- danger.' A similar letter was sent to 
ferred.tO! **The sanguinary zeal of the Rhode Island." 

ministerial army to ruin and destroy the It has been reserved to writers of a 
inhabitants of this colony, in the opinion century later (though there were not 
of this Congress, hath rendered the es- wanting men of an earlier time to give 
tablishment of an army indispensably them the bint), sorely needing props to 
necessary. We blive accordingly passed support a baseless theory, to advance the 
a unanimous resolve for thirteen tbous- libelous suggesttion, that when Massachu* 
and six hundred men, to be forthwith setts, in such an hour of alarm and agony, 
raised by this colony, and proposals are sent forth her repeated and piteous crie«i 
made by us to the congress of New to her sister colonies and to tA6<r Con tiu- 
Hiampshlre and governments of Rhode ental Congress as wellas^^oton for sym- 
Island and Connecticut colonies for fur- pathy and speedy succor, aod pleaded at 
wishing men in the same proportion.*' the same time that it was the **eomt»ott 
In urging the sympathy and support of cause*' which she represented and had at 
the Continental Congress for this mesa- heart, she by no means intended to treat 
ure, he says again : **Wlth the greatest as equals or on equal grounds those who, 
deference, we beg leave to suggest that a In response to her call, should come to 
powerftil army on the .side of Amsriea her rescue from beyond her own limits, 
hath been considered by this Congress as as if, there being yet no full authorita- 
the only means left to stem the rapid tive settlement as to all matters of rank 
progress of a tyrannical ministry.*' And and system, their governments or mill- 
yet again : **We have the greatest confi* tary appointments were to be respected 
deuce in the wisdom and ability of the like her oton or their officers were to .have 
continent to support us, so far as it shall the same right to command Massachusetts 
appear necessary lor snppqrting the men as Maseaohusetts officers might hare 
eomnH>n cause of the American Colonies,^* to command t?ieir mm. 
And still once more: "We alsoencloise What the rulers and people of the 
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glorioQs old Btftie are made %o^tky to the About ▲ *<Patsioiic VomHTBBB" of 
patriots of New Hampshire, Rhode MmhI **Allibd Forobs." 
and GoDDecticot, is jQst this: '*We are ^jY 
ail, yoo tfod we, in deadly peril, bnt we 'A.iv. 
oaraelf es are the greatest soifererb aod Editor of the Mibbob : — As already 
our owQ prospects are the glooaiieai. stated, the army that was forming in and 
For your own sake, bnt especially for about Cambridge, immediately before the 
ours, we beg, we ijnplore yoo, to come battle, was a **New Snglc^tid army'* or an 
and help «s, and not delay. Leave yonr **'Ameriean army^** iM^oght together lh>m 
homes and farms and boslaess, and nobly different quarters by a distinct and re* 
Join us in battle and gallantly risk life peated call and for a dear and definite 
and all io tbe strnggje to which w« pnrpose, and animated by one and the 
summoB 90a, and save as ftrom iaipend* same great principle aod noble spirit, 
ing destruction. But Jott understand, which were its vital and indissoluble 
that wben yon tread tAie sacred soil of bond of union, whatever the jealousies. 
Massacbnsetts, you are not to share the It was not a mere hap-bazard aggreigar 
same rights, privileges and distlnetioiis, tlon of heterogeneous, idlied forces, aU 
which we shall enjoy ourselves. Teu serving in some way the same general 
may Ught, but we will monopolise the cause, but each bound to fight on its own 
cammoniia and the k<mor8. It will be hook aod to acknowledge no common, 
yonrs to obey and serve. Ton may be supreme authority. They m1\ acknowU 
'patriotic volunteers 1' For, yon see, edged General \¥ard as their sopren^ 
there is ah yet no 'regularly established head, and, as Tarbox says, **It was 0^ 
army.* It. im only an *army of allies,' army^ not 80 well organized and com- 
without the necessary 'vital principle pacted as it might have been, and as it 
of subordination.* There are 'Jealousies,' was destined to be, but still one arm^.** 
moreover; and withal, we of Massaohu- When General Putnam commanded the 
setts have a certain proud coosdonsness Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
that we are your superiors. We cannot, troops in ihe brilliant action at Chelsea, 
therefore, all meet as equals ;bu\^ in Ghod's May 27, 1775. a contemponineous account 
name, consider our dire distress, &od do (Foroe*s Archives) tells us that It was "a 
and dare and die for us, we pray." party of the American army** who were 
Had Massachusetts, at such a time and thus engaged. Oo the 8d of June, the 
under such circumstances, been actuated New Hampshire Assembly, in one of its 
4»y MUch a feeling of selfle^ arrogance and orders, refers to the forces of that Prov- 
oxdesiveness as has thus been ascribed inoe as being '*under the commaoder-in- 
io her, it is quite likely that her "seapoit chief of the New England army.** The 
towns*' aod her people generally would Ussex OaseUe of June 8th, like other 
have been left somewhat longer to the papers of the time, makes mention of the 
mercy of the spoiler, and none would '*grand American army ** And the Mass- 
have pronounced tbe Judgment jnst moie achusetts Committee of Safety, Ln their 
omphatically than Warren himself. No, statement prepared for transmission to 
she wan of better stulf. She acted in Great Britain, sAld, July 25, that it was 
good faith, and her word was accepted the "JVeio JSngland army** that had r^ 
aad believed. Her "earnest and pressing ceived, '^abont the 14th of June,*' pertain 
desire'* as resards Connecticut, and as Informatloo concerning General Gage's 
regards tbe other colonies as well, was, plans or intentions. What was originally 
that all should come and share with her the *'Army of Massachusetts" became, 
the dangers and tbe glories^ . whatever the primarily through her own action as well 
piques or misunderstandings that might as by her own designation, the *'New 
-arise, or whatever the informalities or England army, "or the "American army," 
irregularities that might exist. We shall soos to be the Continental army under 
see, still forther, what was the real domi- the commanid of Washington. In all the 
nant spirit of the hour and how it con- haste, excitem^t and strangeness at- 
troUed the ereafts that quickly followed, tending the period of its earlier develop* 
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mientsj there Was sore to be, as there is from Connecticut, and with Sargent's 
always apt to be under such circnmstan- Regiment of New Hampsblre men, and 
ces, lack eaoogh of unity, system and Pattemon's MassachuseitM Regiment 
discipline ; but not the less toa8 it the pur- (advanced towards Lechmere'^p Point), 
pose and effort of the constituted authori- was stationed at Cambridgeport, having 
ti^to make this an army indeed; to ftise bis headqaartern at the Inmau. house — 
the *'four armies'* into one, while having **the post of honor," aA General Ward 
dne reisHrd to their local feeling, and in called it. Or, as Tarbox remarks, "This 
every way to overcome difficnltiei*, to force, which General Putnam commanded 
promote harmony, and consolidate and day by day, was the advanced guard of 
strengthen the whole. Without this, thev the American centre. It held the post 
knew full well— for they were certainly of honor and of danger." The larger or 
men of experience and common sense — main body of the central division were 
that no victories could be won and that with General Ward at Cambridge, whose 
their mustered hosts would be but a rope *<gen«>ral orders," says Col. Swett, **were 
of sand. They would applv the generally copied and obeyed bv the forces of oZ/ the 
accepted rules and principles of military other protfinces in Ma**sachusett«*, indis- 
law and usage so far and. fast as they eriminately, and the officers of all of them 
safely could, but it was doubtless as were ordered on courts martial, and de- 
clear to them as it is to up, that insist- tailed for the usual routine of duty with* 
ence by them, at a rime like that, upon out any distinction whntever.** 
any ' supposed exclusive or preeminent In what we have here so far written, 
rights of their own as men or officers of it appears that Gen. Putnam commanded 
Massachusetts, or upon any mere form- Massachusetts as well as other troops, 
alltles, technicalities or quihhies in sup- not only in the Battle of Chelsea, May 
port of such pretensions, would have 27th, but also continuously at Cambridge- 
driven the btave and hardy yeomanry of port, where he and his foices were en- 
New England, who hvd hurried to their camped. Nor is this all. We are always 
relief, back In disgust to their homes glad to quote h*om Mr. Frothingham 
almost as quickly as they had come. when his statements are to the purpose, 
Now see. The Governments of the and we give the fbliowintf well-known 
several colonies to which the importn- fact In his own words ; **0n the 18th (of 
nate and affectim; appeal had been made, May), in the afternoon, all the troops at 
took the earnest action that was needed, CambridgSt except those on guard, 
and the patriots swarmed from all the marched, under General Putnam, into 
provinces and hastened to headquarters Charlestown. They were twenty-two 
in Massa Chi] setts and reported for duty, hundred In number, and their line of 
By no formal vote had New Hampshire,any march was made to extend a mil6 and a 
nii6re than Connecticut or Rhode Island, half." Having passed ''over Bunker Hill 
placed herself or her troops under and also over Breed's Hill," and **into 
the command of General Ward or Mass- the main street," etc., **tbey then re- 
achusettH ; but all the same she had like turned to Cambridge.'* And he adds : 
them done something better than this, <*It was done to inspire the army with 
she had sent her leading military officers confidence." **A11 the troops at Cam- 
with their regiments, toJlgh$, Stark and bridge," which General Putnam here 
Reed and their men were assigned to the commanded, preyious to the Battle as in 
left Wing of the new army, whose rally- the other cases, must have been partly 
ing point was at Medford. Gen. Thomas Massachusetts men. Here then, are three 
commanded the right wing, having under instances which nhow that Putnam, prior 
him at Dorchester and Roxbury four to the 17th of June, commanded Massa' 
thousand Massachusetts troops. General chusetts men on Afassachusetts soil; and 
Spencer and the first Connecticut Regl- yet we are told that he could not do this 
ment, and General Greene with his forces in the Battle of Bunker Hill because he 
from Rhode Island. General Putnam, with was from Connecticut and was only a 
bis own Regiment and several companies '^patriotic volunteer!'* How could he, a 
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Connecticut officer, exercise snch anther- he had left Danvers in his early married 
Ity io the former cases and yet have do life, boaght . land and fixed bis hitnre 
right to do it in thn latter case? Bnt home,in Coonecticat, and become a snc- 
eveo this is Dot alL On the 6tb of June, cessftU farmer and asefql citizen. His 
Pntnam and Warren, the former having return tq Pomfret in 1765, after ten 
been appointed to represent the army years of arduous and heroic service in 
and the latter the civil authorities, met the French and Indian war,and in various 
the British officers to effect an exchange military expeditions, **gave,*' says Miss 
of prisoners who had been taken in the Larned's HUtory of Windham Countu* 
Battle of Lexington. They rode together *'a new impetus to. tpwn and society.'* 
in the same carriage ftrom Cambridge to Hi8 fellov? citizens loaded him with hoi^- 
Chariestown and were escorted by Cap- ors. He was called to preside at public 
tain Chester's company from Connecti- meetingei. **H8 was made first selectman 
cut. A pleasant interview took place and sent hs d«*paty tq the General Assem- 
and the exchange was happily made. b|y.*' He laid oat roads, planted trees, 
"After which,** says the account in eMtablic>he4 school districts, collected 
Force's iireA<oes, '^General Putnam, with parish r&tes, became an active church 
the prisoners that had been delivered to mepiber, discharged various important 
him, etc., retarned to Cambridge, escort- ecclesiastical duties, and with all his an- 
ed in the same manner as before." And tiring and indomitable energy promoted 
stili we are told that Patnam had no every better iiiterest of the commbnity 
proper rank or place in the army which m which he liyed. During all this time 
he thus represented, and the important he waH one of the most patriotic leaders 
business of which, in connection with of his adopted sti^te, in opposition to the 
this affair, be so saccesstully transacted! tyrannical measures, of the British gov- 
And f^till once more. It is admitted that ernment, as regards America. Not one 
he was not only pi esent at the meetings of the colonies was mote incensed at 
of the Councilor War, bat was a most such wrongs and outras<es than Connec- 
potent influence in its deliberations and ttcut, and particularly Windham County 
action, writers, on both sides of the to which he belonged. The towns in 
controversy, making him chiefly respon- manifold ways testified their sympathy 
sible for the flnal decision. Yet, though, for MasHtichusetts, but especially for 
as a member of the Conucil, he might Boston, whose harbor was blocked and 
thus help to determine the work and for- whose people were largely cut off from 
tune4t>f the army, we are told that he the necessary supplier of life ; and again 
could not of right exercise any command and , again they sent lo her droves of 
of it, or of any part of it, that be did not. sheep for the relief of her poor and dis- 
p>roperly belong to it, and that he was tressed inhabitants, these timely gifts be- 
only a '* volunteer** and was an **inter- lug acknowledged in heartfelt terms by 
loper*' and an *4atermeddler** at that. her selectmen and her public press. On 
Premising that all such fl&cts as we one such occasion, in 1774, the Bos- 
bave above prefented show sufficiently t(»n Gage^ said: **The town has had the 
well how the **rour allied armies** were satiafactlon to be visited by the renowned 
quite mingled together and were one Colonel Putnam (spoo to be made Brig- 
beleaguering host; around Boston, with- adier General), so well known through- 
out regard to any exclusive claim on the out North America that no words are 
part of this colony or that, let us see, necessary to inform the public any 
still further, what sort of a '* volunteer** further concerning him than that his gen- 
General Patnam really was, and what eroslty led him to Boston to cherish his 
kind of rank and right his actual service oppreatied brethren and support them by 
involved. There is nothing nobler in every means ii^ bis power. A fine drove 
American history than that which we of she|[;p was one article of comfort he 
find in his love and devotion to his native was commissioned to present us with." 
state and his coimtry during all those It was fit this time that, as Bancroft 
eventful years. Hardy and enterprising, says, be was ''Warren'il: guest and every- 
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one^ flAvoHte.*' In September, after his to fo^w faim to Cambridge, he set oat 
retnro home, came a report that the on bis memorable hors<*bacfc ride of 
British had aetnaHy commeneed hostil- nearly a hundred miles and on the mom- 
Ities. The whole country flrom Boston ing of the next day, the 21st, was io the 
to Philadelphia was aroused and thons* streets of Concord I— ^ rkle, wbleh, as 
ands of patriots were sood on the march /rarboz says, 'Hnnst erer stand as a most 
to the supposed scene of tictlciD. Putnam marvelloos specimen of activity and e»- 
wrote from Pomfret ai once to Captain darauoe to a man of his shears." That 
Aaron Clereland of Canterbury, **Beg same day, also, after a conference with 
you will rally all the forces you can and the Massaehusetls Committee of Safety, 
be on the march Immediately f(»r the he wrote from Coocord to Col. Ebeaes- 
relief of Boston and the people that er Williams of Pomft^t, one of the Con- 
way," and then set out himself and pro- necti<cut Committee of Safety, as follows: 
oeeded thither a distance of sixt? miles, '*8!r — ^I have watted on the Committee 
only to tind that it was a false alarm and o^the Pioviacial Conarress and It is their 
to be obliged to retrace hls^^tepti. But a determination to hare a standing army 
more serious crisis was near at hand, of 22,000 men from the New ^glaad 
and MUs Lamed says, '*Many circum* colonies, of which, it Is siipp<iaed^ Um 
stances gave Windham Counny anusual Colony of Connecticut must raise 6,000, 
promlneoce at tbis Juncture and enabled and begs they would be at Cambridge as 
her to render most effective aid to the speedily as possible, with conveniences; 
patriot cause.** . . . **iimoni; her clti- together witb provisions and a eufflcien- 
zeos' were Jonathan Trumboll and cyof ammunition for their own use." 
Israel Putnam, Connecticut's nonored The next day, the 22nd, he »en% fkrom 
governor and tbe most popula^ military Cambridge another letter to Connecticut, 
officer in America,** lofffther with other accompanying it with despatches for the 
**brave soldiers and wise civilians, men Committee ofCorrespomlence, and urging 
of valor and men of Judgment, alike immediate supplies of troopc* and provl* 
endued with ardent, self pacriAcing pa- sions. Before his first letter waa re- 
triotism.** ceived, "troops of horse" — forty Ave 
On Thursday, April 20th, at 8 a. m., a men — had already set out for Lexington, 
despatch from the Committee of Safety All Connecticut was astir and on fire for 
nt Watertown, Mans., dated at 10 a.m. battle. *«In some towns every able-bodied 
on the 19th, and sayins that the' British man obeyed the call/* Not a4l who vol- 
had fired on the A meiWns at Lexington, unteered to go, codld be equipped and 
was received at Pomflret. Putnam, with sent. Putnam is summoned home to 
his son Daniel, then in his sixteenth year, confer about matters with the authorities 
was ploughing in the field as the'intelli- of his own colony. Six regiments, oC 
gence reuched him. **He loitered not,*' ten companies each, are to be formed for 
the son tells us. '*but left me, the driver service, and troops are fitted out and 
of his team, to unyoke it In tbe furrow, sent forward as rapidly as possible. Pnt- 
and not many days after to follow him to nam, who was colonel of one of the regi- 
camp." The father **hnrried off for men ts and a captain of one of its eom- 
consultation with town committees and panies, was also niade a Brigadier Ge»- 
mUltary officers.*' About 8 p. m., on tbe eral of the forces thus raised. After a 
same day, the 20tb, came a second des- week*s absence in Connecticut, he re- 
patch with an account of the fight at turned to his post at Cambridge for. the 
Concord. '^Putnam,** continues Miss continued service there at which we 
Lamed, '*on returning fjrom his consul- have already glanced, while on the very 
tory tour, found hundreds of men already day of the Battle of Booker Hill he pre- 
assembled on Brooklyn Green, awaiting sented for the army the very much' need- 
his orders.** Having given them in- ed gift of large quantitli-s of gnnparw- 
structlons to Join theli militia regiments der. And this is tbe man, who, aftt-r all 
as he and the military officers of the his sympathetic and geoerooa intsrasfe in 
County had arranged for them, and then behalf of Boston and MassaoiiOBeita, 'his 
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swift aDd helpfnl response to their cry Presciott toos. What has already- been 
for aid, his conferences with their Pro- written miffht seem enough for the pnr- 
vincial Congress aod the Committee of pose, bat I now invite the reader's atten- 
Safety and the Council of War, the arri- tion to ao array offsets which, I .thiok 
val firom far oif Connecticut of the large he will agree with me in saying, should 
body of valiant and powerful troops not be omitted here, however partly pre- 
which he had done so much to enlist, sented before. 

organize and hp^ing to the field, and ftom Horace Greeley was wont to say con- 
which detachments were to be made for cerning the question of the resumption of 
the Bunker Hill expedition itself, and the specie payments, that the way to resume 
various commandtt be had exercised at was to resume. It would seem to be an 
Cambridge,atCbelsea, and inthemarchto equally clear and incontrovertible prop- 
Charlestown and back, to say nothing of osition, that the real commander of the 
his cooperation with Warren for the ex- American forces in the Battle of Charles- 
change of prisonern— e^is is the man, town Heights was the man who actually 
who, our IcBined Prescott partisans tell Lommanded. It is very well to consider 
us, had no proper rank or right, part or what might, could, would or should have 
place, in the real and legitimate army, been, and such things as the boasted 
but was only a '^patriotic volunteer," at '^preeminence*' of Massachusetts, ''allied 
most: — a "volunteer" service, however, forces," "orders in writing," "irregular- 
wbich, whatever it might be, Massacha- ities," '*jealous.le8,*' and what not; but 
settH had begged of him, as of others, as they all have to give way before the 
on bended knee, and for which she had quei^tion of qaestions, — who was the one 
arranged with him In all earnestness . of supreme leader who practically com- 
zeal and purpose, notwithstanding some roanded the field from one end of the 
of her ungrateful sons have only too lines to the other; exercising authority 
often found fault ,with it, or have sought over troops from all the provinces there 
to miniroize It and rob it of its value, or reprenented, Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
bave endeavored either to transfer itn shire and Connecticut; giving to them, 
crownlnis glory to another or else wipe it during the day, direct and positive 
out altosether from the page of history ! orders, which ' were generally obeyed ; 
We must needs see more about this "Pa- himself leading the huHt into the very 
triotic Volunteer." thick of the fight, and when all was over 

I have extended this series of letters receiving from authorities and the 
far beyond the intended limits. The sub- people un«<tinted praise? As previously 
ject and the material grow upon one as stated and shown, Prescott commanded 
he writCM, and there is much more I. at the redoubt or right wing, and there 
should like to say; yet, as the 17tb of alone, giving no orders to Putnam or 
June again draws near, there are certain Stark, nor hiiving anything to do with 
flagrant perversions and falsifications of the lines that stretched flrom Breed*s Hill 
fact, which touch still more, if possible, to the Mystic. Stark and Reed, with 
the very heart of the whole matter, and their New Hampshire soldiers, were at 
to which I should like to ask the partic- the left wing near the Mystic, but ho one 
ular attention of my readers. contends that even ^uch a man as Stark 

gave orders to either Putnam or Pres- 

OKNBRAt PUTNAM'S ORDIBS. AND Db. ^}!:-J}Z' ^^V'^^^^Zl^T.^^l^T 

Ellis Connecticut and Massachusetts troops, 

' and near them and near the base of 

^^* ' Bunker ilUl, Putnam had his post, as at 

Editor OF THE Mirror:— In this let- the centre. Just before the battle and 

ter, and in still another, I propose to during its progress, he gave orders to 

show, by what perversions of history, Prescott and Stark both, as well as to 

certain men have attempted to prove other officers from the several colonies, 

that General Putnam was not the Com* commanders and their men obeying his 

mander at Bunker Hill, and that Colonel behest. This could never have been had 
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he not been clothed with the ample Instant death if he heal tated, and forced 
aathorlty. Accordingly, in order to show hiin back." Brave Captain Ford with 
that 8nch authority was wantinsr, it was his Chelmsford company came to the 
necessai^y to show that such orders were field, ''proceeding down Buol^er Hill;** 
not given. This is Just what Prescott Calleoder's deserted cannon was at the 
writers have tried to do, in ways we foot of the hill; '*he (Pntnam) ard^^red 
shall point oat. Capt. Ford with his company to draw 

In some of my earlier letteis I repeat- them into line/* and ''he obeyed." While 
edly referred to Col. Swett's SIcetch of hnrrying on the tardy reinforcements 
the Battle (1818), whicd, however Inade- from th«> Neck, Putnam foand Gerrish's 
qnate the story, or however much some Massachnsetts regiment and "other 
or many of its minor details needed cor- scattered troops,** sltnlklng in a disor- 
rection, was declared by the higtiest an- ^aoized and demoralized condition be- 
thorities to be the best yet given to the' hind the summit of Banker Hill. He 
public at the time. It appeared forty- "ordered them on to the lines; he en- 
three years after the great event and no treated and threatened them, and some 
man of his day had devoted so mach of the most cowardly he Icnocked down 
attention to the snbject or had personallv with his sword,** but though he "offered 
cultivated acquaintance so extensively to lead them on h^m^elf,*' yet the fire of 
with the surviving heroes or contempor- the British upon "this elevated hill" wa«( 
arles of the fight as had the author of it. so terrific that his commands were "all' 
Pacts or statements, with which his in vain.** '*The General ordered Colonel 
pases teem, have passed into all the his- Gardner's resiment into action,'* having 
tories, whatever twist or obscuration a previously ordered them to take the in- 
very considerable proportion of them trenching tools and complete the works 
have received at the hands of ctrtHin he had commenced on Bunker Hill. "Col. 
later writers. But the followini; brief Scammans arrived at last on Bunker Hill. 
eztractH will sufficiently attest how re- . . Putnam ordered th-^se troops into 
plete is his narrative with General Put- action, but it was too late, and they 
nam's orders on the 17th of June, in joined in the retreat." The statements 
connection with the engagement. in which these orders appear are abnn- 

In the forenoon, before the Battle, "he dantly corroborated by the separate and 
(Putnam) ordered the entrenching tools Independent testimony of Massachusetts, 
to be carried by a large detachment to New Hampshire and Connecticut officers 
the rear," from Prescott and the re- and privates who were In the Battle and 
doubt. "While the enemy were landing, who»*e numerous depositions may be 
General Putnam ordered Captain Knowl- found In the Appendix to Swett*s second 
ton rof Connecticut) to take post behind edition, 1826. 

a rail fence.*' "And now the brave Stark We shall best accomplish oor object if 
arrived with his regiment. General Put- we here give the names of some of these 
nam reserved a part of It to throw up a witnesses and show how generally and 
work on Bunker Hill, and ordered him to well their testlmonv tovers Putnam's 
press on to the lines as quick as possible orders, as just Indicated. What they 
with the remainder." "The drums beat say, taken In connection with Swett's 
to arms" and Putnam "led the troops narrative. Is the best possible kind of 
into action." "Little's (Massachusetts!) evidence, coming as it does from so • 
regiment arrived; he (Putnam) ordered many scattered sources and from veter- 
them to their posts." "General Putnam ans who In their advancing aee would 
rode through the lines and ordered that remember such facts as they state here, 
no one should fire till they (the enemy) tboush all else should be forgotten, 
arrived within eight rods, nor any one Theirs were the undying memories of 
till commanded." Callender deserted his Bunker Hill and of its heroes-— memories 
cannon and was retreating to a place of which, when voiced, were so decisive for 
safety ; Pntnam "ordered him instantly to Putnam's command, that one of the 
his post" and "threatened him with Prescott pamphleteers has contemptnoos- 
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ly referred to them as "old soldiers' Job Trask, BiUerica, Gkurdner's regiment, 
yarns,'* and others of the coterie have **Piitnam ordered them to make a breast- 
treated them in the same spirit, while yet work on Banker Hill which they com* 
they have given eaeer credence to and menced. A short time afterward, F^ 
have made extennive nse of the biisest nam came back and ordered the Colonel 

'*yam8"ofany **old soldier** like Dear- to march and take a position;** .Simeon 
bom, or of any one else, if only his words Noyes, of Salem, testified that General 
were steeped in venom asrainst the object Pat nam rode np to the fort and **ordered^ 

of their united or conomon animosity. Lientenant Wbitmore to man the rail 

Of Starks own New Hdmpehire regiment^ fence, and **was riding to and ftro in all 

Richard Oilohrist, of Dublin, testified parts of the line, encouraging the men, 

that this force was **at the rail fence the pressing them forward, and giving ordere 

whole action*' and that '* Put nam rode np to the offlceri*;*' Major John Bumnam, 

as we went on** and **said, push on. Col. Lieutenant in Little*8 regiment, saw Gen- 

Starky tbe enemy have landed and eral Putnam near the rail fence and says, 

formed;** Ebenezer Bean of Conway, "He appeared busily engaged in giving 

that Futnnm **wik>i urttlnie the men on, direcUone to the troops as they came up. 

giving orders,** and ^'ridfrng Ar(»m one end He ordered my Capt. to get to tbe fort 

of ttie line to th») other as far as I could if he could ; pa»«sed by the fort and went 

observe;** and Reuben Kemp, that Put- to the south of it till we saw enemy's 
nam ^'seemed to have the ordering of left fiaiik ;** Elijah Jourdan ofBucksfield, 

things,** and ^*charged the men not to fire ''Helped build the intrenchments and 

till the enemy came close to tlie works fousht within tbe intrenchment till the 

and to take 'g<M)d aim and make every British took possesion of our fort.'* . . 

shot kill a man.** Of tbe Connecticut "Gen. Putnam was In said intrenchment 

troops belonging to tbe detachment at (breasitwork) very frequently during the 

the redoubt, "four Lieutenants and 120 engagement, giving orders as commander^ 

men of Gen. Putnam's regim*tnt under in-chUtf,** A committee of the Massa- 

Capt. Knowiton, were by the Gen. order- chusetts ConaresM report Putnam's own 

ed," says Judge Grosvenor wbo was testimony that he met an officer, (Callen- 

there, "to take post at a rail fence on the der) drawing lils cannon away and that 

left of the breastwork ;** Joshua Yeomans, witn threats he ^^ordered'* and forced him 

of Norwich, testified, "Went to rail back; Alexander Davidson, of Ford's 

fence; there saw Gen. Putnam riding company, deposes, "Putnam ordered ont 

along the whole line and crving out, company to carry the cannon, deserted 

''StUskto your posts, men, and do your by Callender, to the rail fence;** Francis 

d%Uy\* he was greatly exposed;** and Jo- Davidson, also of Ford's company, says, 

siah Cleveland, of Canterbury, deposed "We were orelered to lie down till the 

that General Putnam **ordered out a enemy were near enough to be within 

gaard to the shore," and ^^ordered Con- good gun shot ; this order was given by 

uecticut and part of Massachusetts troops Gen. Putnam, who was near us at the 

to make the breastwork at rail fence." time.** Joh Spoiford, of Berlin, a ser- 

Of Massachusetts soldiers, Amos Foster of geant in Gen. Ward's regiment, deposes, 

Tewksbury said, that "Putnam came and "We went to the rail fence. Gen. Put* 

ordered some men to take tools and be nam was employed in different places;" 

took some and went to Bunker Hill to the redoubt was at length captured, and 

fortify ;** William Low, of Gloucester, "he ordered us to retreat, by speaking, 

that "Putnam ordered us to carry off in- and by motion of his sword. He seemed 

trenching tools; our company went, fol- to have the chief command on the hill and 

lowed him in Indian file down the Hill; where we were.'* We might multiply 

tbe shot fiew as thick as hailstone ;" these orders still more, but enough have 

Aaron Smith, of Sbrewsburv* *'I assisted been given. It will be seen that Bunker 

in preparing the Intrenchment al the rail. Hill heroes, Massachusetts soldiers (most 

fence under Patnam's orders, and was, niunerously of Massachusetts) as well as 

during the whole battle at that place;" Connecticut and New Hampshire sol- 
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diers, bear emphatic witness that General fact that attests his authority as the 

Putnam was io all the Battle'4 from first actual supreme commander, 

to last; that be];was extremely active and And now, after giving this extended 

^ave orders to troops of all the three recital of General Putnam's orders on the 

provinces ; and that, as in previous in- 17th of June, 1776, I have to add, that 

stances heretofore specified, he did exer- Dr. Ellis, In bis History of the Battle, 

dse command over Massachusetts men on^ published a huudred years later, brashes 

Massachusetts soil. Colonel SwetVs ree- them all away with one sweep and makes 

ord about these matters stands approved do proper account of them at all. He 

and Justified. If such evidence is not knew only too well what mu8t needs fol- 

sound and conclusive, we misht well low their acceptance. We shall say more 

repeat the despairing cry of Walpole, — about this matter in the next letter. 

**Read me anything but history, for that 

I know is fal:«e." Matters for reflection, June 17. 

It is nothing to the] purpose that. In 
one or in several instances, General Put° AVI. 

nam's orders were disobeyed, or that his Editor of the Mirror : Dr. Ellis is 
utmost exertions weieuoavailing, amidst the putative father of the Pref^cott theory 
all the trying circnmstancen of the day, and is much enamored of his hero, 
and when he had to do with troops of a though Mr. Frothinsham, wno is a 
craven or treacherous heart, as well as milder and more candid man and dam- 
with forces that were brave and patriotic, ages his own cause by various enforced 
The history of battles and commanders is concessions, is somewhat his competitor 
full of such ca**es of cowardice and un- for the doubtful honor. , The former, 
faithfulness. Not the stern authority and wr\t\DS a hundred years after the battle, 
towering rage of Washington himself informs us that his Centennial history of 
could stay the disgraceful fiisht of the it is '^substantially" the same as he had 
panic-stricken American soldiers at Kip's published a long time before ; that *Mt is 
Bay, New York, when they were fired believed that Jor the first time the full 
upon from the British frigates, Sept. 15, truth was then set forth in connection 
1776. Was Washington, therefore, not with historic details," that his venerable 
commander in chief? Col. S. A. Drake friend, Judge Prescott, the Coloners son, 
observes: **To sav that no officer could was well-pleased with that earlier **inteU 
be considered a<4 commander because of liiiible and correct account," and that *4t 
the lack of discipline and morale in the is certain^ and now beyond all question, 
troops, and the want of experience in the that be (Colonel Prescott) had the com- 
officers of Inferior grade, is to allege that mand of the day and the action !" 
General McDowell did not command at Having given in my last letter a par- 
Bull Run, because his army was precisely tlal list of General Putnam's orders at 
In this condition. To assert that no offi- Bunker Hill, as attested by Swett and by 
cer could command, because forces of soldiers in the fight, and as evidencing 
the different colonies, now for the first ^ Putnam's supreme command, and having 
time acting together, did not cordially also stated that Dr. Ellis set them ail 
cooperate, Is to deny that Wellington aside because of the unwelcome conclu- 
commanded the Spanish forces in the sion to which they would inevitably lead 
Peninsula War, because they were noto- him, —I proceed to t<how here more par- 
riously Insubordinate." How it fared ticu.\8Lrly in what loay the doctor has set 
with Prescott himself, Is yet to be told, forth ^ 'the full truth,** as he calls it, and 
It is enough to say, that General Putnam what importance is to be attached to the 
whatever the few exceptions, was o&ey«d, Judgment of the naturally gratified old 
and that, too, by troops of Ma ssachu- judge that the sketch was ^'correct.** 
setts, Connecticut and New Hampshire; The reader will see bow deliberately and 
and thoush men should discuss his prop- persistently, throughout, Dr. Ellis, (and 
er rank or legal right till doomsday, it full often Mr. Frothingham himself), 
could never disprove the monumental changes the word ''order,** or '^ordered,"* 
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ioto some other that does not necessa- soldiers confirm this statement, while 
rily imply authority , fails to recognize Captain Ebenezer Bancroft testifies thus : 
Putnam at all where bis actions or the *<An order was never obeyed with more 
circnmstaoces mean bis command or readiness. From every part of tbe line 
supremacy, or transfers his personal witbin hearing, volunteers ran, and 
deeds and honors as the chief to one some picked up one, some two shovels, 
who has no rigbtfal claim to them. We maitocks, etc., and hurried over the 
shall again need to repeat bere, to some hill.** That this order was given to 
extent, certain testimony adduced ' in Prescott appears from details which are 
previous letters. s applied by General Heatb, (friend of 

1. As against the haughty and desper- tbe Colonel), wbo was not in the battle, 
ate contention or Prescott writers, that but wrote about it in his lfemoi>« twenty 
while Massachusetts officers could com- years or more afterward, and said; '*Just 
mand Massachusetts men on Massacbu- before the action began. General Putnam 
setts soil, General Putnam, as coming came to the redoubt, nnd told Colonel 
from Connecticut, was not entitled to Prescott that tbe intrenching tools must 
the Ha me privilege, and therefore could be sent off, or they would be lost; the 
not have commanded at Bunker Hill, it Colonel replied, that if be sent any of the 
has already been shown, that previous to men away with the tools, not one of 
the 17th of June^ Massachusetts troops them would return. To this tbe General 
were under his command at Cambridge- answered, *They shall every man return.* 
port in the liiieH that invested Boston, A large party was sent off with the tools 
also HN he led tbe party that vanquished and not one of them returned; in this 
the British raartnen in tbe engagement the Colonel was the best judge of human 
near Chelsea, and then as he marched nature.** The Prescott Memorial C**of 
**all the troops at Cambridge** to Charles- sundry times and persons**) which we 
town and back, '*to inspire the army with have met before, gives an apocraphal 
confidence.** Of course, if he could do rather than beautiful embellishment to 
all thU% or these, be could do the other, this story by way of another * *^dig** at 
Frothinsbam places him at Cambridge- Putoam. Sometime afterward Prescott 
port where be belonged, and gives him met Putnam and asked him, why the 
the lead In the other two cases. But men were not sent back? Putnam re- 
Ellis makes no mention of anyone of the plied, **I could not make the dogs go.'* 
three cases; ostensibly enumerates tbe Whereupon the alleged hero and chief- 
various forces of tbe army that surround- tain of the day observed with becoming 
ed Boston, with no reference to Potnam Christian spirit, *'If you had said, 
and his Connecticut and other regiments Come, you would have found men 
or companies as occupying what General enou2h;*' but the Christian spirit did 
Ward called the **post of honor"; and, not last, for quoth the iVescotf ifemoriaZ, 
unlike bis friend and co-laborer, does not which ought to know, '<tbe Colonel never 
let us see tbe old veteran with the de- forgave Putnam for this breach of prom^ 
tacbment on the evening of the 16tb, ise.'* What, never forgive him, when he 
eMher at the ^* Consultation** on Bunker* s did his best to make good bis word! 

. Hill, or at the intrenching on Breed*s. It And blame him, because be had more 

^ is thus that tbe ^'full truth** begins to be confidence in these men at the redoubt 

revealed I than Prescott, their immediate command- 

2. Just before the Battle, General er, bad in them himself! And when 
Putnam earnestly desired to intrench on presently, as tbe British appeared to 
Bunker Hill, for ihe sake of safety and view In force, and ''seven hundred** of 
advantage In case of retreat. '*At the detachment and **five hundred reln- 
lengib,** says Swett, ''he ordered off a forcements" fied from the fort, why, for 
large detachment firom the Redoubt goodness* sake, did not the man of Pep- 
(where Prescott commanded) with the perell restrain them and bring them back 
intrenching tools to break ground there.** by his all-potential **Come**f Surely, he 
Aaron Foster of Tewksbury and other "would have found men enough**! Yet 
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all such stnff as this Is written and ac- fact is, they diso&tfyed him ; he sent them 

cepted as veritable hintory. The simple one way aod they went another; and if, 

troth that ruos throagh it all is, that as some of the historians or critics say, 

Putnam appeared at the redoubt and Gen. Putnam was not the chief corat&and- 

ordered the men and tools away ; Prescott er because he was not always obeyed, 

demurred, but had tu submit; and as then Prescott was not the commander at 

Capt. Bancroft, who theie fought and the redoubt for the same reason. These 

was wounded, has told u<«, **ah order viae Connecticut troops, as they marched 

never obeyed^wUh more readinnss." Froth- forth, fell into the hands of Putiiam who 

ingham tells us that no one interfered wanted them for another purpose and 

with Prescott*s '^dispositions," and Dr. accordingly ordered them to the rail 

Ellis says, ^'Neither Is there any evidence fence. **V^hile the enemy were landing," 

that Prescott received an order during says Swett, **Gt-nerai Putnam ordered 

the day from any other officer than Gen- Captain Knowlton, with the Connecticut 

eral Ward." Yes there is, Dr. Ellis, troops, to take po^t behind a rail fence." 

whether you remembered it or not. You Juds^e Qrosvenor, a lieutenant in tiie 

did not like to Relieve it, but the order battle, says the same, and Edward Ever- 

was spoken and heeded; and when you ett, Pcibody and others concur Noth- 

ocly referred to the ^'sending for the tools lug is more indisputably true. But must 

to the redoubty** you did not nive to your it be allowed to appear thJEit Prescott 

readers the ''full truth** in regard to this ordered these men to Moulton's Point, 

matter. Colonel Drake, from out his and that they straightway were under 

military experience, forcibly hays of the the control of Putnam and obeyed his, 

words imputed by Heath to Putnam, instructions to render another and dlifer- 

^'Colonel Prescott, the intrenching tools ent service, and that neither Putnam nor 

must be carried off, or they will be lost," Knowlton and his men were called to 

that they **are certainly emphatic enough account for thus daring **to interfere 

to cover the case in que<)tion**; and adds, with his (Prescott *s) dispositions"? 

**If General Putnam did not give him ISo indeed I Accordingly, almost Incred- 

(Prescott) an order, nor 'inteifere with ible to relate, Putnam is excluded from 

his dispositions*, I am at a loss how to the scene and Captain Knowlton and his 

characterize his appearance at the re- suldier«« are actually made to reach that 

doubt, his language in regard to the rail fence by order of Prescott I Here Is 

intrenching tools, and his overbearing Ellis' jumble version of the matter: 

Prescott in so unofficerlike a manner. ** While the British troops were forming 

He was certainly the most disorderly tbelr lines, a slight work (the rail fence— 

'Volunteer* that has ever come under my italics ours) was constructed priucipally 

observation ** bv the Connecticut troops, sent by PreS' 

3. But take another case. Col. Pres- zott from the redoubt, under Captain 

GOtt says, in his letter to John Adams, Knowlton, which proved of essential ser- 

that he ordered Captain Knowlton with vice to the provincials." Bancroft still 

some Connecticut troops, belunging to more audaciously says, that the Captain 

the detachment at the Redoubt, to go and his men went to the rail fence ^Hn 

and support the Artillery which he had pursuance of PrescotVs order** **to go and 

sent to oppose the enemy*s landing at oppose** the landing on Moulton's Point I 

Moulton's Point at the farthest end of Frothingham also omits all mention of 

the Peninsula- And he then uses this Putnam and his order, makes these 

very remarkable language for a ^'Su- troops leave the redoubt and march down 

preme Commander** j who is generally the hill "to oppose the enemy's right 

supposed to know the field of action, wing'* in obedience to Prescott's com- 

what is going on in it, and what becomes mand, and then simply states that *'Cap- 

of the troops he directs hither or thither: tain Knowlton took a position near the 

"The train marched a d^erent course, base of Bunker Hill, six hundred feet in 

and I believe those sent to their support the rear of the redoubt, behind a rail 

followed, I suppose to Bunker Hill** I The fence**. Ah, erudite chroniclers, wher- 
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ever you are, why did yoa not correctly in pwt : *'Gtoneril Patnam ordered part 
tell yoar readers how and why It was, or of these troops (Stark's regiment) to 
by what authority or command It was, labor on the works b^an on Banker 
that Captain Knowlton was tAere, when Hlli, while Col. Stark, qfter an animated 
Pre^cott had ordered him elsewhere f It address to his men, led the remainder to 
is in Just such ways as we have thus the position Captain Knowlton had tahen, 
pointed out that the history has been and they aided in extending the line of 
perverted and large numbers have been the fence breastwork.'* But Ellis, not 
misled in relation to this subject. We willing that Putoam should give any 
eive here an honest confession of learned orders whatever, changes the word of 
Mr. Dawson, who, however much he command still left by Frothingham, thus : 
fovored Prescott or abused Putnam, saw "^Gteoeral Putnam stopped a part of them 
through some of these doings at least, and (the N. H. troops) to unite with a de- 
might have seen through more or all of lachment from the redoubt in attempting 
them but for his intense prejudices, and to fortify Buoker Hill." * * * * 
who thus rebukes the eminent historians **Stark, with oaths and encouragements, 
who had led him astray as to the case led ou the remainder lo the rail-fence." 
just considered ; '*In common with Mr. A later writer says that a part of Uiese 
Frothingham and Mr. Bancroft, we have troops were '^detained** by Putnam, and 
hitherto supposed and maintained that that the rest * 'extended the line of 
General Putnam had nrithing to do with Knowlton by rails and stooes"; and 
the troops, who had been sent to the others of the Prescott school make oo 
peDin<<ula on the evening of the sixteenth mention of either Putnam or his orders 
of June (Dawiion's authorities had not all in this connection, ~a fitting evolution of 
gone quite so far as that) ; and that Col- Dr. EUis'et ^*full truth,'* 
onel Prescott gave the Order to Captain 6. Swett says: *'The drums beat to 
Knowlton to occupy the rail fence. We arms. Putnam left his work, commenced 
have been misled^ however, and we avail oo Bunker Htll, and led the troops into 
ourself of the earliest opportunity to action. Little's reg^iment arrived; he 
acknowledge our error. In consequence ordered them to their posts,** Simeon 
of Captain Knowlton's withdrawal to Noyes, of Salem, Little's Reeiment, was 
Bunker Hill, Instead of opposing tue in the fort, and says, **Oen. Putnam rode 
lauding of the Royal troops, he was up on his old white horse, and said to 
thrown into the hands of his own gen- Lieut. W hi tmore (of the same regiment) 
eral; and by the latter (Italics Dawson's), the Captain being out of hearing, ^Draw 
instead of by Colonel Prescott, who had off your men here (^pointing to the rail' 
sent him in a different direction, he was fence) ; the enemy are fianking us fast*. 
subsequently ordered to occupy the rail- I was an eye-witness of this". This 
fence." How Knowlton "was thrown order at the redoubt was obeyed. Lieut. 
into the hands of his own general**^ or yfs^ Whitmore (under Capt. Perkins), him- 
otherwise caufeht by him, it is not very self says, **Went with part of his com- 
difflcult to conjecture. pany down to the left of the redoubt, 
4. Another instance of perversion is ne«rsome trees which were standing, 
the following. Says Swett, ''And now and there received the attack;" Whit- 
the brave Stark arrived with his regi- more was wounded in his thigh; on the 
ment. General Putnam reserved a part retreat he said to Putnam, ''General, 
of it, to throw up a work on Bunker HUl, shan't we rally again?" Gen. Putnam 
and ordered him to press on to the lines said* "Yes, as soon as we can. Are yon 
as quick as possible with the remainder." wounded?" As we have before said, 
Richard Gilchrist, of 8tark*s own regi^ Major John Burnbam, also one o\ Col. 
m^n^ says; "At the rail fence the whole Little's lieutenants, deposed: "Gen. 
action. Putnam rode up as we went on, Putnam ordered my Captain to get to 
and said, "Push on. Col. Stark, the the fort if he could." In their endeavor, 
enemy have landed and formed." Mr. they "passed by the fort and went to the 
Frothingham thus accepts this testimony south of it till we saw enemy's left 
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flank." Col. Wade, of Ipswich, wa<4 a bold Ibeir fire till the enemy were within . 
Captain in the same regiment, and testi- eight rods, and, when they coald see the 
fles that he and others who belonged to wbites of their eyes, to aim at their 
it were at the rail fence, that he there waistbands: also, to aim at the hacd- 
saw Putnam ''busily engaged bringing some coats, and pick off the command- 
on troops", and afterward, on the ers." Indeed, it seems doubtful whether 
retreat, saw him on Banker Hill, where Dr. Ellis woald regard Putniui as prop- 
**he tried to stop our troops to throw up erly one of these '^provincial ofBcers" at 
works there**, and said, **Make a halt all, since he recognizes Massachusetts 
here, my ladSt and we can atop them yet*\ forces only as having: a legal right to say 
With reference to this regiment Froth- or do anythlni;, affirming, fur instance, 
ins^bam writes: **Captain Perkins,* that the Connecticut troops were **not 
Wade*s, and Warner*s companies were under the command of M^ard, save as the 
led on by Colonel Little, before the friendly purpose wbich led them to volun- 
action commenced,'* while elsewhere he tetr their arms in defence of a sister 
states that they '^probably marched on, colony, would be accompanied by the 
under their Colonel," and that 'Hhey courtesy that would make them suhordi' 
scattered, and part went to the redoubt, nate allies'* ! So that, if Pucnam, who 
part to the cartway south of it, and some belonged to tbese ''subordinate allies", 
to the rail fence*'. And this is all that is included among the unnamed '*provin- 
tbe historian has to $<ay as to Patnam*s cial officers" and rode through the line 
disposition of these troops or his orders and gave orders as Swett and others say^ 
to them; while all that Dr. Ellis has to it was '*by the courtesy" of his alleged 
tell us of these parties and transactions superiors. In various instances where 
is this : ^'Colonel Little eame up with Putnam is conspicuous and potential, 
his regiment, and the men were sta- the Prescott writers, unable wholly to 
tioned along the line from the rail-fence bide the fact, explain it as Illustrative of 
to a cart- way on the left." Putnam is the courtesy or condescension A7 those 
left out. whom be came to serve. v*. 

6. Again, Swett says: **General Put- 7. But still again* Swelf says that 
nam rode through the line, and ordered Captain Callender, of the Artillery, 
that no one should fire tiil they (the "carried his pieces into action", but 
enemy) arrived within eight rods, nor "left his post without orders and was 
any one till commanded. 'Powder* was retiring to a secure place under cover of 
scarce and must not be wasted. They the hill", to adjust his cartridges. Put- 
should not fire at tbe enemy till they nam ^'ordered him instantly to his post**, 
saw the white of their eyes, and then fire "Callender remonstrated, but Putnam 
lovv, take aim at their waistbands, threatened him with instant death, if be 
They were all marksmen, and could kill hesitated, and forced him back." Ellis 
a squirrel at a hundred yards; reserve has it thus: **Callender was drawing off 
their fire, and the enemy were all the pieces to prepare ammunition, when 
destroyed. Aim at the handsome coats, Putnam urged him to restore them to 
pick off the commanders." And these their position"; and he adds, **Thev 
orders which so many witnesses tell us were fired a few times, and soon after- 
proceeded from General Putnam, Col. ward were moved by Captain Ford to 
Swett further informs us, **were reiter- the raiUfence,*'— a mild and simple state- 
atedf (as properly they would be), by ment which is incidentally thrown in, 
Prescott at the redoubt, by Pomeroy, but which involves a story Dr. Ellis, for 
Stark, and all the veteran officers", obvious reasons, does not choose t^ 
But it will not do to assign such promi- relate. But, with other illustrations, we 
nence and authority to Putnam as this, shall relate it in our next, as it is a sequel 
and so Ellis, tboughtrnlly summarizing of special significance. 
Swett's account, generously puts all on 

the same level, saying, "2%« provincial 

officers commanded their men to with- 
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8. The sequel story is as follows, draw ap the cannon to the rail fence. 
Faithless Captain Callender, having Ford objected, as his company (were 
"flred a few times," again deserted hfi raw troops and militia. Putnam Uisisted, 
post and abandoned his pieces, his men and they) were drawn up to that part of 
being **disgU8ted with a part of tbe ser- the fence near the slough, and fired by 
vice they did not anderstaod," though Ford and Putnam as long as there was 
**mo8t of them had muskets and mingled ammunition." I have taken the above 
in the fight." Callender was subsequently from an original copy of tbe Qatm» 
condemned by Court and proscribed by itself, now in the possession of a Danvers 
Washinston for his disobedience and descendant of Mr. Hunt, but when the 
cowardice, Putnam {tihe Connecticut whole article was transferred to the 
'* Volunteer*') being the one terrible and Coos County (N. H.) Democrat of March 
efficient witness against him. Just after 15, 1842, an original copy of which I 
he finally relinguinhed his cannon In the have myself, the nine words I have 
Battle, Captain Ford, of Chelmsford, an enclosed as a parenthesis In the extract 
old soldier, appeared on tbe field with above- quoted, were omitted, the two 
his company. SaysSwett: ''Putoam was sentences boiog thus mutilated and made 
delighted with an aid so opportune, absurdly one, and Putnam's Insistent 
Calender's deserted canoon were at the authority much lost to view. Mr. 
foot of the hill, He (Putnam) ordered Frothingham waH probably familiar with 
Captain Ford with his company to draw this testimooy from Mr. Hunt, though 
them into line. The Captain remonstrat- he does not give It, but only mentions 
ed *bis company were totally Ignorant of his name In his list of references. The 
the discipline and employment of artill- editor of tbe Gazette, perhaps a Stark 
ery.' But the General peremptorily man, thinks that *'the quarrel now going 
persisting in his order, he obeyed: hU on as to who had the chief command 
company moved with the cannon and the seems rather idle** I but he reasonably 
General himself to the rail fence.'! Alex- admits that * "the Continental troops 
ander Davidson, of Ford's company, acknowledged Putnam" and as sensibly 
depo:ies : **Putuam ordered our company say:» **of the troops at the Fort**, that 
to carry the cannon, deserted by Callen- **Prescott seems to have assumed the 
der, to the rail fence; he accompanied command" of them. Surely, one may 
the pieces hinoself, naw to the placing of not * 'quarrel" much with him about that, 
them and until they commenced firing Yet it remains to be said— best of all — 
them." Moreover, we have like testi- that Swett's account of this matter Is 
mony from Isrttel Hunt, who was of tbe thoroughly confirmed by the original 
same restiment and who was also there, evidence, us incorp>rated by Captain Ford 
He was tbe father of Dr. Ebenezer Hunt himself and as still extant in the records 
of our own town of Danvers, was an of Chelmsford. Furthermore, H. S. 
honored citizen of Nashua, N. Q., lived Perham, Esq. the highly esteemed clerk 
to be very old, and, Dec. 81, 1841, when of that town, made use of this very 
be was in his eighty-fourth year, but was material as his unquestioned authoritv, 
s«.ill "in the possession of all his faculties," when, in an interestinie and admirable 
gave to the Nashua Qauette a somewhat address which he delivered there at a 
extended account of the Battle. The Fourth of July celebration, in 1876, he 
editor adds: **Ue lives more than a mile said that General Putnam *^ordered 
flrom the village and walked up here to Captain Ford with his company to draw 
tell us his story, which he did with the the cannon, which had been deserted by 
animation of a youngster. Mr. Hunt Callender and left at the foot of the hill, 
has been a magistrate for many years. Into the lines," and that **the Captain at 
and such is his character and his memory first remonstrated," ^'\}\xt finally obeyed,** 
that implicit reliance may be placed upon About the same time (1876), a full and 
his statements." Of Callender's deserted faithftil account of this Chelmsford record 
pieces, the veteran soldier and magistrate of Capt. Ford and his company was 
said : **Putnam ordered Captain Ford to published in the Lowell Journal ; and a 
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i)ewspaper<:opjof Mr. Perbftm'd address quietly and conveiiienily nUps isto the 
l^.before me as I write. In trutb, there place pftliat other, more mil! tary, «id 
is no fi^t io all the l^i'atory of the Battle abundantly authorised or imputed woMi, 
pf JBunker Hilt that U better attested or oHUre^f A ICbotnote mention of **]k 
si^b^tantiated t|»an this which Mr. Per* Pierce," without any more notice of him, 
)iam here states, which Col. Bwett put to seems to indicate the sonrce. The 
pirinti firty-eigbt years before him, which reference is instructiye. *^B. PWree^ 
Captain Ford committed to the archivee wm of Ford's own company, but was of 
of his owo towp JiUst after the engage- Hillsborough, N. H., was Prealdent 
ment, and which ha<* passed, since that Franklin Pierce's father, and was one of 
^ijoie, into nqmberless bookn, pamphlets, the ^^fiivolous" depoD«its whom Dear* 
ipagi^Blnes, and pnpers. In connection born trumped op and so rldiculou»fy 
Wi^ auch other testimony of the kind as arrayed against Swett*s mmtltucUoous 
wp have presented, it shows, ouce for all, and formidable witnesses for Putnam 
thftt the allegation that Greneral Putnam seventy or more years ago. The eok>r» 
could not and did ant command Massa- ing or diaracter of any testimony whieb 
chusetts men on Ma^^sachusetts soil, Is *'B, Pierce'* might give concernHig 
simpiy falser that he not only gave General Putnam may be inf^&rrt-d from 
orders, but that hiA orders were obeyed \ what he wrote to Dearborn about the 
and that this '^Patriotic Volunteer^ latter's account of the Battle, In which 
was also the Supreme Commander. Ford tde old commander of the day aod action 
Was a brave, capable, experienced, and was so atrociously slandered and history 
honored soldier of the French and Indian was turned upside down. Said Dear- 
war, and knew well what belonged to bom's fHend to PutDam^K calumniator; 
military law and right; and he would **I think your statement of the grder 
have been the last to succumb like that of the day and of the two contending 
to the orders of a ** usurper," or of any armies, is correct", —just what Judge 
one else, from whatever province, wbo Prescott tbougut of Ellis's hi^itory It is 
was not invested with tbe needed and in the same connection that **B. Pierce*' 
ample authority. says: ** General Putnam reqv^sted our 

Now what have such men as Frothing- company" to draw the cannon down, 
ham, Ellis and Dawsnn, to say to these etc., and ascribes the final obedience of 
things?— for they arecertHinly the chief the men to a patriotic harangue by Ford 
exponents of the Pre^cott theory. I be^ rather than to Putnam's persistenee,-«-> 
the reader's clothe and earnest, attention just as in a former case (4), Frothingbam 
to the manner in which tuey deal with all and Ellis both appear to send a part of 
this positive and impregnable evidence Stark's regiment to the rati fence, aot 
for Putnam's command — evidence so because of the order which Putnam ff are 
strong and sufficing that it might well be them and their immediate commander, 
left to settle for us the whole question at but because of **an animated address," or 
issue, though, while we make it a test ^*of oaths and encourasements'* to them 
case and mean to press it to the utter- from Stark himself. But to sum up tha 
most, it is meet that it should be matter, Frothinsham passes by all such 
• accompanied by others of ibe vast num- witnesses or authorities for Putnam's 
ber of proofs that '* make for righteous- orders as Fo id and Davidson and Huat 
ness". But see how the * 'historians" go and Swett, and we know not how many\ 
to work about this business in hand, more, and seems to flfud his warraiA 
Here is Mr. Frothinssham: '*Abont this for his ''pressing request" in a most 
time, Capt. Ford's company, of Brid«;e'8 improbable statement by such a di8erQd<i> 
Regiment, came on to the field, and, at ited partisan of Dearborn as "B. Pieroe^'* 
the pressing repeat of General Putnam, Dr. Ellis follows suit, chaujj;es the wovd 
drew the deserted pieces to the rail '^ordered" in one Instance, and leaves \i 
fence." Where did he set that welcome out in another, thus : **Callender wa«i 
word, **rejjFuest,'^ which he makes so drawing off the pieces to prepare am4ma- 
warm and earnest, and which he here so nition, when Putnam urged i>^m t4> 
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restore them to their position. They commeirced. A short time Itfterwards, 

were fired a few times laad soon afterward Putnam came back, aod ordered the Col. 

wen moved by Captain Ford to the rail to march and take a position. Saw Put* 

f&mae.*' J^atnam ie vanishing and will soon nam repeatedly at the!feDce dnting the 

begone, andths **ftill truth" is fai pros- action, encouraging the men and officers, 

QMCt. Dawson sees It and is glad. He calling out to the officers to drive the 

littsno consciousness of being *«mis)ed" men up and not let them "flinch. Knew 

now, not he. He deposeCh: **The Held Putnam well; for some time one of lAs 

pieees which Captain Calleoder had guard " What has Ellis to say abont 

carried to Bunker hill and deserted, When all this? "Urged", is a favorite word 

he sfaoald have been opposing the landing with him, and no Briton or traitor or 

of the Royal troops, were carried to the coward was ever more afraid of an 

extreme right of the rail -fence, «( is «ai(2, ••order" from General Putnam than he 

by Captain Ford's company of Massacbu- appears to be. We cannot find such u 

setts men '* And "tt is «o«'\ aluo, that thing in all his pages. This is the way he 

not a few distingui^ihed historians who twists the testimony and strips Putnam 

essay to instruct others, sometimes of the authority whicA 'Massachusetts 

''darken counsel** and are '*blind leaders men bear witness that he exercised over 

of the blind. ** Massachusetts troops on Massachusetts 

9. Putnam found Colonel Qerrish and soil; "Colonel Gardner,**^* panting to Join 
his demoralized regiment skulking the strife, led 800 men to Banker's Hill, 
behind the summit of Bunker HWl and where Putnam first set then^ upon In- 
indignantly; "ordered them on to the lines,*' trenching, but soon urged them to action 
saysSwett. "The battle indeed appear- at the lines The CoZoneZ commanded his 
ed here in all itn horrors,*' and though "he men to drop their tools and follow. He 
offered to lead them on himself," yet, as vi^as leading them to the post of danger- 
"the cannon were deserted and they ous service when he received a mortal 
stood no chance without them" and they wound In the groin from a musket ball." 
were so stricken with terror, all bis Frothlngham, as in other cases, Is less 
words of command and appeal and men- extreme, aUowlng Putnam the order fbr 
ace were of no avail. Bllls,^ as usual, the Intrenching, but withholding from 
omltH the word "ordered," but seems him the order for the march and fight, 
glad to record the fallore of ihe strenuous thus : "General Patnano ordered part of 
effort, and accordingly SMys that Col. ^ Cthe regiment) to assist In throwing 
Gernsh "could neither be urged nor ^p defences commenced at this place, 
intimidated by Putnam to bring his Qne company went to the rail fence, 
pieces to tne rail fence." For his dere- ^jie greater part, under the lead of their 
liction of duty on this occasion and colonel, on the third attack, advanced 
afterwatds at Sewall's point, Gerrish towards the redoubt. On the way, 
was arrested, tried, found guilty of con- colonel Gardner was struck by a ball, 
duct unworthy an officer, and cashiered, which inflicted a mortal wound." As for 
Aug 19, 1776. Dawson, he gets rid of Putnam and his 

10. Says Swett (2d edition) : "The orders here, most easily, bv taking no 
General (Putnam) ordered Colonel Gard- account at all of this part of the history, 
ner's regiment Into action, the colonel though Gardner was a conspicuous hero 
commaaded his men to throw down the a^d marijyr in the flght and his courage- 
intrenoblng tools and rush «»n, viewed ^^^ patriotism and glorious death were 
unconcerned the battle scene befbre him, ijjng the theme of the orator and bard, 
terrible as Sinai, and was just descend- 
ing into the engagement, when a musket "Brave Gardner with bis sword In hand,— 
ball entered his groin, which proved A hero more beloved than he 

iiwrtal." Joseph Trask, of Blllerica, Ne'er fell defending liberty." 
'>va>;oneof Colonel Gardner's men, and 

««ep05.es : "Putnam ordered them to make 

a breastwork on Bunker Hill, which they 
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SoMS Final Examinations. euetUial of the soldier which is called 

^yjjj ^conduct.*** What, we should like to 

know, was the * 'cool, deliberating Judg- 
Editor of thb Mirror: Id addition to ment'* or the **prime essential'* that was 
the many instances I have cited, partic- needed in the case of a christian minister 
ularly in my last two letters, to show how and a distinguished historian who conld 
Dr. Ellis (and others) has perverted write lilce that about snch a veteran 
important testimony in the interest of soldier and renowned patriot of the Rev- 
Colonel Prescott and as against General olntion as Israel E*utnam? Or how *'cor- 
Potnam, it it only necessary for me now rect" an acconnt of the Battle conld 
to give one illustration more of bi8 pecu- reasonably be expected from an author 
liar antipathy towards the latter. Curl- whose unbridled glorification of one of 
ou8ly euouKh, while he systematically Itn heroes seeks its end by such misrep- 
robs bis victim of his command and reaentation, disparasement, and carlca- 
authority as chief, by chanjting or can- tnre of anot?ier7 It is quite probable 
celline, in ways I have pointed out, that, in the terrible stress of war, Put- 
the many orders the old hero gave dur- nam, like other genemls of his day, 
ing the day, and while he has treated nome of the tfreatcbt included, spoke the 
him generally ss a '^volunteer** of '*8ub- forbidden word, and It is also said tliat 
ordinate allies** from Connecticut, whose he was afterward duly penitent for it; 
^'friendly purpose" to aid a **sister coin- but Tarbox relates that the records of 
n.v*' was accepted as an act of ''courtesy** the old **puritan church.'* and the best 
by Massachusetts authorities,— he refers, nonrces of informa ion beside, hav«? been 
in a single case, to ttie *'left wing under searched in vain for any evidence what- 
Putnam,** whatever he may meHii by that; ever, that Putnam ''bumbled hiB»MeIf* as 
and then, by way of seeming fairness, Ellis (and one Mosely before him^ de- 
admits his '*cou rage** and "intrepidity.** ncribes. Asfortbe intrenchiQg tools, it 
and his '-vigorous stand** at the rail fence was quite characteristic of the General, 
in the critical hour;— but it is oulv, in that, when he ordered soldiers at the 
the immediate connection, or instantly, to redoubt to carry them to Bunker Hill, he 
turn into ridicule that almost superhuman should **set the example himself* by taking 
effort to save the cause when the fate of such of these * indispensable utensUs** as 
the empire of freedom appeared to be b*' could conveniently bear with him on 
trembling in the balance Wbat could his hor^^e as he led the way— an act which 
have been the spirit that prompted such Oaniel Webster, from whom wu have the 
words as these?— ''Putnam pleaded and words Just italicised, well says should 
cttraed— a misuse of emphasis for which excite praise rather than "an ill-timed 
he afterward humbled himself before his sneer/* But this, as we have seen hith- 
puritan church;" "His ureat and absorb- erto, was before the battle actuidly be- 
ing purpose through the whole day ^sls to gan. Dearborn and some of his confed- 
fortify Bunker Mill;** "To effect his erates make Putnam, at the time of the 
object, he passed and repassed between retreat, ride off the field **foith a number 
Cambridge and Charlestown, sending for of spades and pick axes in his hands and 
tools to the redoubt, and endeavoring to with the troops that had remained wiU^ 
rally the flying^ even when there was no him^ inactive during the wJiole of the an- 
longer a hope ^^ "So completely was he tion.** Ellis outdoes Dearborn himself by 
identified with the consuming zeal for buriening and actually burying the Gten-i 
fortifying the higher hill in the rear, that era! wiih tools "enough for a cartload.'* 
the traditional rehearsals fk*om the lips True and faithful witnesses whom Swett 
of some survivors represented him as on summons to the stand, testify that Put- 
horseback, buried under and surrounded nam, so far from being thus encuml>ered 
by heaps of entrenching tools^ enough for at such a moment, threw himself with 
a cartload;" "His /urjous ardor may, or fiaming sword between the provincials 
mSiS noUh^yenee!ded the control of a cooU and the foe at almost unexampled peril 
deliberating judgment, and of that prime to himself: and how the old General 
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coald have managed, under whatever He denies legality to too many Revola- 
circamstances of the case, to find, seize, tionary measures of the Massachusetts 
adjust and bear away with him on his authorities. He casts too much doubt 
charger such a mouutaio heap of things, on the pretty or fancifhl story of Tres- 
is respectfully left for explanation to cott's secret march to Bunker Hill, at the 
some disciple of Dr* Ellis, who claims head of the detachment, with his famous 
that he has told us the ^*full truth" about ''baDyan'* and *'blue coat'* and with the 
Bunker Hill affairs. Meau while Froth- **dark lasterns" and the **rattling 
Ingham, with a different spirit, says that wagons." He even pronounces **apocry- 
the **lncident** respecting the tools at phal** the thrilling tale, that the redoubt- 
the redoubt (with the '^example" of able commander of the redoubt mounted 
which Webster writes^, is probably **the the works and exposed himself to death 
origin of the Impression of some of the to encourage his men, and was seen 
soldiers (Dearborn's confederates), who through a spy glass by distant General 
stated, over forty years after, that Put- Qage, who was told by a bystander that 
nam rode off the field with pickaxes, the Colonel would '*lii{ht to the last drop 
spades, tents or tent pubs, on his horse." of blood in him.'* He bluris out that he 
However groundless the story, Ellis was **mi8led" by Prescott writers, when 
delights to give it and al8o to exaggerate they made him believe that Captain 
it. His pamphlet contains interesting and Enowlton went to the rail fence by order 
valoable Information, but it is sometimes of the Colonel rather than by order of 
too ex-cathedra in tone ana not seldom General Putnam. He makes altogether 
unduly plausible in its statements, while too tree with sundry other particulars of 
his prevailing injustice to Putnam and the Battle, accuses Prescott of a feeling 
his excessive laudations of Prescott of *4ocal exclusiveness** or jealousy, and 
vitiate the whole and make him one of dares to rebuke the Massachusetts His- 
the unsafest guides as to this part of torlcal Society for withholding the 
American history. **Trumbull Papers" from students of the 

Frotbingham's '^Siege of Boston,'* past who would like to examine them, 
though a standard book of great merit. What will b^ the end, if these things are 
has yet, as we have partially shown, permitted to go on? Verily, Dawson, 
many of the perversions which so abound with all his fhry against Putnam, is not 
in Ellis's pages, as regards the question so bad a witness for him, after all. 
we have mainly considered Says Colo- Prescott, like Stark, was a brave sold- 
nel Swett: '*He has treated General Put- ier and a loyal patriot, and well deserves 
nam's character with the utmost candor the praise of all Americans. It is only 
and kindness, as animals destined for the when his friends try to stretch his admit- 
altar are pampered to be sacrificed at ted command at the redoubt, so as to 
the last.*' make it cover the whole field of action, 

Dawson, like other Prescott men, that the absurdity of his alleged suprem- 
makes the facts bend to his precoLceived acy is at once most apparent. If any 
theory or vehement prejudices, instead of other argument in disproof of that su- 
using them for the establishment and premacy were needed, beyond the dls- 
illustration of the truth. Holding Put- creditable methods and unfounded state- 
nam chiefly responsible for England's ments by which his partisans have 
loss of her American colonies, he castl- sought to establish it, and beyond the 
gates the old hero with a merciless lash facts and considerations which we have 
for the robbery. But he is largely a brought forward in support of the claims 
**free lance" and his confreres are ratiher of General Putnam in his stead, the Colo- 
afrald«9f him, and it is no wonder. He nePs own letter to John Adams, to which 
is at times too frank and not sufficiently we have repeatedly referred, were Itself 
deferential and obeisant. He too rudely quite enough. No chief commander in 
and effectually disposes of Prescott's such a Battle, worthy of the name and 
''orders in writing," and sees him direct- honor, could have written such a letter 
ed to Breed's rather than to Bunker's, as that. In answer to the Inquiry of the 
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distinguished statesman to whom it is ordinate commander M the tedaWt)i 
directed, it pnrportvS to give ani account lined a fence at the distance of tbi^ 
of the events of the evening of the 16th rods back of the Fort, partly to the 
of June, and of the following day. The north." He says, indeed: '*Abo«t atf 
narration is meagre, detailing certain hoor after the enetoy landed, tfi^y began 
important particalars about the march, to march to the attack lo three colum'te. 
the intrenchment and the Coloners own I commanded my Lient.— Col. Boblnsoo 
subsidiary orders, and then devoting and Major Woods, each with a detMh* 
twenty or thirty lines to the engagement ment, to flank the enemy, who, / htne 
itself. A striking featare of the whole reason to thinks behaved with prudencB 
is, that it relates so mnch— shall we say, and courage.** But where or how this 
so exclasively?— to himself and to his flanking was dof»e,htfs neve^yet a|)peared. 
own acts, and attaches so little impor- Frothlngham, after repeating Prescott's 
tance and makes such sliuhtins; allusions statement respecting his order to Robin- 
to the greater theatre of the conflict, and son and Woods, adds, most delicioosly : 
the forces and tbe strusstfle that were ** Both behaved vfUh courage and prudence, 
there. Tberp, all along the rail fence, No details, however, are given of their 
the New Hampshire, Connecticut and service.** But ot Putnam or Stark er 
Massachusetts troop»>, under Putnam and Knowlton, or Reed, or Poraero?, Pres* 
Stark and Reed and Knowlton and Pome- cott makes no mention whatever, nor 
roy, were flj^hting the real Battle of Bun* trom all his letter would one ever learn 
ker Hill, tLgtilQ and again beatins: back of the successive and terrible onsets 
the proud and formidable columns of the which the British furces made against 
advancing enemy, and thus preventing the provincial yeomanry along the lines, 
Prescott himself, with hU redoubt and the matchless strength and courage with 
garrison, from being flanked and cap- which each time they were btirled back 
tured. Prescott remained in bis fort at by **the party of Hampshire** and **8ome 
the extreme right, and bis duties cen- Connecticut forces," or the awful carnage 
te red there. As Frothlngham admits, be of the scene. Whatever the patriotism 
bhd no part in the tremendous contest of the army, there was 'unquestionably 
that was goins on at t?ie key of the situa- much Jealousy as between the quotas of 
tion. In the **Valley of Decision ;"and the the several provinces, but especially as 
Judgment of Judge Devens Is similar. If between some of their leading officers, 
he was the aupreine commander, be failed respectively. No one seems to have 
to protect his own fl^nk. Others had to shared it more than Col. Prescott him- 
do it for him. He had early sent an ar- self, and Dawson's remark aboat his 
tillery train to Moulion*s Point to oppose **local exclusiveness*' is Justified by his 
the enemy's landing and had ordered a language with regard to the New Hamp- 
force of Connecticut men under Captain shire and Connecticut troops, and^ by his 
Knowlton from his own detachment to silence as to Putnam, Stark, and the 
go and support it; '*but the train" he rest, and as to what all these great lead- 
says, ** marched a different course, and I ers and mighty forces achieved in the 
believe those sent to their support foU Battle of Bunker Hill. In what way one 
lowed them, I suppose' to Bunker Hill.** could know so little of what was going 
He was not sure what had become of on in such Important parts of the field 
them. He did not want to say that Put- of action and could be under the sway of 
nam had captured them on the way and such manifest local feeling when union 
impressed them into another service, was strength and when the call for mu- 
Yet be does say, slightingly : **There was tual trust and cooperation was so urgent, 
a party of Hampshire (brave Stark and and yet he properly regarded as the 
Reed with their glorious heroes from the supreme commander of the hosts,— has 
Granite Hills), with some Connecticut not yet been made clear to us. We think 
forces (the same gallant Knowlton and It more reasonable to leave him to the 
his intrepid soldiers who had obeyed the redoubt where he did the best he could 
general commander rather than the sub- as a courageous, but subordinate officer. 
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Only oar PrescotI theorists will do well Here or there, the reader may find a 
not to make the redoobt, or Breed's Hill somewhat graver ''Inadvertence," as Mr. 
on which It stood, the centre and cir* Frothingham woold call it, as when I 
comrerence of the whole Battle scene, as attributed to Qen, Heath the words of 
they have sometimes been Inclined to do. Gen. Lee, saying that Prescott was '*nn* 
Thus a cyclorama, which purported to known to fame.'* In dealing with so 
give a picture of this Battle of Bunker many authorities, quotations, facts. 
Hill and was not long ago on exhibition dates, and names, and in writing so 
in Boston^ luvited attention to Prescott much about the subject from week to 
and his immediate surroundings on the week through the season, it has not been 
lesser emiuence, while It gave no sign or easy to avoid all mistakes like these. I 
hitit of the momentous action that took can only trust that such as are of a more 
place along the lines near the base of serious character are fewer still. At all 
the greater, and represented Putnam as events, I shall be grateftil to whoever 
quietly seated ud bis horse tn the back may point out to me any noteworthy 
ground aud as uuconcerbedly engaged in inaccuracy or misstatement into which I 
converstttion or witnessing the spectacle may have been led, as touching what is 
before him, with a solitary bystander, essential, and I shall be quick to ac- 
It was a Prescott affair throughout, and, knowledge It. But with every fk'esh or 
80 far as we could observe, the delusion continued study of the history, the 
was largely successful with patrons and proofs only multiply and the conviction 
the press at a distance of but a mile or only deepens, year by year, that a great 
two from Cbarlestown Heights! Con- wrong has been done to General Putnam, 
siderable progress, it would seem, has and that ^, and not Co^one^ iVescott, was 
since been made by way of correction, if the chief comma ider of the American 
we may Judge flrom a recent deliverance forces In the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
which taaes into view the broader con- Though it were the last act of my life, i 
fllct, thoueb it actually makes Prescott, am glad of the opportunity to have ar- 
who was all the while safe in his fort, rayed the testimony of the foregoing 
lead on the Provincials at the rail fence pages to a fact which seems to me so 
as each time they there met and repulsed true, however earnestly or skilfully it 
thefotl As matters now look, the next may be contested. To my own mind, 
endeavor will be, not again to circum* there is scarcely anything worse than to 
scribe the sphere of operations, but to revile the memory of the heroes who 
widen it as much as possible and to claim have given their strength and life to the 
that the gallant colonel fought that most service of the country and of mankind, 
notable battle of all our history single- As Daniel Webster said in bis noble 
handed and alone and from beginning to defence of Putnam in 1818: **They are 
end. It is about as tenable a theory as the regalia of the Republic. What has 
that which we have called in question, it but these for its glory? What, but 
and those who accept the one might as these, for the themes of its poets and 
well accept the other and so rest from orators? What, but these, for the exam- 
tbeir labors, as I cheerfully do from mine, pies of Its emulous youth?'* 

I thank you, Mr. Moynahan, for giving Gborgb Washington wrote to Gtener- 
me so large a space for these numerous al Putnam, June 2, 1788: **I can assure 
letters in the columns of your bright, you that among the many worthy and 
enterprising and usefbl paper. As you meritorious officers with whom I have 
have rightly intimated, it was my earnest bad the happiness to be connected in 
desire to place such things as I have service through the course of this war," 
written on record, in some permanent **the name of a Putnam Is not forgotten, 
form, here In the native town of General nor will be but with that stroke of time 
Putnam. As I glance hastily over the which shall obliterate from my mind the 
pages of the reprint, I notice various remembrance of all those toils and 
sligbt typographical errors which per- fatigues through which we have strug- 
haps may be left to correct themselves, gled for the preservation and establish- 
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meDt of the Rights, Liberties and Inde- Gbn. Wiluam T. Sherman, standing 
pendeDce of our coontry."' at Charlestown a handred years after the 

Col. David Humphrbts, comrade of Battle, said: **He was a glorious old 
Patnam and also bis earliest biographer, soldier, and his services and examples 
writes of bim: **Wben we thus behold a are worth a dozen monuments like this, 
person, from the hum Die waliss of life, even if made of pore gold." 
starting unnoticed io the career of fame. And Hoj. John A. Porter, from the 
and, by an undeviating progress through Connecticut town where the old veteran 
a life of honour, arriving at the highest lived and where he still sleeps, said, as 
dignity In the state, curiosity Is strongly but yesterday : 'Tutnam gave all he had 
excited, and philosophy loves to trace to humanity, to Justice and to liberty, 
the path of glory from the cradle of He liv^d not for himself, but for others, 
obscurity to the summit of elevation.'* He fought not for gain, bnt for glory. 
*<General Putnam 18 universally acknowl- He won his reward when alive, not In 
edfsed to have been as brave aud as hoc- luxury, or the holding of office, or the 
est a ma D as ever America produced.*' ease of fashionable society, hut in simple 
'*He seems to have beec formed on pur- faith in God and Id doing what was 
pose for the age in which be lived. His right; In the love of his friends and 
native courage, unshaken Intesrlty, and neighbors ; in the aflTectlon of his state 
established reputation as a soldier, were and the gratitude and thanks of the 
necessary In the early stages of our nation which he had so conspicuously 
opposition to the designs of Great aided in creating. Now that he Is dead, 
Britain, and gave unbounded coofldence shall we deprive him of what he prized 
to our troops In their first conflicts In more than life, or allow the defamation 
the fleld of Battle." by others to go unexposed and unre- 

The Trumbulls, Judge Judab Dana, buked?" 
Washington Irving, and countless others 



of the Just and wise have prolonged the 

eulogy of one who will never lack de- Danvers, June 24, 1896. 

fenders and whom History will never let 

die. 



A. P. P. 



SACRED BE THIS MONUMENT 

TO THE MEMORY 
of 

ISRAEL PUTNAM, ESQUIRE, 

SENIOR MAJOR-GENERAL IN THE ARMIES 

of 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

who 

was born at Salem, 

in the Province of Massachusetts, 

on the 7*^ day of January, 

A.l). 1718, 

and died 

on the 29*^ day of May, 

A.D. 1790. 



Passenger, 

if thou art a Soldier, 

drop a tear over the dust of a Hero, 

who, 

ever attentive 

to the lives and happiness of his men, 

dared to lead 

where any dared to follow : 

if a Patriot, 

remember the distinguished and gallant services 

rendered thy country, 

by the Patriot who sleeps beneath this mound ; 

if thou art honest, generous, and worthy, 

render a cheerful tribute of respect 

to a man, 

whose generosity was singular, 

whose honesty was proverbial ; 

who 

raised himself to universal esteem, 

and offices of eminent distinction, 

by personal worth, 

and a 

useful life. 



[General Putnam was born in that part of Salem ("Salem Village"), which was erected into 
the separate township of Danvers in 1767.] 
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